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Cape Middleton's Derexce: 


WHERE I N 
His Conpucrt during his late Voy ace 


For diſcovering a Paſſage from 
HUDSON's-BAY to the SOUTH-SEA 
Is impartially EXAMIN' D; 


His NES and Ou1ss 10s io cher Air | 
fully Prov'd ; 


The FarsiTIEs and E VAS TOS in his DET ENA 
915 655 Expos d; 
De ERRORS of bi: CHARTS laid open, - 
AN D 


His ACCOUNTS of Cusn STREIGHTS» 
and Rivers, Confuted ; 


wWwuerehz it will appear, with the higheſt Probability, 
Thet there js ſucb a PASSAGE as be wen! in ſearch of. 
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An APPENDIX of ORIGINAL PAPERS, 
and a MAP of the In. land and Sea-Coaſt of 
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10 THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE Taz x 


LoRDs COMMISSIONERS 
| QF THE | 


. Admiralty of Great Britain. 


My L ORDS, 
\ HE Favour you PSF me in 
communicating the Defence 
Captain Middleton publiſhed = 

_ againſt the Queries and Objections I 
laid before Your Lordſhips to his Con- 
duct in the Voyage to Hud/on's Bay, 
in Search of a Paſſage from thence in- 
to the Weſtern Ocean of America, and 
the Honour done me by Your ſo rea- 
dily examining into his Conduct, and 
hearing the Proofs I brought to ſap= 
port my Charge againſt him, lay me 
under particular Obligations to Your 
Lordſhips. Theſe, together with the 
3% Tan 


DE D 75 "ATION. 


Duty I owe the Public as a Member 
of Society, indiſpenſibly obliges me to 
ſcrutinize ſtrictly into his Conduct, and 


examine into the Nature and Weight 
of his Defence. . 


3. 


1 beg leave therefore to lay before 
Your Lordſhips theſe REMARKS 
upon his written Defence (which Your 
Lordſhips favoured me with the Pe- 
ruſal of) by which, I am perſuaded, 1 
you will find that his Defence is only 
made up of F alſities and Evaſions, art- 
fully blended together to diſguife the 
Truth; and that all I have given in 
Charge againſt him is fully proved, 
| {rom his Original Log- book in the 
Furnace, from his Journal, the Evi- 
dence of his Officers and People, and 
from his own original Letters; where- 
by it will evidently appear, that he 
has wilfully misbehaved, by neglecting 
to look into thoſe Places where he had 
Reaſon to expect a Paſſage, by falſify- 
- ing 


,, 
ing F acts, by making Currents and 
Tides contrary to Truth, and by forg- 
ing a large Frozen Streight to bring 
in a Tide and Whales, in order to ſup- 
port the Scheme he had laid to con- 
ceal the Paſſage: And that, to induce 
Your Lordſhips to believe that he has 
followed his Inſtructions, he has made 
freſh Water Rivers and a continuous 
Coaſt or Continent, where there are 
noble Straits and Inlets, with ſalt Wa- 
ter Paſſages, and nothing but broken 
Land and Illands. 


I ſubmit the! Whole to Your Lord- 
ſhip S Conſideration, and am, with the 
kigheſt Reſpect, 5 


My LORDS, 
| Tour Lordfhips 
© Mo Obedient, aid. 
8 : 250 humble Servant, 


ARTHUR Do BBS. 
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— += tiny upon. the late Attempt to 
5 — the Nortbuugſt Paſſage to the Weſtern 
Ocean f America, and having diſguiſed and con- 
cealed from me, upon his Return, many material 4 
Cricumſtances of the Diſcovery, and mentioned RE 
ſeveral Things as Fafts concerning Currents, | 
Streights, Rivers, &c. which appeared to me 
in a quite different Light when_T had peruſed 
bis Journal, be ng large Streights to be 
5 freſ Water Rivers, and broken Coaſts to the 
main Land, in his Letters, and that be had 
Pre eg tbe obole Sy which after- 


awards 


PREFACE. 


wards, by his Journal, I found he had not 
ſearched at all, but paſſed great Part of it in 
the Night, and was at a great Diflance From 
it in the Day- time, only landing in with ſome 
F the Head - lande, which were known" to be 
TIlands by others who" were there before him : 
And afterwards finding by ſome Gentlemen who 
had been the Voyage with him, that he had diſ- 
guiſed his Charts and Currents, in order to ſtifle 
the Diſcovery, 1 thought it my Duty to ſcru- 
tinize into his Behaviour, and therefore gave 
in à Set of Queries againſt his Conduct tothe 
Lords of the Admiralty, to be anſwered by ſeve- 
ral of his Officers ; and thoſe Queries, wi th the 
Anſwers to them, were given to him by their 
Lordſhips, in order to his e them, 11 
WE hrs hes. nk e 


Captain Middleton aun 5755 det 
bet Defence in his Power to the Charge laid a. 
gainſt him, and has appealed to the Publick, by 
printing his Defence ; wherein he has Seca 
many Falſities, falſe Reaſonings, Evafions," and 
intimidating” Accounts, to prevent any Ae 
Attempt. He has likewiſe publi ſhed ſeveral Ler- 
ters which T wrote to him, in order to ſupport 
his Allegations, as far as he could; from them, 
and alſo ſome of his to me, tho very mncorretly, 
| FOE altered part, ang omi ted a whole Para- 


graph 


PREFACE 


graph in his laſt Letter to me; be has % 
charged me with endeavouring to intice him to 
quit the Hudſon's Bay Service, and making 
him great Profeſſions and Promiſes of procuring. 
bim royal Grants of ſuch Lands as he ſhould diſ- 
cover, . whilſt, at the ſame time, be ſays, he 
diſcouraged me all along from undertaking the 
Diſcovery, but could not prevail upon me to 
deſiſt. This falſe and unfair Treatment obliges 
me to publiſh all our Correſpondence from his 
original Letters to me, and the rough Draughts 
of all my Letters to him which T had by me. 
This the impartial Reader, 1 hope, will not only 
think proper, but neceſſary, for me to do in my 
own Defence, in order to ſhew the Falſeneſs of 
his Inſinuations, that 1 had, by artful Promiſes, 
got him to quit the Hudſon's Bay Service, and” 
| that I have ſince treated him incandidly, in en- 
deavouring to ſcrutinixe into bis Conduct. I am 
confident it won't be deemed a Breach of Pro- 
miſe, that I publiſh his Correſpondence with me, 
he having defired me not to publiſh bis corre- 
ſponding with me, and what Informations he 
gave, whilſt he continued in the Company's Ser- 
vice, to his Prejudice, which 1 promiſed him 1 
would not, and punctually performed it, until 
now, that he has partially publ; ſhed part, and 
laid me under a Neceſſity, in my own Defence, 
INS Mia ene againſt me, to 1 the whole, 


by 


PREFACE 


by which it will appear that I did not preſs Dim 
to quit the Company's Service, but that be in- 
treated me to get him employed, and that he al- 
ways gave me the greateſt Encouragement to at- 
tempt the Diſcovery : This I thought proper to 
premiſe, that the Reader may ſee, that my pub- 
liſhing his Correſpondence has been forced upon 
me by Captain Middleton, and was mot gi. 
nally intended by me. . 
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APTAIN Middleton having appeal- 
ed to the Public, by publiſhing his 
Defence to the Objections made to 
his Conduct in his Voyage to find 
out a Paſſage Northweſt, puts me 
* under a Neceſſity of taking the 
ſame Method by publiſhing Remarks upon his De- | 
fence, that che Balſities falſe Reaſonings, and Eva- 
ſions, which make up the Bulk of his Defence, 
may not be impoſed upon the Public for Truth; 
nor his intimidating Accounts deter or prevent the Eo WT 
Government from perfecting a Diſcovery of ſo be- | | x 
neficial a Paſſage to the Weſtern Ocean of America. 
which, I may ſay, is now laid open to the View, LP, 
and only wants its being proſecuted to be thorough — Bl 
known, - (EEC SOHTf in bl is 2 eB os 1 oe 
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In order to do this in the moſt conciſe Manner, 
I muſt mw Captain M in any Points ma- 
terial to the Diſcovery, raph by Paragraph; 

and at the ſame Time aifer fac 189 5 And 
Charges he is pleas d to bring againſt me by way 
of Recrimination, for attempting to ſerutinize into 
his Conduct, referring co the Pages in his Pane 
Defence. | 

In his Letter to their Lordſhips, introducing bis 
Defence, he ſays, Mr. Dobbs bas caſt his Reflexions 
together in ſo confuſed and incoberent a Manner, 
without Order or Method, that he was at a'Loſs bow 
he might make his Anfwers clear and diſtint; and at 
| laſt had no other wo Þ ut to anſwer Paragraph by Pa- 
ragraph, and where he met Repetitions 10 refer back 

to his Anſwers. 
Ide Occaſion of this was, that the Paper he an- 
ſwered, was not intended to be given him, _ 
he had anſwered and diſproved the ſeveral 
referred to him by the Lords of the Aer, 
which had been Ay anſwered by the Lieutenant, 
Maſter, Surgeon, and Clerk ; and after he had given 
in his Anſwer to them, which were the clitef Thing 
objected to in his Conduct, they were do conſider 
whether he had fully anſwered to the Charge ſup- 
2 by their Anſwers; wr as to his having 2 
actually corrupted by the Hudſon's Bay Cum, the 
could only have been collected from bis On. 
and Negle#s upon the Diſcovery, and upon the 
Proof, whether Td had been guilty of Fraud in laying 
down Charts with falſe Currents or Tides, making 
Streights where there were none, or Rivers where 
Streights, and making main Land where there was 
no Proof of it, but the ſtrongeſt Preſumptions to 
the contrary, Having left this Paper in the Admi- 
ralty as further Reaſons of my own, but not then 
given as a Charge againſt him, 4 noble Lord ſaying, : 
| chat | in this Paper . was a ö * 


5 1 3 7 | 
| Phat he bad been corrupted by the Company ; he de- 
fir'd that this Paper (he has taken upon him to an- 
ſwer, inſtead . the Queries) ſhould alſo be given 
to him, which was „ with, and ſo by his re- 
plying to this Paragraph by Paragraph, inſtead of 
the Queries, has made his Anſwer or Defence run 
dut into an unuſual Length; but this was his own 
Choice, in order to make his Anſwer the more in- 
coherent and evaſive. 

1 Hawever, fince he has choſe this Method, and 
this Paper, to anſwer inſtead of the other, I 
will obſerve upon him, in his own Way, and ſhall 
alſo give a ſhort Hiſtory of our Correſpondence 
ſince our firſt Acquaintance, ſupported by his on 
Letters to me, which will ſhew him in a quite con- 
trary Light than he appears in by his own Account, 
and make ir evident, that I did not intice him to 
leaye the Company, but that it was his own Elec- 
tion, and that he rather preſs?d me to get him em- 
ry the defiring me to keep it ſecret until be was ſure 
of employed, which 1 accordingly did. And 
to ſhew the ſeveral Steps I have taken in proſecuting 
this Diſcovery, and the Attendance, Trouble _ 
Delays, I have met with from the Company, I 
muſt begin my Account earlier than my Acquaint- 
ance with Captain Middleton. 

After . drawn up an Abſtract of all the 
Voyages hat ſeen relating to the Diſcovery 
of a poche to the North-weſt Ocean of Ame- 
rica, I, by way of Letter, laid it before Colonel 
_ Bladen, with an Intention, at that Time, to have 

ten the Sout5-Seg Company, who were 
in the Whale Fiſhery in Davis's Streights, to have 
tried the 3 at the Welcome; and by that 
| Means'th have been able either to have 

found a P bk if there was any, and to have con- 
firmed or contradicted the Accounts given by Fox 
| of his own n at Ne Uura 
93 — : 2 ; ar 
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or the Welcome; this was in 1730-1. I had then 


Hopes of getting this attempted in the manner. 
I mention, not then knowing the Power and Privi- 


leges granted to the Hudſon's Bay Company. But 
' ſoon after Sir Jabn Eyles being out of the Govern- 
ment of the Company, and they having been Lo- 
ſers by the Whale Fiſhery, quitted it, and all lay 
by until ſome Buſineſs called me to England in 
1733. I carried over a Copy of my [Reaſons 
for the Probability of a Paſſage, and gave it to 


Sir Charles Wager to conſider of; who after reading 


it, and giving it to ſome others to peruſe, they all 
own'd there were ſtrong Preſumptions, and it 
might be proper to make another Attempt. Soon 


after Sir Charles met Mr. Jones, (who was De- 


puty-Governor of the Hudſon's Bay Company, and 
an elder Brother of the Trinity-bouſe) at Dept- 
ford, and mentioned 1t to him, who diſcouraged 


him all he could from attempting it; telling him 


that the Company had ſent out two Ships under one 
Barlow or Knight in 1719, to ſearch for the Paſſage, 
and fitted them out at a conſiderable Expence, and 


that they were never afterwards heard of ; that up- 


on ſending out a Sloop a Year or two after to make 
an Enquiry after them, they in about 62 Deg. ſaw 
ſome carv*d Work of a Ship, which they believed 
to be one of their Ships; but never heard more of 
them. | 


| Upon Sir Charles's acquainting me with this, 1 
deſired he would introduce me by a Letter to that 


Gentleman: For if he could ſatisfy me that it was 


impracticable from the Sloop's Journal, I would ne- 
ver deſire him to embark in any unreaſonable At- 
tempt. Upon which he wrote to him that I would 


meet him at the 7Tr:ity-houſe, to get farther Infor- 


mation from him. I accordingly went, but miſſing 
him there, found he was gone to the London-Aſſu- 


 rance Office; ſo I went there and ſent in my Name. 
Upon 
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Upon which he came out, and talk*d over the Af- 
fair with me, telling me of the great Expence and 
Loſs they had been at; and that the Sloop ſent to 
know what was become of them, found, by a Piece 
of the Ship's Stern, that they had been loſt or ſur- 
priz'd by the Natives, and the Ships broke up. I 
deſired to ſee the Sloop's Journal, that I might 
judge from their Obſervations upon the Tides, Cc. 
whether the former Journals were true, and from 
thence form a Judgment of the Paſſage. He told 
me they had kept no regular Journal, and could 
give me no farther Account of it. I told him from 
that Account I could not be ſatisfied whether there 
was a Paſſage or not. I could only find that they 
had a conſiderable Loſs in loſing thoſe two Ships; 
but for any Thing they knew, the Ships might 
have made their Paſſage, or at leaſt one of them, 
and by ſome Accident might have been afterwards 
loſt ; and the Wreck they ſaw might as well be 
after the Ship's Return, as before they got into the 
Paſſage : For if they had been loſt in the Bay, it 
was probable ſome of them might have reach*d 
Churchill Factory. All he anſwered to that was, he 
was ſure there was no Paſſage, otherwiſe they would 
have found it out long ago. I told him, if that 
was all the Satisfaction he could give me upon it, 
I had no more to fay ; and thus we parted. And 
upon acquainting Sir Charles with what had paſs'd, 
He faid he believ'd the Perſons ſent in the Sloop 
were no ways qualified for proper Obſervations. *' 
Finding no Satisfaction from this Interview, I 
conſidered what Step I ſhould next take for better 
Information; and having not before heard of any 
late Attempt to diſcover the Paſſage, and not then 


apprehending that the Company were averſe to the 


Diſcovery, I thought I might diſcover more of that 

Attempt of | Barlow's from ſome of the Company's | 
Captains trading in the Bay; but this being in 
NEL. Summer, 


(6) 


Summer, when they were all upon the Voyage, and 


my Affairs calling me to Ireland, I took no further 
Steps in it till Spring 1934-5, when Buſineſs calbd 
me again to London. I then confidering that the 
Company had a Charter ſrom the Crown, it might 
be improper to embark the Public in an Attempt to 
diſcover a Paſſage and Trade, which _—_ 
haps redound only to the Advantage of the Hudſon's 
| Bay Company; I therefore. defired Col. Bladen 
to allow me to peruſe their Charter in the Plan- 
' tation-Office, that I might know their Right and 
Power, and judge whether it was proper to embark 
them or the Public in the Attempt. This he readily 


complied with; and I, upon Peruſal of the Charter, 


found by that they were inveſted with vaſt Powers 
and Pri vileges; and, as far as a Charter could grant 
it, with a Monopoly of all the Trade not only in 
the Bay, but in all the Countries they ſhould dif- 
cover thro? the Paſſage, not poſiefs*'d by any Chri- 
ſtian Power, with the Property of all the Lands 
and Rights of Sovereignty, as making Peace or 
War, raiſing Troops and fitting out Ships of War, 
Forts, &c. to maintain their Poſſeſſions. Theſe 
Powers and Privileges ſurprized me; and I thought 
if they were to have all * Profit of the Diſcovery, 
they were the proper Perſons to apply to, to 
make the Diſcoveries. Upon this I again apply*d 
to Colonel Bladen for a Letter to Sir Bibye Lake, 
who I found was perpetual Governor of the Com- 


y, to introduce me to him, which he imme-. 
iately gave me, and I carried my Manuſcript to 


him; and told him, as I had Reaſon to believe 
there was a Paſſage, and found the whole Profit 
would redound to the Company upon a Diſcovery, 
I defired he would peruſe my Reaſons: for it; and 
if he thought there was any Weight in them, that 
be would mn before the Company, and hop'd 


would 
ook 1 — Diſcovery. 


d out ſome Sloops to attempt the 
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Diſcovery; He told me, as before, that the Com 
y had been at conſiderable Expence in attempt- - 


xr 4 under Barlow, when _ loſt two Ships; 
he would look over my Manuſcript, and then judge 


of it. Upon this we parted; and upon waiting 


n him ſome Time after, he told me he had con- 


ſidered it, and found I had been at a good deal of 


Trouble in it; that he had mentioned it to the 


Company, but they having loſt 7 or 8000 J. in their 
Ship ans 3 


Cargoes under Barlow, they were unwil- 
ling again to be at the Expence. I told him I was 
not deſirous to put them to any great Expence: I 
only deſired that they would order one 'or two ſmall 
Sloops from Churchill to go to Ne Ultra, and try the 
Height and Direction of the Tides; that this bei 
not above 140 Leagues from Churchill, which might 
be fail'd to in four or five Days with a fair Wind, 
would be done for a ſmall Expence; and if the 
found there any Paſſage or Sea going Weſtward, 
and a free Paſſage from Ice, they might go fifty 
or ſixty Leagues farther z and if they met a Tide 
of Flood, they might immediately return, and fend 
a Duplicate of their Journal -to the Company, for 
that would determine the Paſſage. This he faid 
was ſo trifling an Expence, that he believed the 
Company would do it, if it were only to ſatisfy my 
Curioſity ; but at the fame Time faid, he hop'd I 
would not take it amiſs if they delay'd it for ſome 
Time; for at preſent they apprehended a French 
War, (Fance being then at War with the Emperor) 


and they were making uſe of all their Men and 


Money they could in erecting a ſtrong Stone 
Fort at Churcbil; prot were LS that the French 
would attack their Settlements the Moment a War 
was declared. I told him I thought it was very 
reaſonable that they ſhould - ſecure their preſent 
Factories before they made the Attempt ; but 
hoped when the Fort was built, or the Apprehen- 


a 


ſions 
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ſions of a War were blown = — they would 

then give proper Directions to their S to pro- 

ceed e the” Diſcovery: This he Rd nie. 

and ſo we parted. C 
After having fix'd this, I thought it would be 

proper to find out as much as I could of the At- 

tempt made by Barlow, and whether any later 

Diſcoveries had been made in the Bay, which, ap- 
prehending that the Company were in earneſt in at- 

tempting the Paſſage, ſince it would be ſo much to 

their Honour and Profit, I thought might be eaſily 

and properly done by applying to ſome of their 

Captains who had uſed the Trade, and recollefting 

that I had read in the Tranſactions of the Royal So- 

ciety, ſome Remarks upon the Variation of the 

Needle, c. in Hudſor's Bay, communicated by 

one Capt. Middleton, who commanded one of their 

Ships ; it naturally occurred to me, that he would 

| be a proper Perſon to be acquainted with, in order 

. to get a juſt Information of the Bay and late At- 

Fi tempts made there, which I was quite a Stranger 

to, except what had been mentioned to me by Sir 

Bilye Lake and Jones: I therefore deſired Mr. Allan, 

a Merchant in the City, a Friend of mine, to en- 
oe where he might be found, and finding the Cof- tk 
fee-houſe he frequented was a Coffee-houſe, in I © 
Thames-ſtreet, near Billingſgate, I went with Mr. 
Allan, and met him there. Upon Mr. Allan's tel- 0 
ling him who I was, and the Reaſon of my deſiring 
to be acquainted with him; I told him what Hopes I. 
had of a Paſſage through Hudſon's Bay to the We- P 
ſtern Ocean, and what Steps I had taken towards I ©9 
the Diſcovery, by engaging the Company to under 
take it, and how far they had promiſed me; and P. 
ſhould be pleaſed if he would communicate to me I © 
what he knew in relation to it, particularly as to = *P 
Barlow's Attempt, and the Sloop which went to en- 0 
quire after him; upon this he opened himſelf 3 5 in 
PL. . 2 | | 7 gy 
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WD 
ly to me, and ſaid when he firſt engaged in the 
on's Bay Service, it was pretty much with a 
View of being able to make out the Paſſage, having 
ſeen moſt of the Accounts publiſhed of thoſe who 
attempted it, and particularly he mentioned Fox, 
and told me it was one Scroggs who was Maſter of 
the Sloop who went to enquire about Barlow's Ships 
that he wintered that Year in Churchill, and was to 
have gone with Scrroggs upon the Diſcovery, and 
to know what was become of the Ships; but when 
the Time for going out was come, Scroggs would 
not let him go with him; and the Governour, be- 
ing a good-natur*d Man, did not oblige him to take 
him, ſo he ſtaid until his Return, He alfo faid 
Scroggs was no way qualified for ſuch a Diſcovery, 
ſtaid out but a ſhort time, and ſome of his Hands 


deſiring to return with the Ships that Year to Eng- 


land, was the Pretence for his coming back ſo ſoon, 
He had not then ſeen the Journal, which the Com- 
pany gave him to peruſe ſame Years afterwards, when 
found they had chican'd with me, and J had told 
em I would find others who would make the Attempr. 
He likewiſe told me, that Might had been one of 


their Governors, I think of Churchill, ſoon after 


the French gave up Fort Bourbon to them; and that 
he having had Notice from the Indians to the North- 
ward of a fine Mine, and a Paſſage to the Weſtern 
Ocean, thought it was a Gold Mine, and having 
a great Share in the Company's Stock, he deſired 
Leave: to return home, and then preſſed the Com- 
pany to give him two Ships to go upon the Diſ- 
covery and Trade, and had ſtrong Cheſts made to 
hold the Gold he was to bring home. The Com- 
pany were againſt his going; but as he was opini- 
atre, they durſt not diſoblige him, leſt he ſhould 
apply elſewhere : This was the principal Part of 
our firſt Diſcourſe; and as I acted then, as I thought, 
in Concert with the Company, and for their Ad- 
: : C | vantage 


(10 ) 
vantage, I deſired him that he would communicate 
to me all he could inform himſelf of upon his next 
Voyage, which he promiſed, me he would do. I be- 
lieve I ſaw him once or twice again before he went 
his Voyage, tho' nothing material paſs'd 3 but that 
upon his Return he ſaid he would inform. me of all 
he could in relation to the Paſſage, which he would 
do from time to time; and thus our Acquaintance 


and Friendſhip began. How inconſiſtent this is 


with his ſuccinct Account of our firſt Acquaintance 
ſeven or eight Years ago, may be eaſily ſeen; or 
how I could then deſire him to quit the Company 8 
Service, and often made ſtrong Applications to 
him for that Purpoſe, when I was at that Time acting 
in Concert with the Company, and did not know but 
they were in earneſt until the Year 1737, when 
they pretended they had ſent out their Sloops; and 
it was from his own Intimation by his Letter u 

his Return that Year, that he let me know they 1 
trified with me, and did not deſign to make any. 
Diſcovery, Yide Appendix No. VIII. and by his ſeveral 
Letters it will appear, that inſtead of my prefling 


him to quit their Service, that he preſſed me to 


get him appointed, and deſired, in the mean time, 
that I ſhould conceal. it from the Company,, leſt he 
ſhould loſe his Bread before he ſecured a Ship under 
the Government, which I ſtrictly complied with, 
even to cutting out his Name from his firſt Let- 
ter, and covering over another that his Name 
might not be mentioned to his Prejudice. 

But as the whole Detail of this would ſwell theſe 
Remarks to a great Bulk, I ſhall refer to the Appen- 
dix, where I have inſerted all his Correſpondence 
with me, except ſuch of his 2 as he himſelf 


has publiſhed with mine in his Appendix, to which I 
refer, that thoſe who have Curioſity enough to read 


them may find them there. 
Having thus given a Hiſtory of our firſt Corres 
| «ppm 
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ſpondence, being very different from his Account to 
their Lordſhips, ſupported by his own Letters, I 
ſhall now remark upon the Anſwers given in by 
him Paragraph by Paragraph, where they are any 
way material, and then ſum up his Proofs by his 
Sea-Fournals, Anfwwers and Afﬀidavits, and ſhew that 
they are throughout falſe or evaſive ; and that the 
Proofs brought againſt him of Omiſſion and Ne- 
elect, are agreeable to Facts, even laid down in his 
Journal, and to Reaſon ; and that there are ſeveral 
Frauds and Falſities impoſed by him upon the Pub- 
lick, in order to his making out, that there is 20 


Paſſage to prevent any future Attempt, and that 


there is a ſtrong Preſumption that he has been de- 
luded or corrupted by the Hudſon's Bay Company, 
ſince no Body can, or will alledge, that theſe falſe 
Currents, frozen Streights, large freſh Rivers, and 
Continents (where no ſuch Things were) were af- 
firmed and laid down by him as Facts, through Ig- 
But to begin: His firſt Paragraph in his Manu- 
ſcript, in the fifth Page of his printed Defence, is 
all falſe. See my Narrative, ſupported by his own 
Letters, and Sir Bybye Lakes, upon the Return of 
the Sloop; for until after 1737 I ated, as I thought, 
in cofcert with the Company : 
He himſelf firſt informed me, that the Company 
trifled with me, and offered his Service. See bis 
Letters. Appendix N. III. VIII. and XI. 
He once aſked me, if I would go myſelf. I ſaid, 
If I was younger, and my Buſmeſs would have permit 
ted, I believw'd-T fhould go; but as I was fituated, I 
could not. Page 6. in the printed Copy, my pro- 
mifing him a royal Grant is falſe and abſurd; for it 
was his own Deſire to be employed; nor did he 
give the Company any Notice, that I ever heard of, 


until he was fixed in the Furnace; and then he told 


me he went and gave up their Commiſſion, ' for he 
CAPO TR £7 „ preſs'd 


(12 ) 
preſs'd. to have every thing fixed, becauſe the Time 
was approaching when he muſt again engage with the 
Company. See App. No. XXI. I made him 10 alluring 
Promiſes, when he preſs'd to be made a Poſt-Cap- 
tain, to take Rank in the Navy, in order to have 


huis Chance of being an Admiral, which Sir Charles 
Mager ſaid was all he could mean by it. He told him 


it could not be done, but he would make him Com- 


mander of both Ships, without a Purſer, ſince his 


Compliment in the . Furnace did not exceed ſixty 
Men; and I told him, as J kop'd Things would 
ſucceed well, he muſt, of courſe, be gratified upon 
his Return. 5 SORT 

_ He ſays, I had the modelling of his Inſtruttianc, 
where there was no Mention of ſearching any Coaſt or 
Tide, or attempting a Diſcovery South of Whalebone- 


Point, in 65 Deg. CS ĩ “ 
As to my modelling his Inſtructions, all I could 


then know was from Fox and Scroggs, and therefore 
believed the Welcome at Whalebone- Point, near 65 
Deg. the moſt probable Place; I then knew of no 
Opening near #hale Cove in 62 Deg. 30', nor near 


Marble-Ifland, and could only give Inſtructions as. 


far as I knew: But he, who knew there were O- 
penings there, from Lovegrove and others at Church. 
hill, and from the Lieutenant at Marble- and; and 
he himſelf, in Council at Cape Figid, owned that 
all the Coaſt, from Cape Dobbs to Brook Cobbam, 


was broken Land and Iſlands, with ſtrong Tides; 


how came he not to follow that Part of his Inftruc- 
tions, viz. That upon any unforeſeen Emergency he 
ſhould agviſe with bis Officers, and act for the beſt of 
the Service in which he was employed. + Fry 


4 . 


Hie, in Page 7, lays a great Streſs upon my being 
convinced that there was no Paſſage from the Extratt 
he ſent me. ene FVV 
As I then believed him a Man of Integrity, when 
he affirmed: the Mager to be a vaſt freſb Water 
2 5 River; 
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River, NO all to 8 Land, from Brook Cob- 
ham to Repule Bay; how could I then ſay other- 


| wiſe? Or could I ſay any thing elſe in my Letter 


of the 14th of OFeber, until I had ſome Reaſon to 

doubt his Veracity, when he affirmed, that there 

ide he no Paſſage from Churchill zo Cape 
rigid? 

Page 9, he ſays, Soon after I commenced bis bitter 
Enemy. After J had got his Journal at large, I found 
he had concealed, in his Letters, material Parts of 
the Diſcovery from me, and had ſlighted all the 
Coaſt where the Paſſage was moſt promiſing; and, 
ſoon after, having an Account from ſome who were 
on board him, that he had falſified Facts, had 
made a large frozen Streight, in order to bring in 
his Tide, and Whales, where was only a ſmall Arm 
of the Sea frozen over, round an Ifland ; and that: 
Paſſage filled with Iſlands, the whole not three 
Leagues wide, and laid down Currents and Tides 
from thence contrary to Truth ; was it not incum- 


bent upon me to find out the Truth? Could that 


be done by apprizing him of it, to give him Time 
to take off the Evidence? as it is plain he did in 
the Inſtance of the Maſter, who now contradicts or 
evades many of the Facts he voluntarily told me; 
and even in his written Anſever,, which was much a- 
bove his Capacity, and was wrote in Concert with 
the Captain, he anſwered to Facts he denied he 
knew any Thing of, when he was examined before 
the rs 6 of the Admiralty, and refuſed anſwering 
to the 2d Query, which he had anſwered before the 
Lords, and confirmed every-material Article of the 
Direction and Breadth of Wager Sireight, its being 
free from Ice, and the Water brackiſh as far as he 
went; tho he palliated all he could: But in his 
written Anſwer he referred to his Report, which 
was not before the Admiralty then, nor was it to 
. e if it had been there. 5 
e 


i ES © 
it He then abſtracts my Letter of 22d Fanuary, 

| letting him know I had found out from his Journal, 

| that be had been in the Paſſage, &c. to which, he 
fays, he ſoon returned me an Anſwer at la 

Moſt of that Anſwer was abſolutely falſe, © or eva- 

five, contrary to his former Letters, and the Lieu- 
tenant's, Surgeon's, and Clerk's Anſwers, and | 
what the Maſter owned before the Lords of the Ad- 
| miralty. 
18 | Page 10, what he mentions of Mr. Samuel Smith 
is falfe, nor was he an Agent of mine. See bis own 
f 2p NC RE, | 
[| | The Affair of my meeting the Litutenant, Sur- 
li! geon and Clerk, is falſely related, as moſt other 
. Things are by him; and my endeavouring to find 
out the Truth is no uncandid Treatment: The Fact 
is this; as Meſſrs. Thompſon and Wigate had, on the 
[ | 21ſt of January, informed me, by an anonymous 
þ Letter, in Jreland, that the Publick and I had been 
„ groſly impoſed upon, and hoodwink*d by Captain 
1 | u, by impoſing falſe Fats, and concealing 

| the Diſcoveries ; theſe Gentlemen finding him re- 
ſolved to ſtifle the Difcoveries, by diſguiſing and al- 
| tering his Charts, making out frozen Streights where 
9 there were none, and cloſing up Streights, and mak- 
ing Rivers and Main-Land, where there were O- 
penings and broken Land, and altering the Direc- 

| | | tion of the Tides and Corretits, to anſwer the End 


he deſign'd; they having had Reaſon to ſuſpect his 

Conduct upon the Voyage, thought it ſcandalous 
, and unjuſt to the Publick to conceal what they knew ;_ 
S: and as they were acquainted with my Correſpon- 
dence with him, the Clerk having been employed 
| in writing his Anſwers to me, by Which they found 
* | how he endeavoured to faihfy Facts, and thinking it 
| unjuſt to have me impoſed upon ſo ſeandalouſly, af- 
| ter all the Pains J had been at in promoting ſo be- 
| neficnd a Diſcovery, they thought it a Piece ww 
We ; ICC 


2.29. 0 My AO O0 2 2 % — ů ] ⁰⁵]—ͤmæꝓ ]ꝶęßDꝶ̃ ²ĩ˙ . ̃ 11. · w ĩ˙ . ⁰ð EI 


TIT © TO. ECW LS 


— 


1 


Gr * %* = 
bores _ Sybik — ES - * 


. SW. Wo 
"a "I i > _ 


F * 


5 n 
ſtice to the Publick, and to me, to acquaint me 
with his Views, and put me upon a Scrutiny into 
his Conduct; accordingly wrote me a Letter. See 
Affidavit. Ne. XLI. They deſir'd me to direct to Meſſrs. 
Brook and Cobham, at tbe Chapter Coffee-houſe, 
St. Paul's Churchyard, they promiſing to ſend me 


ſome Queries upon the Voyage. I anſwered the : 


Letter, not knowing whether it was genuine or 
not, but told them, if it was genuine, and they 
ſent, me over ſuch Queries as they mentioned, that 


upon the Receipt of their Letters I would come 


over to London, and give them all the Aſſiſtance in 
my Power to make another Attempt, Accordingly 


I. got an Anſwer from them, with ſome Queries, 


referring me for farther Particulars until we met. 


See App. No. XXX VIII. Upon my coming to London 


I wrote them a Note ; they appointed A Meeting 


in the City, and there they convinced me that the 


Captain had falſſſied his Chart and Currents, Sc. 


Upon this I thought it the beſt way to ſpeak with 


the Lieutenant, betore I ſhould meet with the Cap- 
tain, and they acquainting me where he lived, I 


wrote to him to come and dine with me, and de- 


ſir'd that the Surgeon and Clerk ſhould come with 
him; the Lieutenant came before them, and I aſk'd 
him ſome Queſtions about the Weſt End of. Yager 
River, and what he obſerved there, and found 
him a litile ſoy in giving any direct or full Anſwer ; 
for I gave him no Light into what I had in View, 
only aſking general Queſtions. When the others 


came, the Diſcourſe became more general about the 
Voyage; and Mr. Wigate mentioned the Converſa- 
tion the Captain had at Churchill, and aſked the 


Lieutenant if he did not remember it; for they 
had often talk*d. it over together; which the Lieure- 


nant did not deny, and by Degrees owned ſeveral of 


the Particulars of the Voyage ; of his being car- 


This 


ried. out /ourbward of Wager River with the Ebb. 


| Lang 
This was all that paſs'd at that Time, out of which 
the Captain is to build or frame a Conſpiracy in us 
againſt him. a 75 
Upon his hearing of this, he determined to pay me 
a Vit, Page 11. What followed, as near as I can 


xccollect, was in theſe Terms: He taxed me with 
not ſeeing him as ſoon as I came to London, and 


yet ſeeing his Officers; I told him I was obliged to 
pay Compliments upon my coming to Town, and 
that I wanted to be ſatisfied about ſome Facts from 
his Officers before I faw him; but that my princi- 
pal View at that Time was opening the Trade to 
the Bay, and ſettling that Part of America and the 
Lakes. He ſaid he would afſiſt me in that, and gave 
me an unfiniſhed Chart of the whole Bay, which he 
was then engraving, and faid he could get me a Ma- 
nuſcript of the Hiſtory of the Jroqueſe, which he 
ſent me next Day; I told him that his Correſpon- 
dence and Familiarity with the Company, made me 
think that he had 70 great a Regard for them; he 
faid I had no Reaſon to think ſo, for before he 
went abroad, he had told me of the Offer they had 


made him of 5000 J. which he had alſo mentioned 


to Sir Charles Wager and others; and if he had ta- 
ken any thing from them, that he would not have 
told it; but he ſaid that the Company, by Sir Bibye 
Late, had promiſed him two Years Salary of 120 l. 
per annum not to hurt their Trade, and I could not 
blame him for endeavouring to get that Money ; 
but now Sir Brbye denied he had made him any ſuch 
Promiſe. He then deſired that I would recom- 
mend him to the Lords of the Admiralry. I told 
him I was-quite a Stranger to their Lordſfips; but 
promiſed tocall upon him when I went into the City. 
Upon his going away he ſaid, he hop'd if I could 
beof no Service to him with the Admiralty, I would 


be of no Diflervice to him, I told him I would not 


any further than this, that as I apprehended there 
2 was 
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| was a Paſſage: age; I would have that Affair fairly laid 


before t 725 z and. thus we parted. 
Wha Nr I pretended to inform him of, 

I know not: He was a Youth, who had been an Ap- 

prentice in Dublin, and whoſe Father was my Friend; 


he being a little wild, wanted to go to Sea; is. - 


recommended him to the Caplain to take him the 
Voyage. I faw him but once or twice, and had no 
Converfation with him upon the Voyage, only aſk- 
ing him if he had been up Wager River. He ſaid 
he was not ſuffer'd to go aſhore, except once, when 
he went to an Tfland with the ſick Men; fo that the 
Scherne he mentions, for invalidating his Journal, 
which I drop d, was an Embrio of his own Brain; 
for it was from his own Journal that I ſupported 
my Charge againſt him. 

He then fays in his Manuſcript to the Admiralty, 
THI now I had only felt a Contern for Mr. Dobbs, 
who had ſo ſhamefully departed from bis Integrity ; but, 
in his printed Defence, he has changed it to, who h 
behaved to me in ſo ungenteel a Manner, but this In. 
telligence warned him to take Care of his own Reputa- 
tion, ſo had a Meeting with Rankin, and Hilſon the 
Maſter, to compare their Logg-Books, and then 
ſigned them with Jemm Smith. At the ſame time 
he ſays in the Manuſcript, that Rankin and Wilſon 
both declared an Abhorrence of my practiſing with them; 
this, in his printed Defence, he has again changed in- 


to, declared an entire Diſlike of my praiſing with. 
bbem, and then refers to Wilſon's Affidavit. 


As to Wilſon (the Maſter) I never ſaw him but 
the Day after he landed from Holland, except at the 
Admiralty : I did indeed think it very material, to 
hear what he could ſay before the Captain had tu- 
tor'd him; and underſtanding he was in Holland, and 
that the Captain had wrote to him, I deſir'd the Sur- 
geon and Clerk to bring him to me as ſoon as he 
ks before he 5 ſee the Captain, which ac- 


cordingly 
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cordingly they did. When he came, I did not im- 


portune him to ſet down any 115 in Writing, as 
mentioned in his Affidavit, nor did he refuſe to an- 
ſwer, or refer to his Log and Journal, as he there 
ſwears, I at once told him openly. and candidly 
what I was about, which was to have the full 
Knowledge of what Diſcoveties were made, to lay 
before the Admiralty ; for I wanted to have nothing 
but the Truth appear; and as be and the Lieutenant 


had gone the fartheſt up Wager River, as I found 


by their Report, I deſired he would give me an Ac- 
count of all he obſerved when at the N. W. Bluff, 


Which he freely and openly did in near the follow- 


ing Words, which I minuted down the Moment he 
left the Room, viz. That another Man and he 
went higher up the Mountain than the Lieutenant, 
where they kill'd a Deer; that he overlook'd all 
the Iſlands to the northward, which were between 
the Branch they were in and the main Channel, and 
ſaw beyond them a fair open Channel, four or five 
Leagues wide, the Courſe running S. W. betwixt 
high broken Lands; that he ſaw between the Iſlands 
and the Mountains he was upon, near the Shore, 
about a League from the Boat, a Current or Fall of 
Water, and upon his getting to the Boat, told the 
Lieutenant, that he wanted to go further to ry the 


Current and Streight he ſaw ; but the Lieutenant faid 
his Proviſions were ſpent, and he had exceeded his 


Warrant in going ſo far, and ſtaying fo long, and 
durſt tranſgreſs no further. To which he anſwered, 
To what Purpoſe are we come ſo far, if it be not to 
make a Diſcovery of tie Paſſage ? He ſaid farther, 
that the Whales he ſaw near Deer Sound were as 
large, true, black Whales as any in Greenland, and 
that they muſt have come from the weſtward, and 
never came in at the Eaſt Entrance of the River 


Hager from the Welcome, or they would have been 


ken below ; and faid, that the Water there was 9s 
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falt as any he had taſted in thoſe Seas; and that there 
was 0 Ice near Deer Sound to prevent their Paſſage, 
nor any to the weſtward of the Bluff they were at, 
but all was an open Sea. And upon enquiring about 
the Tide at the Mouth of the River Wager, he 
ſaid, that he was carried upon the Ice by the Tide 
of Ebb cloſe to the Rocks, Sou th about Cape Dobbs : 
He faid farther, that from the Obſervation he had 
made of the Tides near Brook Cobham, that there 
were great -Hopes of a Paſſage there; for he had 
obſerved, by Marks on Shore, that there had been 
very high Tides, and aſked Leave of the Captain 
to go aſhore again to obſerve them; but the Cap- 
tain, under Pretence that he had ſtaid too long be- 
fore, ſaid he ſhould not go aſhore whilſt he ſtaid 
there, and accordingly ſent others. See this Minute 
in the Appendix, No. XXXV. Upon this I told him 
his Account was very material, and deſired he 
would reduce it into Writing, and ſign it, that Mr. 
Wigate would aſſiſt him in doing it; and then we 
parted, he going away with the Surgeon and Clerk, 
who were preſent. _ F ö 

I was afterwards told that Captain Midaleton, 
who was upon the Watch for him, carried him 
home in a Coach the next Evening, and prevailed 
upon him to write nothing, but to appeal to his 
Journal and Report; and when Mr. Migate went 


to get him to reduce into Writing what he had de- 


clar'd to me, he ſaid he would come near me no 
more; for he would be the Ruin of no Man, he would 
beg his Bread firſt. See App. No. XXXVI. Upon his 
Examination before the Lords of the Admiralty, he 
was a very unwilling Witneſs, denying part of what 
he had owned to me, ſaying the Streight went W. 
S. W. inſtead of S. W. and was about four Leng 
wide inſtead of five; but owned it was free from Ice; 
he ſaid the Water was brackiſh, but not fo ſalt as he 
before had told me, and ſaid it was not taken up in the 
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main Channel, but near the Shore, below the Cur- 


rent or Fall of Water, and ſaid he believed the 


Whales might come in by the Mouth of the River, 
and that the Tide hurry'd him out as far as Cape 
Dobbs, but did not carry him round it. In his writ- 
ten Anſwer, which he ſigned, he varied much from 


what he gave in Evidence before the Lords, not 
anſwering ſome material Points that he had before 


anſwered, referring to his Journal and Report, 
which was not to the Point, and was not then be- 
fore them; and gave direct falſe Anſwers to Facts 
he told the Lords he knew nothing of, particularly 
about the frozen Streigbt and Tide there, and all 


from Hearſay, in the Captain's own Words; his 


whole Anſwer ſeeming to be form'd or reviſed by 
the Captain. | „ 1055 
I need not here enter into a Juſtification of my 
Actions about my ſhamefully departing from my Inte- 
grity, nor at their declaring an Abborrence of my. 


. pradtiſing with them, and endeavouring co make the 


Lieutenant*s Wife reſent his threatening to cane him, 
or from entering into a Conſpiracy againſt him, and 


enliſting the Surgeon and Clerk in my Service, by 


promiſing them all Commands and Employments. The 


Captain ipeaks here a little inconſiſtently about his 


Clerk ; for he ſays, he lifted in my Service, upon ac- 
count. that he bad not made him a Purſer, and yet at 


the ſame time owns HE NEVER ASK*'D 1; but as 


theſe Accuſations are only the Cobwebs of his own 


Brain, without Proof, if I can ſhew his Defence to 


be made up of Falſities, Art and Evaſions, and that 
his Afidavit-Men ſwear nothing to his Purpoſe, all 
very indeterminately, moſt by Hearſay, and to 
Facts, either without, or beyond, their Knowledge, or 
without Proof for their Aſſertions (great Part being 


taken from the Yeracity of the Captain) where they 
either were not preſent, . or were not capable of 


Judging 
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Ca) 
judging of Fas, Currents, &c. then all this grand 
Accuſation will fall to the Ground with its Author. 

He ſays be ought not to forget Mr. Lanrick; tho? 
his Quotation from him is no way material in his 
Defence, only that I recommended him, and he was 
civil to him 3 and yet this ſame Lanrick ſays, in his 
Letter to me (which ſeems in great part to have been 
revis'd by the Captain, as it is almoſt a Tranſcri 
of his, with only this ſingle Addition) that tbe 
was juſt breaking up when they enter d the River, re | 
that they at laſt got to the freſh Water Stream, But 
after all is over about the Voyage, he adds, Sir, 
« this Account I would have ſent you much ſoon- 
« er ; but the Cap/ain, for Reaſons to himſelf beſt 
«© known, . defired that none of us ſhould ſay any thing 
relating to the Diſcovery for a little. 

As to my contriving that my Scheme ſhould not take. 
Air until bis Men were diſperſed; I reckon it my 
Misfortune that they were diſperſed before he ſent 
me his Journal, which he delay'd, I believe, with 
a View that they ſhould not appear againſt him; 
for I was obliged to enquire after the proper Per- 
ſons who knew moſt : The Lieutenant, Surgeon and 
Clerk, were in London, but the Maſter was in Hol- 
land, the Carpenter gone, no Body knew where, 
who was a material Eyidence about the frozen 
Streight.\. Axx, the Gunner, was at Liverpool, who 
was wrote to, - and ſent his Anſwer and Draught to 
a Lord of the Admiralty, which is full againſt his 
frozen Streight, [See App. No. XXXIX. ] and his Tide 
and Whales coming through it. It was but three 
Leagues wide, and full of Iſlands, ſurrounding the 
Iſland: they ſtood upon. Thoſe who ſtaid with the. 
Boat were not to be had, nor the Man who was 
with the Maſter above the High Bluff; theſe were 


the moſt material as to the chief Facts. 


Having thus obſerved upon his Narrative of our 
firſt FTE, and the Intercourſe and Corre- 
| ſpondence 


R 1 
ſpondence betwixt us; I ſhall now make ſome Ob- 
ſervations upon his Anſwers to the Objections I made 
to his Conduct in the Voyage ſo far as relates to the 


As to the Obſervation made about a S/ri# Tide 
at the head Land, near Brook Cobham, in which he 
can't gueſs my Meaning, and refers to his Journal 
and Maſter's Anſwer, J alſo refer to the Lieutenant's 
Surgeons and Clerk's Anſwers to Query X. and 
alſo to the Act of Council ſign'd by him, the Ma- 
ſter, &c. at Cape Frigid, Aug. 8, 1742, wherein 
mw agreed to make farther Obſervations between 64 
and 63 Deg. on the North-/ide of the Welcome, hav- 
ing ſeen large Openings, broken Land, and Iſlands, 
with ſtrong Tides, but bad no Opportunity of trying 
from whence the Flood came in their Paſſage thither ; 
and yet here he can't tell what I mean by a Sri 


or Strong Tide. 


* 


To the next Obſervation about Yhales not be- 
ing ſeen in the Streights of Hudſon, or any part of 
the Bay, but on the North-weſt Shore, He ſays, in the 
Manuſcript Copy, that he bas ſeen Whales 20 or 30 
Leagues up the Streigbis; but, in his printed Defence, 
he ſays, he has ſeen them fifty or fixly Leagues up the 
Streights, and has traded for freſh Bone in all Parts of 
the Streight and Bay, as far down the Bay as 56 Deg, 
Now, this is falſe, from his own Letter of the 27th 
of November, 1742. See his Appendix, No. XIV. Where 
he owns he never ſaw Whales in Hudſon's Streights 
higher than twentyLeagues from the Entrance, and there 
only ſays, that be traded for Whale-finn and Oil at 
Nottingham and Digg's-Iſles, and ſays, he cannot 
think that they came round Cary's Swan's Neſt, but 
thre HIS frozen Strait. Now he is pinch'd, he ſays, 
he has - ſeen them ſixty Leagues up, and traded far 
Whale-finn in all Parts of the Streights and Bay: Is 
he to be believed in this, where he contradicts him- 
ſelf? Here he forgets what he wrote to me in 


cut 8 


January 1737-8, where he ſays: They all agree that a 
great many Whales are ſeen in the Welcome, whereas 


I don't remember to have ſeen any in the other Parts of 
Hudſon's Bay, and 1 have been in all Parts of it, 
except the Welcome, which are all favourable Cir- 
cumſtances (for a Paſſage). See. App. No. VIII. And in 
his Letter of November 1739, he acquainted me tbe 
Company had ſent out to Sloops (by my Solici- 


tation) upon the Diſcovery 3 they proſecuted their 


Vayage no farther than 629. 13 North, and returned 
without making any new or uſeful Diſcovery, ſo far as 
I can learn: They found a great many Iſlands, A, 

dance of Black Whales, us no very great Tides, the 


higheſt about two Fathoms, the Flood coming from the 
' Norihward. See his Letter. Appendix, N*. XIII. 


As to his Obſervation of the Finn breaking off 
from the Mouth of the Whale in a ſhort Time, we 
muſt, it ſeems, believe it, becauſe he ſays ſo; but 


ſuppoſing it were true, the Finn might have been long 
taken 


, tho” it od freſh, and 'tis known that the 
Eſtimaux Indians have ſome very large Boats, chiefly 


made of Bone, wherein they often croſs the Bay. 


See the French Accounts. 
His Anſwer to my next Obſervation (to prove 


that Wager is a Streight, and not a freſh Water 


River) is all evaſive or falſe ; and his Reaſons, to 
1 1840 his Concluſions, no way ſatisfactory. The 
Tides flowing from the Eaſtward, ſince it was a 
Streight, is no Reaſon at all; witneſs Magellan 
Streights, the Channel betwixt England and France, 
Hudſon's Streigbis, &c. The Tides leſſening the 
higher it flow'd, not concluſive, ſuppoſing the Fact 
be true, as by Narberough's Account of Magellan 
Streights, Hudſon's Streights, &c. 


The Waters being brackiſh above Deer Sound, 


taken up upon the Surface among Ice, no Reaſon 1 
eſpecially ſince it was ſalt or brackiſh fifteen 4“ 
higher up; nor is the Water- fall he mentions, which 
brought the Boat ta a Grapnel, tho' a League from 
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it: For, by the Lieutenant's firſt, and moſt ge- 
nuine Report, before it was alter'd to be made 
more palatable to the Captain, he ſays, the Current 
or Freſh turned ſuddenly againſt him, which ſhews it 
to be a Tide and not a Fall of freſb Water, as he 
would inſinuate. The Words are theſe; In running 
up a Branch of the main River, they bad ff,. 55 Fa. 
thoms, and running between the Iſlands and the Ocean 
on the Weſt Side of that Branch, the Tide or Freſhes 
ſuddenly turned againſt us, tte Boat altering the Land 
very much before. Sounded near the Iſland, and found no 
Ground at 68 Fathoms. Does this Account make it a 
Full of freſh Water? Ought it not rather to be 
eſteemed a ſtrong Ripling, thro? a narrow Paſſage, 
bet wixt the Iſlands and the ſuppoſed Main they 
were on? His next Anſwer, about the Depth and 
Breadth, is fallacious and evaſive, and no way pa- 
rallel; there being no River ſo wide or deep, or any 
Thing like it, either in Sweden, or Norway ; and 
it is known that Trees and Shrubs grow upon freſh 
Water Rivers in more northerly Latitudes; above 
Torneo at the Head of the Bothnic Gulph; thro' the 
greateſt Part of Lapland; at Perzora, among the 
Samoyedes; on the Oby, Jeniſca, Lena, &c. _. 


The Account, he fays, he had from Ne#ton, I have 
Reaſon to believe is a Fickion, formed in his own Brain 
to anſwer his Purpoſe, otherwiſe Norton would not 
have told him that he believed there was a Paſſage 
near W-alebone Point; and therefore wants. much 
better Vouchers : For there are ſeveral © Perſons, 
now living, who know the exact Time of Norton's 
ſetting out upon his Travels, and the Time of his 
Return, who all agree, that Norton was à poor Boy, 
taken an Apprentice by the Hudſon's Bay Company, 
and ſent over to one of their Factories in Hudſon's 
Bay. After he had ſerv'd three Years of his Time, 
he became a tolerable Linguiſt for the Languages 
of thoſe Nations that traded with the Hudſon s Bay 
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Company's Factors. When Norton was about ſe- 
venteen Years of Age, a Factory was firſt begun to 
be ſettled near Churchill River, in order to enlarge 
the Company's Trade; and Norton was pitch'd up- 
on, tho' a Youth, to go in queſt of a Nation of 
Northern Indians, (he ſpeaking their Language) to 
acquaint them there was a Factory ſettled at Chur- 
chil, for promoting a Commerce between that Na- 
tion and the Company. Norton ſet out in his Ca- 
noe, with a Northern Indian, the Middle of Juꝶ, 
1717, and went no farther to the Northward than 
the Latitude of 60 Deg. He there left his Canoe, 
and - travelled” in-land in queſt of this Northern 
Nation, took a great Sweep to the Southward of 
the Weſt, and found them returning to their Win- 
ter Quarters, He engag'd ſome of thoſe People 
to travel with him to Churchill, where they all ar- 
rived about Chriſtmas the ſame Year, after having 
endur*d a great many Hardſhips. —How does this 
Relation, which is well known to be Matter of 
Fact, tally with Captain Middlelon's Story of the 
Indian's and NVorton's travelling by Land to 68*. | 
their feeing the Sun running round the Horizon for 
ſeveral Days together, eſpecially Norton, who muſt 
have inverted the Order of Nature, by ſeeing the 
Sun above the Horizon for ſeveral Days together 
in Winter- time, when in 68. But this is of a Piece 
with his Account of the Tides, Frozen Streight, Sc. 
As for his elaborate Calculation for meaſuring the 
Diſtance between Churchill and Latit. 68?, upon the 
Arch of a great Circle, he might have ſaved him- 
ſelf that Trouble, as well as his Reaſoning afrer-. 
wards, ſince his firſt Principle is falſe to a Demon- 
ſtration. Mr. Froſt, who was the Company's Lin- 
guiſt, and many Years in their Service, and had 
travelled a great Way North-weſt of Churchill, in- 
formed me that near the Shore to the Northward 
the Trees were ſmall ae th that within Land, 
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at ſome Diſtance from the Shore, there was nothing 


but Moſs for fifty or ſixty Miles; but beyond that 
the ludians told them there were large Woods. See Sur- 


geon's Account in the Appendix, and Clerk's. Ne, XL. 


His Anſwer about the Whales being above Deer 


Sound, when none were below or without the River, 


is referr d to his Log and Affidauiis. 
I deſire alſo that the Leulenani's firſt Report may 


be look'd into, wherein he ſays, there is a great Pro- 


bability of an Opening an the Weſt-fide by the coming 
in of the Whales ; and again, in coming down, we 
ſaw very large black Whales playing about the Boat, 
and in Shore; the Reaſon they were not ſeen farther 
Weſt than a little above Deer Sound, may be, that 
either being but once up, and ſtaying 0 fbort a 
Time, they might not ſee any; or being in a rapid 
Tide and narrow Paſſage betwixt the Iſlands and S. 
W. Main, it might be no proper Place for their 


Feeding, the main Channel being to the northward 


of them, beyond the Iſlands. Beſides, it is very 
probabl that they go flill eaſtward as far as the 
Ice will allow them, until they get into the Bay ; 
for the Sea-Spiders, which they feed upon, are al- 
ways near the Ice, and in ſhallow Water, near the 


Shore. See the Account of the Whale- Fiſhing in Green- 


land. His Reference to the Log-book mult be ei- 
ther his Pocket Log-book, or that of the Di/covery, 
where he might enter or alter what he pleaſed. The 
large Leg-book belonging to the Furnace, which I 
left at the Admiralty, I carefully. peruſed, and 
found no ſuch thing as Whales ſeen wihout Wager 


River. As to the Affidavits of Towns, &c. they 


were all of Men on board the Dy/covery ; and two 


of them ſwear they ſaw two or three black Whales, 


but perhaps their View of them might have been 
like the Captain's; for upon his telling me he had 
{cen two or three as he came out of Wager River, 


and my anſwering him it was not minuted either in 


2 


Wyv' wnwyy Vw = kw 1 Ta 


(270 


Log - bock or Journal, but expreſly ſet down, in go- 


ing up to the Ice, near Wager River, hitherto we 
have ſeen no M bales, but only one white Whale, as big 
as a Gr „ and three or four Seals; and none 
whom I had comverſed with,, who had been on board, 
had ſeen or heard of any, He replied, I am fure I 
heard one or two blow; and now by the Affidavits 
they were only ſeen from the Diſcovery, But in his 
Letter to me of the fifth of February, he expreſ] 
ſays, ibey had ſeen Whales without Wager River of. 
ter they came out, and before they went in; and now 
his Whole Proof amounts to no more than three 
ſeen (if true) after they came out, ſo that he proves 
his former Letter falſe ; but ſuppoſing it was ſo, it 
won't anfwer his Purpoſe ; for there being no Ice 
in Wager River to prevent their failing out, [ ſee his 
Council held the eighth of Auguſt at Cape Frigid] 
wherein it is ſaid, Unmoored' the third of Auguſt, 
and failed out of Wager River, that River and 
Strait being pretty clear of Ice, in purſuit of our Diſ 
covery. Might not then the Whales ſeen near Deer 
Sound have followed the Ice to the Welcome, and 
have been ſeen at the Mouth of the River? Or 
what could prevent Whales from coming there from 
Mpalebone Point, where ſo many were ſeen by Scroggs 
and Norton? So his Proof can be of no Service to 
him in this Point, but the reverſe, as it proves the 
Falſity of his former Letter. 5 
As to the Stages whiere the Eſtimaus had been, 
near Savage Sound, the Lieutenant ſaw the like at 
the Weſt Bluff, which made him haſte back to the 
Boat, and not go up ſo high on the Mountain as 
the Maſter did. What Part of the Country they 
reſide in, is all conjectural, and quite evaſive. 

As to the Sea-Horſes and Seals, I had it from 
the Maſter, Wilſon; for the Journal ſaying, here were 
many Whales and other Fiſh above, and none ſeen be- 
iow, I aſk'd him what * of Fiſh they were; mw 
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ther ſalt or freſh Water Fiſh? He ſaid be 1 none 
beſo des the Whales, except Sea-Horles and Seals. 
His Anfwer, in Page 19, about the large Gollec- 
tion of Water lo the weſtward, is fallacious, and eva- 
five beyond Expreſſion, and calculated wholly with 


a Deſign to deceive, ſince he ſaw the Lieutenani's 
firſt Report, and muſt have known the Truth both 


from , Lieutenant and Maſter ; for the Maſter, on 


his Parole Evidence before the Admiralty, expreſly 
ſad, that beyond the Hands was a Sireight four 
Leagues wide, going M. S. M. as well as the Lieule- 
nant, and both ſaid. they were in a By-channel, be- 
tevixt the lands and the S. W. Main. Now, in the 
Face of Truth, he would have it to be believed that 


there was a rapid Fall of Water from ſome great in- 


land Lake, and that thro? this Fall was the only Way 
Ships or Boats could get to it; is not this too glaring 
an Impoſition, contrary to Fact and Evidence, calcu- 
lated only todeceĩve, evade, and prevent the Truth from 
being known; when it appears that the main Channel 
went round che Iſlands, and that this was only a ra- 
pid Tide in a Narrow between the Iflands and an 
weſt Side where they were? | 

As to his trying the Southweſt Side, 1 ſay i it was 


not tried at all; for his croſſing over oppoſite to, 
or below Savage Cove, near the Mouth of the Ri- 
ver, was nothing to the Purpoſe. Where he ought 


to have paſſed, was oppolite to Deer Sound, which 


might have been paſſed much ſooner, as will be 


ſeen when I come to obſerve upon the Lieutenant's 


Report, which he ys elſewhere is Jo dark and . 
intelligible. 


Page 20, in TH Anſwer to the Charge pink 


him, of his not ſearching the Weſt Side of the Wel. 


come at all, he affirms he ſearched it exattly as far as 


the Rocks and Iſlands would permit bim to do it with 


Safety, and refers to his ings: Journals, and. 


Affidavits. 
Perhaps 
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Perhaps it was bis Packet Log-book; the great 
Log-book I ſaw proves otherwiſe, See the Courſe by 
Log. App. Ne. XXX. He was, by Log and Journal, 
ſix Leagues Eaſt, true Courſe, off Cape Dobbs, at four 
in the Afternoon, Avg. 9. He kept on his Courſe 
until four next Morning, the '1oth, and was then five 
Leagues off Cape Fullerton, or Cape in 64.9, 10“, which 
is all broken Lands and Iſlands. Cape Dobbs is in 
65. 10', Cape Fullerton in'649. 10', and from its be- 
ing two or three Degrees Difference in Longitude 
it can't be leſs than thirty Leagues from the other. 
He had but four Hours Light, and yet he ſays he 
did not paſs that great Bay in the Night. He did 
not ſail ten Leagues of it with Day Light, and was 
ſix Leagues diſtance from the Head Land; and Whale- 
bone Point being in 64 Deg. 55, was at leaſt ſeven 
Leagues, from Cape Dobbs; ſo that all the Opening 
which Norton ſaw from thence to Cape Fullerton was 
paſſed in the Night. The Journal ſays, the Wel. 
come, at Cape Fullerton, is ſixteen or eighteen Leagues 
wide, the S. E. Shore was in Sight next Day, at ſix or 
ſeven Leagues Diſtance; take that from the Breadth 
of ſixteen or ſeventeen Leagues, and they were 
then nine or ten Leagues from the Weſt Shore. The 
eleventh, at four in the Morning, they were in 64 
Deg. four or five Leagues from the Head Land, 
which was North of them; ſo that it is plain they | 
could fee nothing (from CapeDobbs to Cape Fullerton, 

or Cape in 64 ' Deg. 10) of the Opening or Bay 
within. Then, as per Journal, they ſay they ſtood 
along until four in the Afternoon, when they haul'd 
off to deepen the Water; but by the Log it ap- 
pears that they were eight Leagues off the Shore in 
Part of that Courſe; they lay by afterwards in the 
Night, and were next Morning five or ſix Leagues 
from the true Brook Cobham” (the Head Land, North 


of Marble and) and then they ſtood in with the 
Head Land into nine Fathoms, within two Leagues 
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of the Shore, where they ſaw the Whales z. does i 
not appear by this that he always ſtood in to the 
Head Lands, but never ſearched the Bays within 
them for Inlets or Openings, or ever once attempt. 
ed to ſend his Boat aſhore ? Coy he ren 
Openings by ſtanding in upon He either at 
Cape Fullerton, or I be fate the Whales? To 
what Purpofe does he per ſuade Men to make mw 
davits exprefly againſt Reaſon, and his Log an 
Journal? For by them it was impoſſble they Aer 
ſee any thing between! Whalebone Point and Cape 
Fullerton. Are ſuch indeterminate looſe Affidavitz 
to be believed againſt Reaſon, and the Lieutenant's 
Surgron's and Cler#'s Evidence, who ſaid, ibey could 
only ſee the Tops of Mountains at a Diſtance, bere 
and there, as it were, in the Clouds ? May not wide 
Paſſages appear at Sea as quite lock'd up by the 
Head Lands Nora. one another, e by 
ſailing into t they open, and a very ? 
Can hs be ſaid to be 45 narrow r Or 1 's the 
whole mere Evaſion? Ser 2 in = *. No. XXX. 

As to Fyx and Scroggs, who, he ſays, are pro- 
foundly unintelligible; I think: 7 Fox is both intelligi- 
ble and conſiſtent, and Scroggs otherwiſe, only 
where he wants to diſguiſe the Diſcovery, in order 
do pleaſe the Company, his Maſters. 

Fhe Reaſon he gives for not ſending PIT Boat 
aſhore was, upon account of Want of Hands, and 
refers to the Maſter's Anſwer to Query XIII, and 
two Affidavits. We. have juſt now ſeen what kind 
of looſe Affidavits theſe: Men: were brought into; 
and the Captain depends much upon hig Maſter's 
written Anſwers, which it is plain he penn'd him - 
ſelf, ſince they were very different from what he 
gave in Parole Evidence before the Admiralty;; but 
w:ſhew, that his Anſwer: here is falſe and evaſive, 
it apprars by Journal, and all the Anſwers, that he 
98 on the third of Augiſt, Hands enough boch 
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(3) 
he Ships out of Hager River. A Day or two af- 
an Hour, recalled him; the R 


again he coul ſpare the Boat, and was near twelve 


& Streight ; and truſted the Ship to the Lieutenant in 
mf ſtrong Tide, among much Ice: But the gth, 
5 10th, 11th, and 12th, his Men were all ſick again, 
„and no Boat durſt be truſted aſhore, altho* it was 
by fine Weather and not hazy, as he affirms, and no 
„Le on the Shore, | Is not this all Sham, Evaſion, 
de Hand Tricks o impoſe. upon Mankind? The Men 
he were to be ſpared or not, joſt as it was to anſwer his 
0 Purpoſe, Was there any Hazard on the 12th and 
isch, when they water'd their Ships at Marble 
„e Land? Did he not then ſpare the Boats, but could 
© not to loak out for an Inlet; and did not the Sur- 
„Len clear up that Point at the Admitalty, by | ag | 
ducing from his Books, that out of fifty-three 


y Men then aboard the Furnace, there were but eight 

7 I unſerviceable. Is not his Defence here glaring Im- 
pudence? e 1 

ls not his Anſwer alſo, about his Obſervation of 


once the Time of the Tide is fix'd aſhore, and it 


by the Slacks it may be eaſily known aboard which 
is Flood. But is this the Caſe here? Was it not 


of knowing at the Welcome when they came out, 


both Ships; and, with two Boats a- head, to to, 


terwards at the Low Beach, when he ſent. the Lieu- 
tanant aſhore to try the Tide, and 2 half 


Hours aſhore himſelf, to make out his frozen 


the Tides and Currents aboard better than aſhore, 
olaring and evaſive? Every Body knows that when 


is known which is Flood and which Ebb, that then 


declared in Council, that they had no Opportunity 


which was the Flood Current; and was not that 
the Reaſon why they were to ſearch that Coaſt- 
again? Would he ſuffer any Perſon to go aſhore at 
any Piace to try the Flood? It will appear imme- 
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(32) 

diately, that he had Nava: the Tide at Cape 
Frigid, and called the Ebb Flood, and that with 
Delign. By that Error once lad down, he im- 
poſed upon his Crew for the future, who could not 
be undeceived again without going aſhore. Does 
not this in a manner prove that he knew the Tide 
he gave out was not the true Tide? But that the 
Flood came from the S. W. inſtead of the N. E. 
and that he had acted againſt his Inſtructions in 
following, inſtead of meeting the Tide; or, could 
he pretend to know the Height of the Tide on 
Board, without the Ship's being ; at Anchor; ſo that 
his whole. Anſwer to this Point is falſe or evaſive. 

How does it appear that he try'd the Tide at 
Ihate Cave? Was he ever there? Does 18 or JO 
nal ever once mention it? 

'He ſays, be did not quit the Diſcovery tll the 1 5th 
of Auguſt, Was not the Diſcovery: quitted when 
he left Wager Strait on the third of Auguſt, an open 
bold Paſſage leading Sovuth-weſt, the only Courſe 
we wiſh'd for? Was his going North-caſt to look 
for it, proſecuting the Diſcovery ? Or was his re- 
turning from Cape Frigid, without ſearching any In- 
let, to water at Marble Hand, proſecuting the Diſ- 
covery? When he was informed there of a fair Open- 
ing and a. ſtrong Tide of Flood coming from theWeſt- 
ward, would he let it be try'd ? If he had, I ſhould ' 
not have ſaid that he quitted the Diſcovery. fo ſoon. 

He ſays, he was afraid of being frozen up upon 
bis Return, as one of | the Company's ' Ships was at 
Manſell's Iſland in September. This was no Ob- 
jection, when he was employed in the Company” 9 
Service, for then he returned even Har in September. 

He ſays, all to Southward of 65 Deg.” bas been care: 
Fully ſought, and to no purpoſe, theſe 100 Years: (for- 
300 is a Miſprint.) None were there” but "Button, 
Fox, and Scroggs, from whom we have any Ac- 
count; how then has it been ſought by many 
others? Neither Scraggs not the Company's trading 

| Sloops 


. - VEE MEE e, .. Te et 


6 . — n (9 mT ci aT 


1 


.* 3 " th © © 
4 3 . — 
a 


% , 2. 62g 


„ 
Sloops at Vale Cove going to make any Diſcovery, 
but rather to conceal it. As to the Diſcoveries 
within Land, they are all in his own Brain; for 
Norton would never have told him here was an open 
Sea, and that be believed there was a Paſſage S. W. 


from Whalebone Point, if he had travelled beyond 


the Polar Circle, and found it ſtill a Continent. 

He ſays, none of the Fournals mention that the Ice 
was but juſt breaking up in Wager River, when they 
entered it. Lanrick's Letter expreſsly ſays fo, wrote 
by his Privity ; and tho' I agree with him that it 
was broke up, yet the Journal fays :—The Lieute- 
nant returned the 1th; be bad been up as high as the 
Ice would permit, it being faſt above from Side to 
Side. In Common Senſe that ſhould mean not broke 
up. I allow to him, that Rivers having their Courſe 
Northwards, that the Ice breaks up ſooner more 
ſoutherly z but I much doubt if they do where they 
run from the Notthward from any Diſtance within 
the Polar Circle, which was the Caſe here if it was 
a River. 0 . 

He endeavours to prove the Weakneſs of my 
Conjecture from the Diſproportion there is between 
the Ice and Water, fo as that the Ice ſhould make 
it brackiſh, in caſe it were a Strait; but it is not a 
very weak Conjecture, that Ice above eight or ten, 
Foot thick, when diſſolved, ſhould make the Sur- 
face of the Water brackiſh; freſh Water being light- 
er than ſalt Water, will lie above the other for ſome 
Time, fo as to be only brackiſh. It has been taken 
up at Sea upon the Surface many Leagues without 
the River, when it was Salt below, as at the River 
Amazons, about 30 Leagues out at Seas. 

I allow his Concluſion to be right, that in 
freſh Rivers the Tide leſſens the higher it goes, 
until it comes to nothing at laſt; but it does not 
follow that therefore it muſt be a fre River, be- 
cauſe we find in Streigbis it leſſens alſo until it comes 
| | | to 
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| laying, I may as well ſay that Hudſon's Streight 1s 


( 34 ) 
to the Middle of the Streigbts, which he allows to 
be true in Magellan's Streigbis, &c. which may be 
the only parallel Inſtance «ve at preſent know : But 
there is no reaſon that Magellan's Streight. ſhould 
be BRACKISH, becauſe there was no Ice there, it 
being in Lat. 53 Deg. Beſides, I believe no In- 
ſtance can be given of a River, with a narrow En- 
trance, that was brackiſh 30 Leagues up the River; 
and it appears this was /alt, or undeniably brackiſh, 
at leaſt ſo far. FE 

In the laſt Paragraph, Page 27, he owns, zhey 
ſaw no Whales at Repulſe Bay, or at Cape Frigid, 
tho he was within fix Miles of the Cod of the Bay, 
and aſhore a whole Day at Cape Frigid, The ſeeing 
Sea-Horſes and Seals are no Symptoms of Mbales; 
for many are ſeen where there are no Whales, as at 
Sea-Horſe Point, Cherry I/land, &c and Seals in Abun- 


dance almoſt every where in the Bay, at Por: Net 


fon, Daniſh River, the Mooſe, Rupert's River, &c. 
His Anſwer, Page 28, about his frozen Strait 
and Tide, is all falſe, and calculated to impoſe upon 
the Public an erroneous Tide and Current, in order 
to make it be believed, that he followed his In- 
ſtructions by meeting the Tide, which, tho' a Part 
of his Inſtructions, did not order him to go north- 
eaſterly to find it; and to bring Whales to the 
N. W. of. the Bay, and to raiſe ſuch high Tides as he 
found there, for (they being ſo much leſſened at 


_ Cary's Swan's Neſt and Manſell Iſland) without ſome 


. other Tide to be found out from the Eaftward, he 
muſt of courſe allow they were occaſioned by the 
Influx of a Weſtern Ocean; and therefore he is 
in the Right to labour this Point: For without this 
Tide and Streigbt he muſt allow of the Paſſage; and 

of couiſe prove that he has ſcandalouſly impoſed up- 
on the Public in concealing the Diſcovery, But this 
can't be allowed him upon his bare Aſſertion, or 
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an imaginary one; when it is contrary to better 
Evidence, and Reaſon, founded upon Facts, which 
can't lie; for his Log-Book and his Maſter”s hear-ſay 
Anſwers, with his indeterminate Affidavits, won't 
eſtabliſh this Tide and Streight, 

The Maſter, before the "Admiralty, deny*d, he 
knew any Thing of it, he being on Board with the 
Lieutenant ; yet he afterwards gave a full Anſwer by 
Hear-ſay upon the Faith of the Captain ; but by 
comparing the Clerk's Anſwer with the Account 


and Draught ſent up by Axx the Gunner, to one of 
the Lords of the Admiralty, againſt the Account 


he has ſet down in his Log and Journal, his ſpa- 
cious frozen Sireight, an hundred Fathoms deep, is 
a mere Fiction, and is dwindled into an Arm of 
the Sea three Leagues wide, full of Iſlands, which 
ſurrounded the Ifland they ſtood upon, and ſepa- 
rated it from the Low Beach, as appears from the 
Gunner's Draught of it, which exactly agrees with 
the Clerk's Account; and by comparing their Ac- 
counts with the Journal it appears to be ſo: For, 
tho* the Entry in the Log and Journal was made 
by the Captain, and it was call'd broader therein it to 


_ anſwer his Purpoſe, making it four or five Leagues 


where narroweſt, and ſix or ſeven where broadeſt, 
and fixteen or eighteen Leagues Jong, yet the 
Journal owns that it ſtretch'd S. E. round to the 
South and Weſtward, almoſt full of large and ſmall 


Ilands, and full of Ice not broke up, all faſt to | 


both Shores and Iflands; fo that by its turning 
Weſtward, it muſt needs come in between them 
and the Low Beach Point, over-againſt Cape Hope. 
See App. Ne. XXX, But if this be not ſufficient 
Evidence againſt his Streight, we ſhall ſee how it 
ſtands as to the Tide and Current, The Captain 
ſays he left the Ship betwixt nine and ten, and got 
aſhore at eleven, when (if he is to be believed) it 
was "—_ Water, tho', by his own Confeſſion, it 
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Facts can't lie. 


(36) 5 
flowed until. one, it being Low- water at ſeven at 


Night; for which he now begs Pardon, and afks 


Leave to retract it; but it is too late, and too ma- 
terial a Point to be given up, he having own'd it 
before a Gentleman of Character I carried with me 
on Purpoſe. He therefore does not deny it, as he 
does the Bribe offered to him by one of the Hudſon's 
Bay Directors, no Body having been by when he 
to!d it to me; tho' he has forgot that he told it to 
others who will ſupport what I have ſaid. But this 
of the Tide was no Surprize upon him, tho? he 
ſays he had not his Memorandum Book at Hand ; for 
he gave me his Pocket Log-Book to look into, the 
only Time I viſited him, with a View to deter- 
mine this Point about the Tide. In careleſsly turn- 
ing to that Part of the Voyage about bis frozen 
S:reight, I faid, Pray, Captain, do you remember 
what Time it was Low-water, when you were aſhore 
at Cape Frigid ? He pauſed a-while, and ſaid, 27s, 


it was Low-water about fix v' Clock; and after a little 


Recollection he ſaid, it was juſt about Sun ſet. 1 
ſaid, as it was then the 8th of Auguit, tbe Sun ſet 
about ſeven; ſo that it was then Low-water about 
ſeven: Therefore he could not be ſurpriz d into 
this Anſwer. But he did not at once conſider what 
the Conſequence would be in owning the Truth, 
After a little more indifferent Chat we parted z and 


after going out, I deſired Mr. Alan to minute 


down this Conceſſion, for a great deal depended 
upon it. But if he had not made this Conceſſion, 
He ſays he got aſhore at eleven, and the Clerk 
ſays he returned to the Shore at ſeven at Night, 
when it was about Low-water. He ſays here in 
his Defence, that he returned at Half an Hour 
after four, when it had flow'd four Feet; now 
let us conſider which of theſe. is the Truth. He, 
as well as the Clerk, ſays, he travell'd from twelve 

to 
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. 
to fifteen Miles, to the Top of the higheſt 
Mountain that overlook'd the Streight, and the 
Gunner and Carpenter went a Mile or two far- 
ther. It is not eaſy to be believed that he could 
walk from twenty four to thirty Miles in five Hours 
and a Half, that would be walking upon rough 
Ground at leaſt five Miles an Hour; was it not ve- 
ry great walking it in eight Hours, without waiting 


to make Obſeryations? Can it be ſuppoſed he 


could do it in leſs? If it was then ſeven when he 
returned, and High-water at eight, how then could 
he find by a Pole that it had twelve Feet to flow ? 
It appears alſo. that it was Half an Hour after nine 


at Night when he got aboard, tho? the Ship ſtood 
in near the Shore to take him in; what was he 


then doing for near five Hours after his taking the 
Height of the Tide? Or why needed he to aſk of 


the Boatmen which way the Tide flowed, ſince he 


ſtaid himſelf upon Shore until it was High- water 
by his Account? Thus Truth muſt appear, it is 
in vain to conceal it; for to make out one Falſhood, 
many others are required to ſupport it. 

He here argues, that there was no Opening to- 
ward the and between it and the Low Beach, be- 
cauſe they obſerved no Tide there; this rather ſup- 
ports what I have ſaid, and ſhews there was no 


Streight to cauſe a ſtrong Tide; and by his Lieu- 


tenant's Obſervation (See App, N. XLIII.) that at 
ten in the Moorning a ſtrong Tide forced the Ship ta 
the northward, here it is plainly proved it was then 
flowing Water, and by ſetting them northward, it 
did not force them into the Streight North of Cape 
Frigid, but only the Tide from the S. W. flow- 
ing into Repulſe Bay; and this was confirmed by 
the Anſwer of the Boatmen, who told him, the 


Flood went to the northward, which he contradicted, 


and ſaid, it could not be fo, He durſt not ſay, it 
ſhould not be ſo, tho' that was what he meant. 4 
1 After 
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(38) 
Aſter ſtruggling very hard for this Tide at ſeven, 
and finding it won't do, he ſays, what would it avail 
me if he granted it to me? and ſo wants to raiſe 
Scruples, and make Difficulties about Tides in other 
Places. I ſay it will prove a great deal, and what 
he inſtances about the Time of the Tide from Re- 
ſolution to Diggs, 130 Leagues, flowing that Di- 
ſtance in five Points from E. S. E. to S. by E. or 
in three Hours and forty eight Minutes, and being 
but one Point in flowing down to Albany, 250 
Leagues, or forty eight Minutes in Time, where 
a South Moon makes high Water, I ſuppoſe this 
to be Fact, and ſhall then ſhew his Error, or the 
Fallacy he would impoſe upon the Public in this 
Poſtulate. All, who know any thing of Tides, are 
ſenſible, that if a South Moon makes high Water, 
a North Moon, the oppoſite Point, does fo too; 
now fince there is a $77: or ſtrong Tide in Hudſon's 
 Streight, and it is five Hours in running 140 
Leagues, which is the Length of the Sreight, and 
as the Tide in the Bay is ſpent, and conſequently 
leſs rapid, it muſt, in Reaſon, be longer in flowing 
250 Leagues; and the Caſe is plain, it is ſo; for 
it is ſeventeen Points in flowing down to Albany, 
and a North Moon makes high Water there; yet 
he would impoſe this Fallacy upon us, that it flowed 
in forty eight Minutes, inſtead of twelve Hours and 
forty eight Minutes; fo this great Difficulty va- 
niſhes, As to his Quotation from the learned Dr. 
Halley, it is here nothing to the Purpoſe, only to 
ſhew that he has read it, and applies it without 

Judgment. ; h Jet 
Hh Are to my Remark of the Current of 
Floods going ſlowly N. N. E. on the ſixth of Fuiy 
off the Head Land, in 63 Deg. 20, ſaying, here J 
ftriftly keep to Rules and Theory, and ſhewing that 
Tides and Currents vary from Winds blowing at 
great Diſtances from it, is only prauncing and evad- 
ing; 
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(39 ) 
ing; for at that Seaſon of the Year they had no 
ſtormy Weather, probably, within the Bay, and 
the Eaſtern Ocean could not affect it. As to my 
Miſtake he mentions in calling the Current two 
Knots two Fathoms, inſtead of two Fathoms, I 
own I took it to be a Miſtake in copying the Jour- 
nal; for a Current ſo ſlow as two Fathoms in Half 
a Minute (not one Fourth of a Mile in an Hour) 
I could ſcarce call a Current at all; and ſince in 
Council at Cape Frigid they allowed there were ſtrong 
Tides and Currents at this Head-land, that cauſed 
my Miſtake, tho' it be not a material one; [See 
Lieutenant's Account in App. N. XLIII.] nor taking 
ſix for five o' Clock, ſince he lowered the Boat at five 
to try the Tide. But he wants to catch at Straws 
like a ſinking Man, PE, 

Page 34, he ſays, I have miſrepreſented the Affair 
of the Baat's being carried out of the River by the 
Ebb Current, I ſay I have not miſrepreſented it; 
the Lieutenant ſaid expreſly before the Admiralty, 
that he was carried out by the Tide of Ebb, cloſe + 
by the Rocks, four or five Leagues out of the River 
S. W. round Cape Dobbs, and ſays the fame in his 
written Anſwer, and that could not be an eddy 
Tide of Ebb from the S. W. The Clerk ſays, this 
the Lieutenant and Maſter has often affirmed for 
Truth, tho now the Maſter prevaricates, for fear of 
being any Man's Ruin, The Maſter gave a different 
Anſwer in Writing from what he had affirmed to 
me before the Surgeon and Clerk ; for he told me, 
he was carried by the Ebb quite round Cape Dobbs 
40 the S. W. and when it flowed they got back again, and 
fa got over to the North Shore with the Flood; but 
before the Admiralty he only owned, that if carried 
bim out S. E. by S. towards Cape Dobbs (until they 
met the Channel Ebb from W. by $. by Compaſs) the 
Words in his written Anſwer, | 

| 1 6 But 


(40) 
But ſince the Captain refers to the Lieutenant's 
Report the 27th of Fuly, ſo do I. It is plain from 


it, that a Weſt Moon made high Water at the En- 


trance of Yager River, It mentions, that at Half 
an Hour after four in the Morning, the 26th, the 

were drove out of Wager River, along the Sout 

Shore, five Leagues off Cape Dobbs, and when the 
Tide of Flood made, he got through the Ice, and 
failed to the North Shore; now if the Tide had 
flowed from the N. E. and ſo by Cape Dobbs S. W. 
the Courſe of the Velcome, when the Ebb flacked, 
how could the Flood help him to get to the North 
Shore ? Would not both Tide and Ice have carried 
him fouthweftward, the Courſe of the Velcome? So 


that this Report, to which he refers, is manifeſtly 


and abſolutely againſt his Current and Tide of 


Floods coming from the northward. 


He ſays he tried the Current there a Day before 


Full- moon, and it run only five Knots, when I ſay 


from fix to nine Knots, I own I was told ſo; but 
fee his own Letter from the Orkneys, where he owns 


it ran from five to ſix Knots ; now fince it is known 


chat the Spring-tides are not at higheſt until three 
Days after the Full, my Information may not have 
been wrong, if the Current was between ſix and 
nine at Spring- tides. V 

Page 36, where I ſay be food out of Wager Ri- 
ver N. E. with Sails, Oars, and two Boats a Head, 
to avoid being forced up the River by the Return of the 
Tide; which Fact was ſupported by the Lieutenant*s, 
Surgeons and Clerk's Anſwers, and only evaded by 
the Maſter's. This he does not deny; but would 
have it believed he went out only eaſtward; but al- 
ledges I was of Opinion, that after he bad got out as 


far as Cape Dobbs, be ſhould have flood in again W. 


S. W. be Wind being S. Had I hinted any ſuch 
thing it would have been abſurd; what I ſaid was, 
that when he was plying out with Sails and Oars, when 
| 1 it 
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it was. almoſt caln, being afraid of being forced in 
again with the rapid Tide of Flood, if the Flood had 
come from the N. E. from Cape Frigid, as he al- 
ledges, he ought not (to have avoided that Tide) 70 


have plied out N. E. in the direct Way of the Current, 


but to have. plied then towards Cape Dobbs, to have 
got into the eddy Tide, in order to be out of the Current 
by the Return of the Flood; and ſince no Body doubts 


his Capacity or Prudence in failing his Ship, it con- 


firms my Opinion that he knew the Flood came 
from the S. W. altho' he durſt not own it. 

As he refers to his former Anſwer about this ro- 
zen Streigbt, ſo do I, and ſhall only farther add, 


that the Current he mentions, was the Tide of Flood 


from S. W. flowing into Repulſe Bay; and *tis plain, 
from his Caution in calling the' Lieutenant back in 
| Half an Hour after he had ordered him aſhore at 

the Low Beach to try the Tide, even before he 


could reach the Shore, that he was afraid of this 
diſcovering the true Tide; for when the Lieutenant 


return'd, and told him he was ſo near the Shore that 


he plainly ſaw it was falling Water, and had EA dd . 


Two Feet; the Captain put it ſo in the Journal, ſign'ꝰd 
by himſelf, which he ſent me; yet he has now altered 
it in his printed Log · Booł, [See his Log- Book, Aug. 6.] 
and calls it there flowing Water, and that it came 
from the Eaſtward, tho? the Lieutenant told him 
otherwiſe, and ſaid the Ełb had like to have carry*d 
him S. W. round the Low Beach Point, [ See App. 
Ne. XLIV.] and is alſo evident from his checking 
the Boatmen at Cape Frigid, when they told him 
the Flood went northward. The Clerk likewiſe ſays, 


that when he went aſhore he ſtopp'd a little to make 


ſome Obſervation of the Tide, upon which the 
Captain call'd him off from viewing it; ſo that by 


his whole Conduct he was afraid any ſhould know 


the true Tide. As to my denying a Paſſage for the 
Tide, by ſtopping up the Streigbt with 3 
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Log and Journal, which ſays, the Streight was almoſt 
Full of large and ſmall Iſlands, See alſo the Gunner's 
Draught and Account, as well as the Clerk's, Appen- 
dix, Ne. XXXIX. . 5 

The Captain's Anſwer to my Objection (from 
there being no Current or Tide in the Cod of Re- 
pulſe Bay, ſince by his Draught it would have been 
in the very Direction of his Tide thro? the Streight) 
and his Solution for it, is falſe Reaſoning in this In- 
ſtance : Repulſe Bay is very deep and wide; and, 
according to hi Draught, the Tide would flow up 
N. W. ſo that it would ſet round the Bay, and 
come out again by Cape Hope, where would be a 
ſtrong Tide. VVA n 

_ Here 2 he thinks to prove an Inconſiſtency 
in me, inſinuating that I would have it that Yager 
River, which is at the Entrance but ſeven Miles wide, 
bids fairer for filling the Welcome, and all thoſe 
Bays, than the Frozen Streight, which he would 


have to be as many Leagues wide, and much nearer 


' the Eaſtern Ocean, I defy him to ſhew that I ever 
hinted any Thing like it; nay, I ſaid that I be- 
lieved there was a South-weſtern Tide, that flowed 


thro* the broken Lands and Iflands between Wager 


River and Whale Cove, and flowed up the 

Entrance of Wager Streight until it would meet a 
contrary Tide; which probably may be ſome where 
above Deer Sound, „„ 
Page 38, when I preſs him with there having 
been a ſtrict Tide near Brook Cobbam, which is al- 
lowed in his Cape Frigid Council, his Anſwer is, 
that at full Moon it ran two Knots, and he found 
it run more between Churchill and York Fart; and 


then quits it to ſhew how ſtrong the Tides run 


ree with 


farther North. But does this Anſwer. 
rmed by 


what they allowed in Council, and is 


the Lieutenant, Surgeon and Clerk, to be as rapid as 
any they have ſeen? {See tbe Lieutenant's Paper 4 
ET the 
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the Appendix Ne. XLIV. fign'd alſo by ſeveral of the 


Men en beard, as to the Current there, which broke a 
ſtrong deep-ſea Line, and thereby loft a deep. ſea Lead 
of fifty Pounds weight, the Tide running ſeveral Knots, 
inſtead of two Fathoms, as bere be mentions.] Or 
does it agree with what the Lieutenant obſerved at 
Marble and, when he took the Draught of a fine 


Cove there, where he found it to flow ſo ſtrongly 


from the Weſt-North-Weſt by Compaſs, that the 
Boatmen were up to their Middle in Water before 
they could get a Bear they had kill'd into the Boat? 
But ſince this Tide, and the Opening the Lieute- 
nant ſaw to the Weſtward, is a very material Point 


9 


of the Diſcovery, and is not taken notice of in 


any Part of the Captain's Defence; tho? it is plain 
he had the Lieutenant Draught and Account of it, 
by his fixing the Original Draught in the Appendix 
of the Manuſcript delivered in to the Admiralty, 
to which he gives there a very ſlight Anſwer, fay- 
ing it is dark and unintelligible, it may be proper 
in this Place to obſerve u it, and refer to the 
original Account in his Appendix. The Captain 
diſparages the fine Cove D found, by 
ſay ing it was all Pebble- Stones at Bottom; and all the 
Advantage the Lieutenant could make of it, was for 
Ships to come from England to load Pebble-Stones 
there. But is this to be taken upon his Word? For 
the Liewtenant ſays no ſuch Thing. He ſays it is 


dark and unintelligible, like his other Reports: If 


ſo, it is only /o to him; for, to me, this, as well as 
the others, is very plain and zntelligible; and his en- 


deavouring to explain away his Meaning, by ſay- 


ing, if he meant that the Tide came round the 
N. W. Side of the Iſland, it proceeded from a great 
Bay between two Head-lands, one in 63*. 20, and 
the other on the Weſt Side of the Iſland; and the 
Iſland being in the Tide's way, it would come round 
both Sides of it, and this being the Courſe of the 
14 WY G 2 9 Tide, 
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(44) 
Tide, made him apprehend' it came out of ſome 
Inlet from the Weftern Ocean. 

As the Iſland lay W. N. W. and E. 8. E. by 
Compals, which is nearly Weſt, Variation allow*d, 
it is very plain that he meant it came from the 
Opening in the ſuppoſed Main to the Weſtward; 
ſo how is he unintelligible ? Now his „ erg it 
to have come round the Iſland from a Bay N. W 
of the INand, might have been a plauſible Evaſion. 


tho? not true, in caſe” his frozen Streight was in be- 


ing, and a great Lide low'd down the Welcome from 
it. But his Streight and Tide are both vaniſhed. 
Yet, if it were true, he has, by his Draught, own*d 
that the Eaſtern Tide by Cary's Swan's Neſt meets 
the other at the Head. land North of Marble Iſland ; 


and this would have caufed the Current of Flood 


South of the IJand to go from the Eaſtward into 
that Inlet or Opening Rankin ſaw, and not to come 
from it. So that he would explain away the Lieu- 
tenant's Meaning, and have it to be believed it came 
round the Iſland, without any Foundation or Rea- 
fon ; bur that he was pinch'd, and had nothing 
better to fay for it. I am mightily pleaſed to find 
that he allows there was ſuch a Tide and Opening ; 
I was afraid he would have deny'd the whole: But 
here he modeſtly ſays "the Lieutenant unjuſtly accuſes 
him of hindering him from examining this Opening, 
and refers to his Anſwer to Query XX. where he 
Tays, the Caplets did not diſcourage him from making 
any Dijcovery fin Wager River.] The Surgeon alfo - 
ſaw the Opening from the Top-maſt-head, but no- 
thing could move the Captain to let it be try'd. 

Bur if it had come round the Weſt End of the 
Iland, what would that make for him? It could 
could only be inferr*d from thence, that there were 
Inlets to the N. W. of the Iſland, as well as Ran- 
kin's Opening, from whence the Tide alſo flow'd, 
and? tis very rational nt it e be ſo; and that 
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it is all broken Lands and Iſlands, conſidering that 
a nearly Weſt Moon makes High-water all along 
that Coaſt, as far as Wager River, where it alſo 
flows Weſt by his Journal: For the Lieutenant ſays 


it was almoſt dark when the ſtrong Tide came 


from the Weſtward, which was near eight at Night. 
Now the Tide could pot riſe ſo faſt (until it had 
flow*d at leaſt an H6ur and half, or two Hours) 
as to riſe up to the Men's Waiſts; and as it was 
juſt then Quarter Moon, it was Low- water about 


| ſix at Night; ſo that a Weſt Moon made High- 


water; and therefore the Lieutenant*s whole Account 
ſeems agreeable to Reaſon and Truth. Ph 

He ſays alſo that a W. S. W. Moon made High- 
water at Vhale Cove, which, being earlier, could not 
be from his frozen Streight Tide. But to return to 
his Anſwer about a N. W. Wind's making the 
higheſt Tides at Churchill, Here he has got Mac- 
beth to ſwear, that a N. and N. E. Wind raiſed a 
higher Tide at Churchill than a S. or S. W. Wind. 
It is very reaſonable that a N. E. Wind, which blows 
nearly into that River, ſhould raiſe higher Tides than' 
a S. W. Wind, which blows out of the River; fo 


that this Affidavit is all Evaſion. The Ocean Tides 


from the S. E. and N. W. are no ways affected by 
theſe Winds, as they blow athwart both Tides; but 
the N. W. and S. E. Winds are what blow from 
each Ocean, in caſe they each communicate with 
the Bay. Now his Proof ſhould be, that a S. E. 
Wind raiſes a higher Tide than a N. W. which he 
durſt not attempt to prove againſt, not only the 


Lieutenant, Surgeon, and Clerk*s Evidence, but alſo his 


own Letter to me of the 20th of January, 1737-8. 
See the Appendix, No. VIII. wherein he ſays, be 
Company think it their Intereſt rather to prevent than 


forward Diſcoveries in that Part of the World, and 


for that Reaſon they won't ſuffer any of our Fournals 
4% by made public; all the Information 1 am able to 


3 


' muſt come from the Welcome, which is not far from 


ther; Button was never there but once, and Fox 


coveries; the Company wanting to prevent any. 


fer in the Appendix,— 


646) 
give, is, that the Tides riſe more with N. and 
N. W. Wind, at _w_ Tides, than ever the Spring 
Tides do at Churchill, or Albany, with Southerly 
or Eaſterly Winds ; and as there is little or no Lide 
betwixt Mansfield and Cary's Swan's Neſt, nor a. 
on the N. or N. N. E. of Mill Iſles in that Bay, it 


r 


ſome Weſtern Ocean. | | | 
Now is his looſe Affidavit to be regarded after 
this, from his own Knowledge, having wintered be- 
fore in Churchill? And does he not allow that 
there is no Tide North of Mill Ius, near his New 
Frozen Streight ; and yet he now brings a vaſt ſtrong 
Tide thro? it. 5 "ot jo 
As to the Whales and Tides in the Welcome, I 
need fay no more upon theſe Heads, they being 
fully treated of already, 5 . 
In Page 40 he begins a kind of Hiſtory of the 
Trials made, and a learned Diſſertation from it, 
which I need not follow, but refer to; and only ob- 
ſerve where it is falſe or evaſive of the Truth. He 
fays Button and Fox were there ſeveral Years toge- 


but once. Scrogps, Kelſey, &c. were all in the Com- 
pany's Service, and went to trade, not to make Dy/- 


See the Letter mentioned above. So what Kelſty knew 
by his Indians was not to be divulged. It is falſe 
that he ever diſcouraged me, but, on the contrary, 
always gave me Hopes. See his Letters. The fol- 
lowing Paragraph about his Care and Diligence in 
inquiring about the Paſſage, is all Cant; and his 
Enquiry about the Indians and Enghſh, who tra- 
velled Inland to the Northward, is juſt the ſame; as 


2 * 1 a TO "ME 


is his being ſatisfied that any farther Search is fruit- 
leſs; all which is contrary to his former Letters and 


Obſervations upon Scr wt s Journal, to which I re- 
could knaw nothing of 


(47) 
Whale Cove and Marble Iſland before he went out; 

but he knew of tlieſe Openings at Whale Cove and 
Marble [land from Lovegrove and Rankin; and 
therefore as it was for the good of the Service, he 
ought to have done it purſuant 10 bis Iuſtructions. 
His Inſtructions were % go 10 Whalebone Point, 
and keep either to the Eaſtward or Weſtward of that. 
Point, according as be could get a Paſſage; and to 
meet the Tide of Flood, whether it came from S. W. 
or N. W. [See his Orders in his Appendix, No. I. 
p. 100. ] but thoſe. Orders did not command him to 
go Eaſtward to meet it; and yer, that he might 
have a Sort of Pretence to go out of the Way, he 
has fram'd a Tide of his own, His Inſtructions 
were, upon every Emergency, to conſult his Officers, 
and af? for the good of the Service he went upon; ſo 
that he had Latitude enough to have ſearch'd any 
Place Southward of & balebone Point, where he had 
any Account or Hopes of an Inlet or Paſſage. Here 
he goes on with a learned Diſſertation from Facts 
of his own framing, which muſt be taken upon his 
Word, in which there is very little Truth; he af- 
firming Facts contrary to his former Letters to me, 
and therefore is not to be credited. 

His Account from the Indians and Norton is falſe. 
See his Obſervations upon Scrogg's Journal, the Sur- 
geon and Clerk's Report, and his Letter to me in 
October, 1739, wherein he ſays: I was this Tear 
at Churchill Factory, -where Norton is Governor; 
he was with Scroggs in 1722; and he ſeems confi- 
dent, from a View be took from a Promontory aſhore, 
that there muſt be a clear Paſſage ;, the Land is very 
bigh, and falls off to the Southward of the Weſt. This 
Year ſome of the Natives, who came down to trade at 
Churchill, and had never been before at any of our 
Engliſh Settlements, informed him they frequently 
traded with Europeans on the Weſt Side of America, 
near the Lina of Churchill, by heir 2 
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| which ſeems to confirm that the two Seas muſt meet 


(48) 


See Appendix, No. XVI. and XL. After this will 
any believe him, when he ſays Norton had travelled 
by Land to 68 Deg. without ſeeing any Sea, Tree, 


or Shrub? Sure he thinks he deals with blind 


People, or Children! But it can be made appear 

that Norton ſaid otherwiſe. See Meſſieurs e t 

and Wigate's Account in Appendix, Ne. XL. _ 
After this Diſſertation in Fol. 43 and 44, he bo 


| inſerted a great deal, which is not in the Manuſcript 


delivered in to the Admiralty, which is all calcu- 
lated to intimidate any from making _ further 
Attempt, and to evade the Truth.” _ 

And f ſince Capt. Middleton has laid doin ſome 
Particulars for me to conſider of before another 


Voyage is attempted, I ſhall, that the Public may 
not be impoſed upon by a formal Set of Falſities, 


or intimidated by invented Dangers, give a true 
Deſcription of the Voyage thro* Huaſon's Streigbi 


to the Welcome, where the Paſſage is ſuppoſed to 


lie, and deſire the Reader will compare my Ac- 
count with his, whereby his flagrant Falſities, Eva- 
ſions, and Intimidations, will be made evident. 
Hudſon's Streigbt is twelve or thirteen Leagues 
wide at the Entrance, the Tide running W. S. W. 
and E. N. E. croſs the Mouth of the Streight, ſo 
that you are ſet over from Side to Side in one 
Tide's Time. The North Side is very bold and 
ſteep to, the South Side dangerous and rocky near 
the Shore. It flows E. S. E. at Reſolution, and from 


that Place to Cape Diggs is 140 Leagues, which is 


the Length of that Streight, Cape Diggs bearing W. 
129. N. from the Iſland of Reſolution. Be ſure keep 
within a Mile or two of the north Shore i in your 
Outward-bound Paſſage, if you have any Thing of 


a leading Gale; for the Ice ſets. wholly over to the 


Southward. When you are Half-way up the 


ng, make a Slant over towards Cape Charles, 


which 


, 
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which is a high, bold Land, and then keep be- 
tween Nottingham and Walſngham, unleſs you have 
a Mind to prove the Tide between Saliſbury and 
Nottingham, which, if you have Time and fair 
Weather, will ſatisfy you of the Tides from the 
Northward, and prove the Reality of Capt. Mid- 
dleton's Frozen Streight, if there is any ſuch Thing. 
Two of the annual Ships belonging to the Hudſon's 
Bay Company have been loſt among Ice within theſe 
thirty Years, but let not that intimidate you; a 
good Look- out is the beſt Pilot among Ice, tage- 
ther with a diligent Attendance on the Helm and 
Sails, After you paſs Cape Diggs, take care of 
Mangfield*s and, which is a low flat Land, twenty 
Leagues long and three broad, the north End of 
it is thirteen Leagues W, by S. by true Compaſs 
from Cape Diggs; the Water ſhoals off from the 
South End to a great Diſtance, When you are 
round Mansfield*s and ſhape your Courſe for Cary's 
Swan's Neſt, or Cape Southampton, keeping a good 


Offing, becauſe in ſome Places on that Coaſt the 


Water ſhoals ſuddenly ; and after you are the 
Length of Cape Southampton, you may ſteer away 
N. W. or more or leſs northerly, for any Part of 
the weſt Side of the Velcome, where there are 
good Soundings : However, keep the Lead going. 
Captain Middleton once paſſed Hudſon's Streight by 
the 5th of July; and as for his being detain'd in 
Ice for ſix Weeks, it is true; but then it was at the 
Bottom of the Bay near Abany; for a N. W. Wind 
drives the Ice from the Welcome into Hudſon's Bay, 
which makes the Welcome pretty clear by the Middle 
of Fuly, when you may attempt any Diſcovery on 
the Weſt Side. As to croſſing the Bay, it is an In- 
timidation of his, becauſe there is no Neceſſity for 
it in going to the Northweſtwards upon Diſcove- 
ries, Indeed if you winter at Churchill, as he did, 
you' muſt then croſs the Bay ; but you have not any 
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| Reaſon to believe that he was never able to arrive at 


( 50 ) 
the Factory before the 2oth of Auguſt, above five 


or fix Times in three and twenty Voyages, when 


his Majeſty*s Ship Furnace, which ſet out later by 
a Month than any of the Hudſon's Bay Ships ever 
did, arrived at Churchill the ninth of Auguſt, and 
might have got there much ſooner, had ſhe not 
been obliged to keep Company with the Tender, 
which was a very dull Sailer, And it was winter- 
ing there that broke the Spirits of the Men, They 
had, by the beſt Accounts, a moſt miſerable ſlaviſh 
Liſe ; the Carpenters he obliged to repair three of 
the Hudſon's Bay Sloops; the Armourer and his Mate 
to work for that Company, the Joiners employed 


within the Fort, Cc, This he did under the Co- 


lour of an Order he received from their Lordſhips 
of the Admiralty, requiring him, I benever an 


Opporiunities offered to be ſerviceable to the Company, 


See his Appendix, p. 103. Yet, at his Return to 
England, the Men who were neceſſitated - to take 


up any Cloths or Goods of the Company's Factor 
there, was obliged to pay for the ſame out of their 
Mages at the Rate of 200 per Cent. and the Cap- 


tain brought a Bill upon the Company of above 
1307. for their Work, and his own Overſeerſhip, 
for which he charg'd 10s, per Day. Others were 
employed all the Winter in the Woods in cuttin 

down and ſawing Timber, their Work ek 
to ſome thouſands of Feet of Deals, Tok, thick 
Stuff, Beams, Cc. neceſſary for fitting the Ships in 

the Spring; for which, and other Labour done by 
the Men, he has charg'd the Government, anc 

been paid above 200 J. without his diſburſing one 
Shilling to the poor Fellows who did the Slavery; 
ſo that both theſe Sums are entirely cleared into his 


own Pocket: For notwithſtanding he affirms he 
Was obliged to make conſiderable Preſents to the 


Governor for Favours, yet I am very credibly in- 
; 1 formed 


1... 8 
form'd the Returns he received from that Perſon 
much exceeded the Value of the Trifles he preſent- 
ed, Now let us ſee the Account he gives me in 
à Letter dated November 27, 1742, wherein he ſays, 
dere will be a great deal of Difficulty to procure any 
Recompence for his . Loſs of theſe two Summers in 
Leaving the Hudlon's Bay Service, where he ſhould 
| have 1400 l. in the Time that be has acquired but 
1601, in the Governments. See his Appendix, p. 126, 
It is certain that his Pay, together with the two 
Sums before-mentioned, will amount to 600/. be- 
ſides other very conſiderable Perquiſites not ac- 
counted n F an to the two Years Sa- 
lary promiſed him by the Company, will amount to 

ors thay 1400 /. How he makes out that Sum 
for two Years Service in the Hudſon's Bay Ships 
I am at a Loſs to know, ſince his Pay there was not 
more than 1207. per Annum. But to return, 
When the Spring approached the Men were in- 
ceſſantly labouring to dig the Ships out of the Ice, 
many of them lying on their Bellies upon the Sur- 
face of the Ice for Hours together cutting them 
looſe ;, and this Fatigue laſted from the Beginning 
of April to the latter End of May, to the grear 
Pity and Amazenient of the Factory's People, who 
never meddle with their Veſſels till the Ice is broke 
up in the River, which always happens by the 14th 
of Zune or ſooner, and then Nature does in a few 
Days all that choſe-poor Fellows had been labouring 
at nigh three Months, which Captain Middleton 
confeſſes was of no Service in forwarding them. 
The only Reaſon I can give, why thoſe People 
underwent ſuch hard Taſks is, that it might frighten 
them from ever undertaking ſuch a Voyage again; 
and by the diſmal Stories of their Hardſhips, in- 
timidate others. Scroggs, ſo often mentioned, got 
loaded and failed out of 1 River by 015 
e e ene 


i 
20th of June, and the Furnace might have ſailed 


out of it by the 25th, had it not been for contrary 


Winds. 55 3 It 

When they got out, the Bay was all clear from 
Ice, except a few ſtragling Pieces not worth men- 
tioning ; otherwiſe the Sloop belonging to the Fac- 


tory (which failed at the ſame Time with the Fur- 


nace, and was bound for Whale Cove in Latitude 
629, 300. to trade with the Eſtimaux Indians for 


| Whalebone and Blubber) would not have ventured 


in Shore among Iſlands and Openings. Captain 
Midaleton's being faſt in Ice in Hudſon's Streights, 
for ſome Days in September, is another intimidating 
Evaſion. The Caſe is this: If it falls calm in Sep- 
tember, the Surface of that Streight is every Night 
overſpread with a thin Covering of Ice, a Quarter 
of an Inch thick, and conſequently ſurrounds the 
Ship; yet the leaſt Breath of Wind occaſions the 
5 os progreſſive Motion to break all to Pieces 
without any ſenſible Hindrance to the Ship's Paſ- 
ſage. He likewiſe, in the ſame Page, fills all the 


Bay and Openings to the Northward of 619. with 
Ice impaſſable till the Middle of Auguſt, nay ſome- 
times for the whole Year, and, like his frozen 


Streight, all of his own Creation. He then tells 
you, that of all the Sloops the Company ſent almoſt 
every Year upon Trade or Diſcovery, none but 
Scroggs could ever get beyond the Latitue of 649. 


for Ice, and many of them not beyond 629. 20. 


yet in Page 40 he ſpeaks of no leſs than ſeven 
Perſons, beſides Scroggs, who, be ſays, have ſearch- 
ed the weſt Side of the Welcome from 599. to 659. 
and adds, that if there had been a Paſſage between 
thoſe two Latitudes, they certainly would have 
found it long ago. In his Jaſt Paragraph, p. 44, 
he ſays, if there was no Ice to prevent a Ship's 


paſſing, about the latter End of Auguſt, yet the 


Gales of Wind and drifting Snow would put it 1 f 
7 e a By 
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of all human Power to handle a- Sail or keep the 
Deck: Yet look on the other Side of the ſame 
Leaf, and you will find he tells you, that many 
Years Ships cannot paſs Hudſon's Streight outward- 
bound before the latter End of Auguſt. Upon the 
whole, I think no two Pages, ever printed, can 
match theſe two of his, p. 43 and 44, there being 
no leſs than fifteen Falſities, Evaſions and Incohe- 
Fe in the Compaſs of Fifty - eight ſucceſſive 
Lines. FFC "ES 

To. my Objection of his not enquiring after, or 
looking into the Opening the Liutenant ſaw near 
Deer Sound, he falls foul, as uſual, with the Lieute- 
nant's Report, which he ſays is beyond his Compre- 
henſion, and begs Leave to ſubmit it to their Lord- 
ſhips, as it is a ſample of his 0:ber Reports. held 

This Report of Rankin's of the 16th Fuly 1742, 
which is ſo very unintelligible to him, does not ſeem 
ſo to me, for I think I underſtand it ; it is plain he 
| had not then been in the main Channel of Wager 
Streight, but between the Iſlands and the N. E. 
Coaſt, above Savage Sound, where he had a Chan- 
nel three or four Miles broad, with very good 
Soundings, as alſo through the Iſlands between that 
and the main Channel; there he got into a clean 
Bay or Cove, where the Ships afterwards lay, and 
the Tide, it is plain, did not come along the Chan- 
nel between the Iſlands and the N. E. Shore; but 
came from the main Channel, through the Iſlands, 
from the ſouthward, and flowed thirteen Feet. The 
moſt northerly Iſlands (Variation allowed) bore from 
that Cove N. W. four or five Miles, with very good 
Soundings; above theſe Iſlands the Streight was 
twelve or thirteen Leagues wide, and the Land from 
thence, if the Caprain ſpeaks true, as to the Courſe 
of the River, runs N. W. by W. and the Lieute- 
nant ſpeaks afterward of the true Courſe, Variation 
allowed, Above that he found a larger and 27 


; LE... 
Bey or Cork, "With, Leeper Somtlths, quits Trek 
from Ice (above the Point on this Side of the Bluff 


he then faw) and clean Ground. Here he again 


ſpeaks, without Variation, and fays the Tide came 
rom the ſourhward, and flowed thirteen Feet and a 
Half, and che Streight was ſtill twelve or thirteen 

Leagues wide. He there went upon the higheſt 
Land on the N. E. Side, and ſet the Land, and he 
ſays there was a Blu upon the South Shore, with 
three Iſlands off it, and a low Point at the Back of 
it, that is, egſtward of it, which bore S. by E. 
from him, (he ſpeaks ftilf of the true Bearing) and 


a low floping Point, which bore S. by W. from him, 


with that Opening in the middle; that is, the Opening 
appeared between theſe two Points, and the Land 
went away from that N. W. a high mountainous 
Land, which Opening runs down with a bluff Point, 
and ſo to the other low Point, and thence it is again 
a high mountainous Land. He again confirms this, 
as ſeen by him from the high Land he was then up- 
on, and then ſays, it being Quarter Flood, by the 
Tide that came in at Wager River; he ſaw the Ice 
begin to move, and ſet round the Point he was up- 
on, againſt that Tide of Flood in the Middle of th. 
main Channel, ſo that it could be no eddy Tide; 
and on the ſixteenth in the Morning the main Chan- 
nel was almoſt clear of Ice, and was nine or ten 
Leagues broad. Now upon the Lieutenant's giving 
the true Bearings, which it is plain he does by the- 
Courſe” of the Streight, it is very intelligible and 
conſiſtent, and it appears plainly that the main Chan- 
nel was free from Fee at that time, and that there, 
was a counter Tide, from the Tide of Flood, which 
flow*d in at the Entrance of Wager River, and yet 
this Tide and Opening was never farther enquired. 
into. ee e eee 
As to the Paſſage out of Wager Streight to the 
weſtward, he refers to the joint Report of the Lieu. 
ns | _ tenant 


. 
tenant and Maſter, when it was made to anſwer hi 
Purpoſe, by ſaying there was a Fall of Water, anc 
the O nin, they believed, was on the Eaſt Side, 
by which they believed the Whales came in. But 
I refer to the Liewtenant”s original Report, where he 
ſays the Tide turn'd againſt them, that there was a 
fair Streight leading W. S. W. and that he believed 
there was a Paſſage weſtward, In his Anſwer here 
he wants to intimidate, for there is no Danger of 
Ice in the Sea to . their 1 until the 
Beginning of October, or latter End of September at 
ſooneſt; and ſince the Ice was ſtill diſſolving, he 
muſt have got out eaſier than he got in. 

Page 46, what he he here denies of the 5000 (. 
being offered to him, may be falſe, tho? the Pre- 
ſumptions be ſtrong that it is not ſo; but it is true 


that he told me they offered it to him, and he told 


others ſo as well as me, in order to make it a Merit 
in him for having refuſed it; and tho' the latter 
Part be all Trumpery, yet it is ſuch as he told; and, 


as I remember, the Offer was made him about the 


time he carried them à Letter from the Admiralty, 
to defire that they might give him all the Aſſiſtance 
they could in the Diſcovery, by. letting him winter 
in their Factories, and to ſupply him with any thing 
he wanted, which the Nane promiſed to repa 
them upon his Return. The Diſcourſe 7hey 
with bim, as he related it, was nearly in theſe 
Terms; That the Voyage he had engaged in, 
« would probably bring them into a Lau ſuit with 


the Croum about the Rights of their Charter, ; 
„ which might coſt them perhaps 50007; and as 


ehe knew all the Secrets of their Trade, it would 
<< be better for them to give him ſo much Money, 
«* than to #hrow it away at Law; ſo that if he 
e would quit the King's Service, and come back 
e to theirs, or go to Davis's Streight, or any other 


Place, to find the Paſſage, (bur where he was 
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to protect their Trade. I can only ſay that he told 


« ordered) He ſhould have the Money.” To which 
he anſwered, he might be Rogue enough ſ0 take their 
Money, and do them no Service; for the Gentleman, 


_ who projetted the Voyage, had it ſo much at Heart, 


that if be did not go, he would get ſome other Perſon 


_ who would go; but before he had done with it be 
 bop'd to go in bis Coach and fix, To which that 


trumpery Anſwer was made, I hope to fee you at 


_ the Devil firſt. I don't believe he then took it, but 


it left an Impreſſion upon him, as his Anſwer did 
upon them; that he expected a better Propoſal in 
caſe he could ſerve them, in ncglecting or avoiding 
to make the Diſcovery ; and if upon his Return he 
could let them ſee that he had ſerved them, and 
could make out a Paſſage or not, as he found it 
would anſwer his Purpoſe beſt, by making the moſt 
of it, on one Side or the other, he expected at 
leaſt to make double the Sum; ſince he imagined 
his Character would prevent all Attempts againſt 
them for the future, This they could do by giving 
it to him in their Stock, and in ſome Time after 
making him one of their Directors. That he want- 
ed to play a double Game appears from what he 
ſaid to me, and a Diſcourſe he had afterwards with 
Mr. Allan; for upon my coming to London, when 
he found me {til} to be of Opinion that there was 
a Paſſage, he ſaid, if I defired it, he would go again 
upon the Diſcovery, but would not winter again in the 
Bay. To which 1 gave no Anſwer ; and afterwards 
when he found I was puſhing Matters againſt him 
at the Admiralty, he told Mr. Allan, I was in the 
wrong to take Mr. Thompſon and Wigate by the 
Hand, for they were ſinking People ; but if I would 
have joined with him, he might perhaps ſhew me that 
there was Hopes of a Paſſage vt. 
Page 47, he ſays it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that be 
ſhould refuſe 5000 1. and accept of 1201. per Annum, 


me 


(&) 

me. ſo, to excuſe his paying -Court and Attendance 
upon the Company from Time to Time.—He owns 
that the Company recommended the Protection of 

their Trade to him; and he thought it his Duty to 
do it, conſidering bow generouſly they bad given bim 
leave to winter at one of their Factories; and he 
it would bave been a Breach of Hoſpitality to have 
plundered them by trading with the Natives, or ſuf 
fering others to bave done it. To ſhew their Gene- 
rofity to him before he came into their Meaſures, 
I need only repeat the Letter they gave him at the 
Admiralty's Requeſt, the 1 3th of Moy, 1741, di- 
refed to Mr. Itham and Council at Prince of Wales 


„ 
| Hudſon” s Bay Houle, 19th of May, 1741. 
Gentlemen, 
| Otwithſtanding our Orders to you, if Cap- 
wo N tain Middleton, who 1s ſent abroad in the 


rnment's Service to find out a Paſſage N. W. 
„ ſhould by inevitable Neceſſity be brought into 
real Diſtreſs and Danger of his Life or Loſs of 
* his Ship, and by that Means forced to your Fac- 
„ tory, in ſuch caſe you are then to give him the 
e beft Aſſiſtance and Relief you can. We re- 


_ main, Sie. 


BI BVE La KE, Cc, 


PEG 48. in his Anſwer here he wants to evade 
and diſtinguſb away the Bribe they offered him; but 
as he old this to others, as well as to me, it was 
not in Confidence he acquainted me with it, and 
Proof can be made of it in Terms. 

His Anſwer to the Charge againſt him (in ſaying 
de would be a better Friend to the Company than 
ever; and that he ſhould make the Voyage without 
any ones being the wiſer, whether there was a Paſſage 
or not) is entire] falſe, as appears by the Surgeons 


and Clerk's Affidavits, and Anſwer before the Ad- 
1 | miralty, | 
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miralty, which was confirmed by the Lieutenant, 


that theſe Words were ſpoke in their Hearing to 
the Governor, and ſome of the Company's Officers 
at Churchill, and all the Words he is charg'd with; 
and they talk'd of it again ſeveral Times to each 
other, and it cauſed them to be upon the Watch, 
for that very Account, for the Remainder of the 
Voyage. | . n N b 
- As to his Iaſinuation that Mr. Smith was my 
Agent, and ſhip'd Goods upon my Account, it is 
falſe; tho? if he had, I ſhould not have been 
aſham'd of it; what he ſent with his Brother was 
upon his own Account; and, as he told me, was to 
the Value of 357. for which, if he fold them for 
20007. per Cent. Profit, as the Company do, he might 


have made it 700 J. But theſe Goods were put on 


Board, not only with the Privity, but with the 
Conſent and Approbation of the Captain; and the 
Captain gave him a Liſt of what Goods nt ſhould 
ſend, and promiſed, in caſe his Brother died, that 
he would fell them upon his Account. See bis Ac- 
count, Appendix, No. XLII. „ 
Since in his Defence he declares that he knew 
nothing of their being on Board, until he got to 
the Orkneys, notwithſtanding that they were ſorted, 
and put a-board by his Approbation; and that he 


_ undertook the Care of their Sale, in caſe Young 


Smith died in the Voyage ; I muſt conclude, that 
between the Time thoſe Goods were put on Board, 
and his getting to the Orkneys, that he had altered 
his Scheme, and engaged with the Company, upon 
proper Terms; and then not only laid down his 
Plan not to let any Trade, but to act ſuch a Part in 
the Voyage, as to play a double Game, and make 
the moſt of it. What confirms me in this, is a 
Proof he has given undeſignedly, in his Appendix, 
from the Order he got ſigned by his Application 


to the Admiralty on the 29th of May, 1741, to 


Protect 


( 59 F- 

protect their Trade; and in conſequence thereof 
the Company gave him a Letter to the Governor 
and Council at Mooſe Factory, the very next Day the 

goth, 10 let bim into that Factory, and give him Af. 
ſtance. To this Tranſaction, I was an entire Stran- 
ger until now, tho? he communicated every other 
Thing to me previous to that Application; for it 
was the 26th or 27th of May that I delivered to 
him his Grace of Neꝛocaſtle's Letter, by Orders 

from the Regency, to the Hudſon's Bay Company; 
which he ſaid he would carry ſtrait to that Com- 
pany, and the next Day wrote him my laſt Letter. 
wiſhing him a happy Voyage, of which he has 
given a Paragraph in the Appendix, recommend- 

ing Smith to him, being obliged to leave Town the 


29th. At that Time he certainly came into their 


Meaſures, and undertook to get an Order from 
the Admiralty to protect their Trade; which was 
to be a Sanction to him afterwards. for all his Fa- 
vours and Complaiſance to the Company, which 
he thought would take off the Suſpicion of his acting 
an under- hand Part with them; and upon his get- 
ting that Order, they next Day gave him a new 
Letter to the Mooſe Factory. See. bis Appendix p. 104. 
But that Factory being quite out of the Way of 
the Diſcovery, he probably had warmer Letters to 
Churchill Factory, which he has thought proper 
to conceal, but boaſts of the Generofi ity of the Com- 
pany, in letting him winter in their Factory, Sc. 
For they gave him Favours there far beyond the 
Contents of the Mooſe Letter, in letting their own 
Men live in the Woods all the Winter, to give 
him and ſome of his Officers Room to lodge in the 

Fort. This laſt Letter and Order he thought pro- 


per to conceal from me.— ] ſhall only obſerve that 


ene Expreſſion, which drop'd from him when he 
came to viſit me, upon my coming to London, 


ſhewed an uncommon Concern for the Company z 
I Oo 8 
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for, in juſtifying his Conduct and Behaviour, he 
ſaid, he had only one Thing he could blame himſelf 


for doing, which was correſponding with me toben 


be was in the Company's Service. To which I made 
no Reply, but thought he had repented of that 
Crime, and had now fully made them amends ; ſo 
that from this Combination of Circumſtances, it 


ſeems all calculated to carry on his Scheme ander 
the Sanction of that Order, 


But after all, he may with ſome Juſtice ſay hae 
I had à Venture in the Voyage, tho* no Goods; which 
was nine Guineas I laid out at the Captain's Requeſt, 
in getting a Copy of the Hudſon's Bay Charter, with 
the Attorney-General*s Opinion upon it, as to their 
Right of a Monopoly; wherein he gave his Opi- 


nion, that they had no Right to an excluſrve Trade, 


but every Merchant in England has an equal Right to 
trade there ; ſo that a Trade with the Indians is not 


robbing the Company, 8 En Cuplain aſſerts ; but 


their pretended Mon is robbing, or at leaſt d 
frauding the reſt of the 551115 Merchants of their 
legal Right. Theſe nine Guineas the Captain of- 


| fered to repay me, but I told him I would take my 
Chance of what he would bring me back, after a 


ee Voyage; and all he allowed me upon 
his Return for the Trouble I have had i in it, was 
the Name of a Cold Cape. Hg 

Page 50, in his Anſwer 80 ating: Fritries 
fuch as he pleaſed in his Log-Book, he ſays there 
was no ſuch Order, and the Log-Book rather abounds 
than is defefiive in Particulars, I don't fay there 


| were Orders given about it, that would have been 
too flagrant ; but yet he might minute down what 


he thought proper for his Scheme in it himſelf, and 
let others mark down only the common Occur. 
rences of the Voyage; and I ſhan't fay but that 
the Log-Book abounds with common PRE 
yer 2 very little ä to the U FH, 

e 


0). . 
He denies the Fact of his :breatning to break up 


kept Journals; and refers to the Liewtenant's and 
Maſter's Anfwers. No Body pretends that he durſt 

hinder the Lieutenant and Maſter from keepi 
Journals, it is great Part of their Duty, But 15 


the Surgeon's and Clerk*s Anſwers in his Appendix, 


p. 186, 187, and 191. For it was thoſe he ſuſpected 
of keeping Journals and making Obſervations, and it 
was no Part of their Duty to keep any. 

He ſays he never diſcountenanced any from talt- 
ing about there being a Poſſage, It was only the Lieu- 
tenant, Surgeon and Clerk, who gave their Opinion 


that there was a Paſſage. The Lieutenant ſaid, that 


when the Threats were made, he and the Maſter were 
down the River; and upon their Return, the Captain 
thought proper to ſend them to Deer Sound 10 make 
Trials of the Tides as by Order. None taxes the 
Captain about his not i ing or improving his 
Men in the navigating Part, his Capacity is not in 

ueſtion, it is his Integrity is doubted, from his 
being blinded by the Company. To which the Ma- 
fter's Anſwer was all Evaſion, and rather the Cap- 
tain' Defence, wrote down and ſigned by the Ma- 
ter, quite different from what he owned upon Ex- 
amination before the Admiralty, and therefore ic 
has no Weight.—He ſays it is a mere Fiction, there 
being any Whales at the Weſt End of Pager Ri- 
ver. I efteem Deer Sound, and all above it, to be 
the Weſt End of Mager River or Streight, it being 
far above Savage Sound, and the Whales were above 
Deer Sound. 4 . . 
The Words double-tangu d Raſcals, &c. was told 
to the Surgeon and Clerk, which they mention in 
their Anſwers; probably no other Perſon heard it. 
The Lieutenant and Maſter could not hear i, they 
being down the River; the others, who ſwear they 
did not hear it, were aboard the Diſcovery, and muſt 


bave 


Boxes and take their Books and Papers from them who 
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have had long Ears. His Fears, in the next Para- 
graph, about being cloſed up with Ice is all Cant, 
there was no Ice then to diſturb them, nor any 
Danger of any for i Weeks at leaſt. | 
He ſays, the limiting them to go no farther than 
Deer Sound, was a Blunder of his Clerk's. 

It was well he had the Clerk to ſaddle with his 
Blunder. But why then did he ſign a Blunder ? 
Could he not, when it was known, have given them a 
Fuller written Order? He knew a verbal Order could 
be no Warrant againſt a written Order. 

He again ſays, it was contrary to his Inſtructions 
to ſearch for a Paſſage in Wager River an an 
Ebb. 

Tho' the £5 made out Aber below the Ships, 
yet in a Streight, a weſtern Tide might have met 
them farther Weſt; for the Lieutenant, as men- 
tioned already, near Deer Sound, ſaw a Counter 
Current or Tide in the main Channel, which forced 
the Ice againſt the Flood from the Welcome at Quar- 
ter Flood; and if he had had Time ſufficient, beyond 
the N. W. Bluff, to have 7ryed the Tide, probably 
that Tide which ſuddenly turned againſt them, 
might have been that weſtern Flood; but they durſt 
not ſtay to try it. 

Since I wrote the foregoing Paragraph, I receiy- 
ed the following additional Account from the Lieu- 
tenant, which a think) puts the Affair out of Diſ- 
pute, and proves that the Wager is undeniably a 
Streight, and no freſh Water River; and that the 
Captain knowing it flow'd ſix Foot nigh the pre- 
tended Water-fall, muſt have been told at the ſame 
Time, that it was a Flood Tide from the W.S.W. 
that brought the Boat to a Grapnel. Mr. Rankin's 
Words are as follows : 

In my Report of the 29th of Fu, 1742, 1 
gave an Account that when I was ſent up Wager 


= River, and running in between ſome Iſlands and 
I | ne 


6 
« the ſuppoſed Main on the Weſt Side of the 
« Branch, the Boat was in, the Tide or Freſhes 
« ſuddenly. turned againſt us, the Boat altering 
« the Land very much before. Now I ſhould 
e have added, that finding the Boat fell a-ſtern, 
« notwithſtanding we had a good Breeze of Wind 
e we were obliged to come to a Grapnel in twelve 
« Fathom Water. I then landed, and went upon 
« a Mountain, from whence I ſaw a large and ſpa- 
„ cious Streight, leading away to the Southward 
« of the Weſt, or W. S. W. or more ſoutherly 
«© by Compaſs. I ſtaid fome Hours upon the 
„„ Mountains; and when I returned to the Boat, I 
« found the Water had flow'd fix Foot; ſo that 
I was convinced that the Tide which ſtop*d the 
„„ Boat, and brought her to a Grapnel, was a 
<« ſtrong Flood Tide from the W. N. W. being 
<« the Courſe we ſteer'd up that Branch of the Ri- 
ver or Streight. a | 


Jonn Raxkis, 


In his Anſwer, about he Botile of Water, he 
ſays, it no where appears it was taken up near a freſh 
Inlet, and depends much upon the Maſter's Anſwer 
about the Waters being freſner the farther he went 
up; and the others Affidavits, three of which were 
upon Hear-ſay ; to which (if it be true) I have al- 
ready given a full Anſwer to account for its being 
brackiſh upon the diſſolving of the Ice. He ſays, it 


was not taken up near a freſh Inlet, and yet he would 


impoſe upon us, that the Current or Waterfall they 
ſaw, was a Fall from a great freſh Water Lake, 
which was the great Collection of Waters they ſaw 
above the Iſlands. As to the Maſter's Anſwer about 
the Freſhneſs of the Water, it was quite contrary to 
what he owned to me, and. very different from 
what he ſaid before the Admiralty ; for he owned 
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( 64 ) Li 
it was brackiſh, at the fartheſt Place they were at; 
and the Lieutenant expreſsly ſays it was ſalt, but 


not to be a Judge himſelf, be filled: three Bottles in 


—_ Places, and brought them down to the Ship, 
and they were: there found all equally ſalt. Two of 
his Affidavit- men ſwear it, by Hear- ſay, and the 
other taſted it among diſſalving Ice. But ſince theſe 
ſwear to the Freſhneſs of the Water, who were not 
up with the Maſter ; how comes it, that fince the 
Maſter was ſwearing, he did not get him 10 fwear 
to the Water's being freſh, . who was at the Place? 
But to this material Point he is quite filent; Is not 
this a Conviction that be knew it was otherwiſe, tho? 
he got him to palliate it in his written Anſwer? 
But the Truth is, that he had own'd /o much of the 
Saltneſs of the Water to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, and to me; and alſo that there was no Ice, and 
of the Breadth and Direction of the Streight, that 
he durſt not ſwear flagrantly againſt his former De- 
clarations, leſt it would invalidate what he got him 
to ſwear againſt the Surgeon and Clerk. 
In his next Paragraph he taxes me tpiib an Hi- 


berniciſm, in ſaying the Openings they Jaw were left 


undiſcover'd. I can fee no Hibernici/m in it; were 


the Openings or Channels diſcovered, by ſeeing! one 
End of them? To have been diſcovered, they muſt 
have been ſeen throughout, otherwiſe they could never 
know if there was @ Paſſage tbro them; and his Bu- 
ſineſs was to diſcover the whole, and know whe- 


ther there was a Paſſage through or not. 


The Opening or Coves which he here a 
that the Lieutenant ſaw July 25th, were at the 


| Mouth of the River, where no Diſcovery was want- 


ing to be made, nor could be ſeful in the Diſco- 
very. He ſays be made ſeveral Attempts to land on 
the S. W. Side, but could never do it, until the Day © 


before be left the River: yet. tho? his Log-Book 
abounds 


(6) 
abounds i in ſo many Things, neither rbe/e Attempts; 
nor his paſſing that Day, has ever been taken no- 
tice of, in either Log or Journal. I was told in- 
deed he once went off a few Leagues from Deer 
Sound, which I ſuppoſe was the Time when his 


Meri tafted or drank the Water, rather than fuck 


_ the Ice ; but he came ſtrait back again, and ſaid it 
was too broad there to venture to paſs it, but did 
not then pretend it was from the Quantity. of Ice; 
and it was plain from the Lieutenant's Report, be- 


fore that on the 16th in the Morning #eJow that 


| gn gin _ _o was almoſt all out _ the main Chan- 
nel; 1; 
He ſay $ his Jnfiruſtions were till to meet the 
Tide of Flood. I ſay it was not, unleſs it was com- 
ing from the N. W. or S. W. See bis Inſtruct ions. 
But in going North-eaſtward it is plain he met only 
a Flood of his ewn making, which came through 
a frozen Streight not in being. So his Anſwer here 
is altogether falſe. 
He ſays, they paſſed from Cape Dobbs 10 Cape 
Fullerton before Sun-ſet, tho“ it was thirty Leagues, 
and they had but four Hours Time for it; and by 


his Log it appears they went but at the Rare of 


about ue Knots, which was not in that Time above 


ſeven Leagues; nor has he confuted Scrogg's Tide, 


by his Tide in Wager River; for in leſs than twenty 
Leagues they may be of very different Heights, 
witneſs in Magellan's Streight 3 but his Tides Were 
high enough every where he tryed chem, to wy 
near an Ocean. 

He ſays, what Norton for: (which he would now 
transfer to his Carpenter) was either Wager River, 
or an Inland Lake, wich be ſaw: Southward of the 
Weſt from Whalebone Point, Ho inconſſtent or 
inconfiderate i is this Anſwer? ¶ balebone Point is in 
64. 95 and the Entrance 1 * River in 65 
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(66) 
24. and from thence it runs up N. W. how then 
could he ſee it Southward of the Weſt from Whale- 
bone Point? Otherwiſe he will have it to be a freſb 
Lake, and yet it was a clear open Sea from Whale- 
bone Peint, Theſe Anſwers are wrote with pro- 
found Judgment. Worton's and his Indians Land 
Voyage, as be calls it, is all bis ons and therefore 
not to be believed. d 
The Reaſon he gives for not ung out for any 
Inlet or Opening betwixt Churchill and Whalebone 
Point was, becauſe, by his Inſtructions, he was to 
fail N. W. from Cary's Swan's Neſt to Hhalebone 
Point. That was very true, and proper, when he 
ſaib from England, becauſe he was to paſs Cary's 
1 Swan's Neſt; but he, upon conſulting his Officers, did 
# not follow it, but went away ſtrait for Churchill, 
1 becauſe it was for the good of the Service he went 
4 pon, in which he /% far followed bis Inſtructions. 
. But the Situation was quite different, when he went 
„ from Churchill, for he had all this Coaſt to paſs, 
_ before he could get to M balebone Point, and the 
1 Ice not diſſolued to the Northward, ſo that he had 
„ ume encugb to make this Search, and he knew 
„ there were Inlets and broken Lands North of Whale | 
| Cove, from Lovegrove at Churchill; but here he 
muſt tick cloſe to the Letter of his Inſtructions, and 
would not conſult with his Officers for the Good of 
i} che Service, as his Inſtructions directed bim. Why ? 
"148 8 Becauſe: it did not anſwer his Purpoſe; and ſays, 
4p it would not have been ſafe for him in departivg 
ft from his Inſtructions to have ſearched that Coaſt. 
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tf His Excuſe for keeping his Ships in Savage Cove 
at is trifling; for there was a finer Harbour near Deer 
if Sound, free from Ice, and from thence: he could 
U have gone eveſtward without Ice; it was only in the 


'F Narrow below near the Entrance, where the Tide 
5 was ſtrong, that there a Danger from the 
i Ice. 

| In 
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tad, 

In his Anſwer to the Charge againſt him for not 
letting the Lieutenant take away a Man from the 
Factory, who perfectly underſtood the Northern In- 


dian Language, he fays, the Maſter has given a very 


nent Anfwer 10 it (becauſe it was of the Captain's 
penning) and alledges thoſe he got again were much 
fitter for his Purpoſe, having an Indian, who un- 
derſtood Engliſh, to interpret between them; and 
when he got them to go with him, which he could 
not do without giving the Governor very conſiderable 
Preſents, he exacted a Promiſe from him of land- 
ing them about bale Cove, or at Brook Cobham, 


and not to carry them to England; and ſays it would 
be acting contrary to his Inſtruftions of protecting the 
Company's Trade, ſince he was Linguiſt for their 
Mort bern Trade. The Lieutenant, Surgeon and Clerk, 
joining fully in this Evidence, the Captain and 


Maſter durſt not contradict, but endeavour to ſhew 
that he acted better in not doing it. Now ' tis plain 
that among the three Indians, they could with Difſ— 
ficulty make out any Thing they ſaid, their Southern 
Indian being a very bad Interpreter for them; and 

the Engliſhman the Lieutenant would have taken, 
the Captain allows was a very good Northern Lin- 

guiſt. But he knew all the Coaſts to the Northward ſo 

far as the Company traded; and at firſt he was wil- 
ling to have gone, until the Governor prevented 
him; probably with a View of getting Preſents 
from the Captain, to give him leave to take the 


.| © Northern Indians. Now how came he to give Pre- 
ſents to the Governor, or aſt his Leave to take the 


Indians with him? Had not the King à Rigbt, for 

his Service, to take Indians who are willing to go, 

without his aeing Leave of a Petty Governor, and 

giving him Preſents, to induce him to allow it? 
What Right had he to exact a Promiſe of the Cap- 

lain to leave them at * Cove or Brook Cabbam, 5 
| 1: 2 


(6) 
the Indians were willing to go to England? Was not 
all this proſtituting the Dignity: and Rights the King 
had to their willing Service, to a Petty Governor of 
a Company? Were not they, by the Secretary's 
Letter, required to give him all the Aſſiſtance they 


cculd upon the Diſcovery 2 Was not his Saher 


viency to the Governor of a Piece with his. /aluting 
their Fort firſt with the King's Ship? It is plain he 


either ſtill thought himſelf a Servant to the Com- 


2 or was ſo deeply engaged to ſerve them, that 
e expected to be ſoon of their Company. But 
now the Secret of his getting the Order from the 
Admiralty to protect their Trade cames out; and he 
is to ſcreen himſelf under that, for his Complaiſance 
to the Company even to the Prejudice of the Ser- 
vice he was ſent upon. a Toh 
The Captain takes upon him to deny that the 
Indians aboard him ever ſignified the leaſt of the 
Copper Mines being between 62 and 64 Deg. or 
knowing any Thing of that Coaſt; but both the Sur- 
geon and Clerk affirm it. See their Anſwer to Query 
VII. See alfo: the Appendix, No. XL. He next de- 
nies his knowing any Thing of the Indians Incli- 
nations of coming to England, but excuſes: him- 
ſelf upon Account of the Promiſe he made to the 
Company's Governor to leave them near Whale Cove 


or Brook Cobham. A8 7 


But before I enter upon this Melancholy Subject, 
I muſt here obſerve, that by his pretending, to an- 
ſwer this Paper I had left with the Admiralty, Pa- 
ragraph by Paragraph, which was not the Charge 
againſt him, but only ſome Reaſons to ſupport the 
Charge, he has neglected: to anſwer the Charge 
brought againſt him in the Queries; and by this 


Means evaded: anſwering ſome of the moſt material 


Articles againſt him; particularly the XVIIth and 


XVII Ich Queries, are entirely neglected in his 


Defence, 


* *** — STS TIE... WR 
* 


nce, and therefore I muſt here inſert thoſe two 
and refer at large to the Auſiwers which 


are pry againſt him, and are of an extraordinary 


rev ed s he has made no Defence or Re- 


ly. 

10 XVI. Whether from the Rapid Tides near 
Br am, and from the. Number of Whales 
8 they did not apprebend there might have 
been a Paſſage thereabouts ; and whether, by the beſt 
Accounts. they: could: get from the Indians, by: the In 
ee . _ they did not 3 that the 


7 with the A and * bis ee 40 come 
eee eee. ee Paſſage from 


XVIII. Whether: the 0 Northern In- 
dians were. not. defrous of coming to England, and 


were not, contrary. ta their Inclinations, put-aſbore an 


an [land in 63 Deg. ſome: Leagues from the: Main, in 
an indifferent Boat, ubich they could not rightly na- 
nage, their: Enemies being upon the' Coaſt, and they 
far from their own Country. 

Part of the X VIIth he denzes, and has not at all 
anſwered to the latter Part of it; and to the 
XVIIth he has given no Anſwer, only his Pro- 


miſe to the Governor, referring to the Maſter*s An- 


ſwer, which is nothing to the Purpoſe, and to three 
Affidavits of Towns, Grant and Cooper, Now Towns 


and Grant were aboard the. Diſcovery, and therefore 


ſwear by Hear/ay; the Maſter ſays one of. them wat 
unwilling to go, and ſo Cooper ſwears; but that af- 
terwards they were willing; that is, when they. could 
nat help it, But I: refer to the Lieutenant 1, and. 


8 


. 
particularly to the Surgeon's and Clerk's Evidence, in 
Anſwer to theſe Queries, which are very full; and to 
theſe the Captain has reply'd nothing, but made a 
vain Attempt to invalidate their Teſtimony by 
Wiſen's and Macbeth's Affidavit, tho? nothing to 
the Purpoſe. See alſo the Appendix, No. XL. By 
looking into the Surgeon's and Clerk's ' Anſwers, it 
will appear, that the Captain at firſt agreed to 
bring them to England; but afterwards: altered his 
Opinion, and deſired that they might not know it; 
and that one of them parted with the Surgeon in 
Tears, and ſaid he could not tell what would become 
of them, at ſuch a Diſtance from their Country, among 
their Enemies, Winter coming on, &c. But the 
Captain ſaid they would, when they came to ſpeak 
Engliſh, be talking of the Copper-Mine, and Paſ- 
ſage, and would put the Government to more Expence 
in attempting it again. But if he was not afraid of 


their making a Diſcovery, which would prejudice the 
Scheme he had entered into with the Company, why 


did he threaten to take off the Surgeon's Ears for 
conver/ing with them, and endeavouring to make a Vo- 
cabulary to learn their Language and teach them Eng- 
liſh, which they ſeemed very fond of ; ſo that after- 
wards he durſt not converſe with them but by 
Stealth? | JFF 
Page 64, being a ſummary of ſeveral Charges 
againſt him, he ſays 7s 4 Repetition, of being offered 
5000 J. and accepting two Years Salary, all which he 
has already anſwered; and he thinks to carry all off 
with a Taunt and a Sneer, and end his Defence with 
a Coup de Maitre. pat 0 RH 
But now, ſays he, the Snake in the Graſs begins to 
fhew itſelf, for he ſums up all with this grand Com- 
plaint; that, upon this I gave an Order, under ſe- 
vere Penalties, that none of my Crew ſhould have the 


Least Intercourſe or Trade with the Natives. My 


Lords, 


1 . . 
Lords, I have already ſaid I was bound in Duty and 
Gratitude to do this, whether the Company rewarded 
me or not. Permit me here, my Lords, 10 recriminate 
in my Turn; and ſo he goes on with a Rant, inſi- 
nuating that I had been diſappointed of my private 
Gain, and upon that Account would load him with 
ſerving the Company at the Expence of the Publick; 
ibo I have already fully anſwered this Point in a for- 
mer Article, yet here I muſt add, that if he had 
done his Duty in the main Part of his Voyage, 
none would have blamed him for his 100 great 
Friendſhip for the Company; but if it be plain 
that he neglected the Diſcovery, when pointed out to 
him in ſeveral Places; that he has made falſe 
Charts, laid down falſe Currents and Tides, and 
that he has formally laid down a large frozen 
Streigbt, for bis Tide to flow in at, and bis Whales 
to come through. it, which he has made an hundred 
Fathoms deep, where there was 10 ſuch Streight, 
but only a ſmall Arm of the Sea ſurrounding an 
Iſland, which was but three Leagues wide, full of 
Iſlands, and faſt frozen from Side to Side; and 
et here pretends. to be ſtrictly juſt and careful of 
ie Old Maſters Intereſts, , then the Snake in the 
Graſs is retorted back upon him, and the Sing and 
Odium will lie at his Door; and it will be eaſily be- 
lieved that he did not do this for notbing. As for 
my Part, I ſhall ever be for 4reaking the Compa- 
ny's Charter, for the Benefit of Britain ; for they 
have no legal Right to their darling Monopoly, and 
have, in many Inſtances, forfeited their other Rights 
as Proprietors. of the Country, not only in not at- 
_ tempting the Paſſage, which was the chief Prayer 
in their Petition for the Charter, but in their 45. 


nying to undertake. it, [See Sir Bibye Lake's Letter, 


No. VI.] and in diſcouraging any others from 
undertaking it. See their Letters to their Governor 
Hf 2 | | at 


(72) 
ot Churchill, May 13, 1741, which he ſtyles great 
Generofity ; but even going ſo far as to offer Money 
to him to grve up the Voyage, or avoid making the 
Diſcovery. They have alſo not only neglected ſet- 
tling the Countries within their Grant, as all other 
Proprietors have done for the Good of Britain, but 
wil} allow uo others to ſettie in it, like the Dog in 
the Manger; and, by their Avarite have loſt a con- 
ſiderable Part of the Indian Trade to the French, 
and allowed them 10 incroach upon the Countries 
South of the Bay; and therefore if I had ſent Goods, 
1 ſhould have thought it not only fair but laudable; 
but would not, becauſe I thought it would have 
taken them off from the Purſuit of the Diſcovery; 
and I charge him with it only to ſhew that there 
was a thorough good Underſtanding between bim and 
the Company from the Time — left England. It 
therefore I had ent Goods to trade with the N | 
tives upon more equiiable Terms than the C 
does, I ſhould not have dem*d or diſguiſed it; f 
that his Inſinuation ſhould have been allowed 
me without thinking it any Reflexion but 4 Servite 
to my Country; and I refer to his own Letters 
wrote to me when he was in the Company's Service, 
defiring me to ſee whether they had an AF of Par- 
tiament for their Monopoly, for without it it was il- 
legal, and in that Caſe be would get Merchants 
enough to join in fitring out Ships to trade in the 
Bay; ſo that all his Seer and Coup de Maitre falls 
upon himſelf, and ſhews that he has acted a doub!: 
Part throughout, both againſt Crowo# and Company. 
As for me, I declared an open Enmity with the 
Company, from' the Time he informed me that 
they chican'd and trifled with me, in ſending out 
their Sloops upon a mock Diſcovery. Set ' my Teuer to 
Sir Bibye TR Appendix, Ne. VII. e JA 
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But as a farther Inſtance of his'dow#le Game I muſt = 
. cbletde his Art in Printing his Letter to me of the 


zth of February, 1742-3, in his Appendix, Ne. (18) 
Sich he cloſes with this Nota Bene: This is a rough 
Draught, and, to all Purpoſes, the fame as à Letter 
[ ſent Mr. D— in anſwer to his of January 22; but 
IT can't venture to ſay it is the ſame Word for Word. 
All his other Letters he had true Copies of, bur 


this (it being more material to alter ſome Phraſes o 


it) is only a-rough Draught, and the aft Paragraph 
is quite omitted, leſt it ſhould expoſe his double 
Dealing, even to the Company; for when he found 
that I had got ſome Light about the Diſcovery from 
his Journal, and ſeemed reſolved to enquire far- 
ther into it, he thought it would be prudent, in 


him, to make me believe he was on 44d Terms with 
the Company; and thought, at the ſame Time, to 


to take me off the Queſt, by adviſing me to at- 
rack the Company, and lay open their Trade; and 
therefore made uſe of his N. B. that he might not 
be obliged to publiſh this Paragraph, on giving it 
out as the full Letter. The Paragraph is in theſe 
Words: But I ſhould be heartily glad you could diſ- 
ſolve the Company, for they have uſed me and all my 
Men who were with me very ill, and thoſe, who vo- 
luntarily entered with me at Churchill, they refuſe to 
pay their Wages due; neither can I get my Money for 
my Servants which I formerly put into their Service: 


| There are many other Things, which have been very 
fatiguing to me, and no doubt muſt be the ſame to you; 
—_ ore beg leave you' will conclude me to be, as 1 


ws fi am, with great reſpef?, Sir, &c. 
ow is this conſiſtent with the Duty and Grati. 


tude he owed to the Company, and to their great 


Generofity in allowing his Majeſty's Ships to winter 
in their Factory? This ſhews his fluctuating Situ- 


ation in playing a double * and pretending to 


ſerve 


(74) i 
ſerve two Maſters, by which he is obliged to expoſe 


Having thus gone through every material Para- 
graph of his Anſwer and Defence, and obſerved 
upon them, I leave it to the impartial Reader whe- 
ther I was not in the right to bring his Conduct to 
the Scrutiny, even if I had failed of ſufficient Proof 
to have ſupported my Complaint, ſince it was at my 
Solicitation, that the Public have bore the Expence 
of fitting out the Ships, and that it was upon my Re- 
commendation. that he was the Perſon fixed upon to 
conduct it, as I thought him a Man of Capacity and 
om: ar en in thoſe Seas, and did then believe he 
had Integrity from his /ceming Zeal to make the 
Diſcovery, and preſſing ſo much to be employed ; and 
am willing to hope that the Charge appears to be 
well ſupported, even beyond what could have been 
expected, in ſo intricate an Affair, carried on ſa 
arifully as to diſguiſe the Truth, which at this Di- 
ſtance I could only judge of from Reaſon, and 
fuch Informations as I could procure to ſupport it, 
from Gentlemen who had been the Voyage, who were 
very unwilling to criminate their Captain by their 
Evidence, and could not have been brought to do 
it, if the concealing the Diſcovery in ſo flagrant 
a manner, had not been to the greateſt Prejudice of 
the Public. Having therefore taken up ſo much 
Time in ſhewing the Fa/fty, Art and Evaſions he 
has made uſe of in his Defence, I ſhall only con- 
clude by ſumming. up the Nature of his Evidence, 
which is from Vilſon his Maſter*s written Anſwer 
to the Queries, from his Log-Book and Fournal, and 
from the. Affidavits of the Maſter, Towns, Van So- 
briek, Grant, Cooper and Dewilde ; for as to his own 
Aſſertions, they ſtand for nothing. 11128 
Now I throughout appeal to the large Original 
Tag- Boch belonging to the Furnace, which 1 _—_ | 
and 


| 
and left in the Admiralty, in which I obſerve ſome 
few Things to differ from the Pocket Log-Book, he 
has printed; and from his own Journal kept in the 
Furnace, a Copy df which he ſigned and ſent to 
me; tho at the lame Time it will be allowed me, 
that where any Thing appears to be minuted down 
from the Captain's fingular Evidence and Aſſertion 
contrary to what appears upon proper Evidence, and 
from Reaſon, it cannot be a Teſt for bim; yet 
Facts muſt be allowed to be good Evidence againſt 
him, where ſufficient Evidence 5 orts them. Now 
moſt of the Affidavits he has produced ſeem chiefly 
deſigned to take of the Weight of Meſſrs. Thomp- 
fon and Wigate's Evidence againſt the Captarn, it 
being too ſtrong to be contradicted 3 and therefore 
from ſome loſe Expreſſions they made uſe of in 


his Affidavit- men's hearing, they would alledge there 


was Malice and Pique in their Behaviour to the. Cap- 
tain. All that is attempted to invalidate their Evi- 
dence is from Wilſon's and Macbelb's Affidavits; 
for Dewilde's is nothing to the Purpoſe. - wo 
Wilſon the Maſter, who only ſeems to puſh that 
Matter, and who ſwears nothing upon any material 
Article, ſwears in very Ae and looſe Words, 
that Thompſon and Wigate only wanted him ta com- 
pleat a certain Purpoſe ; that he might expect to be 
employed in Captain Middleton's Place; and ſo 
brought bim to me. Was there any Crime in this, 
if ſtrictly true? They wanted him to declare he 
Truth againſt the Captain, who they were ſure had 
miſbehaved ; for if any Thing more had been aid, 
he Pome a very willing Evidence for the Captain, 
and would certainly here have ſworn it againſt them. 
Accordingly he came, and I have already declar'd, 


which I ſhall do upon Oath when required, that he 


ſaid the Water, as far as he had been, was ſalt ;, that 
there was a fair * faur or five Leagues broad be- 
a is 3 e 
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yond the Iſlands running S. M. as far as be could ſee, 
between very high broken Lands, quite free from Ice; 


and that be was ſure, from that, and the Whales 


ſeen, which he ſaid muſt have come from the Weſt- 
ward, for they never come in from the Eaſt Entrance 
of Wager River, otherwiſe they muſt have ſeen them 
below, that there was a Paſſage. This, with ſeveral o- 
ther Facts, he vo/untarilydeclared to me, upon my tel- 
ling him all the Intereſt I had in it was to have 7he 
Truth known, and have the hole appear; which, up- 
on my deſiring it, he promiſed to reduce into Writing 
and /n it, and Mr. Wigale was to affift him in putting 
it into Form, which was the Occaſion of Meſſrs. Vigale 
and Thompſon's waiting upon him again to have it 
reduced into Writing; nor is it likely, if, as he 
ſwears, he ſhould refuſe to put it into Writing 
when I deſired him, but only referred to his Jour- 
nal, that Wigate and Thompſon would go to him 
again to aſſiſt him in putting it down in Writing. 
Upon his leaving me, the Captain gets him to his 


Lodgings, and there /utors him and prevails upon 


him, either by Promiſes, or out of Compaſſion to 
him, not to come near me to give Evidence, but 
to refer to his Journal and Report. Now it is no 
Way ſurprizing that Mr, Thompſon and Wigate upon 
ſeeing*him again, ſhould be concerned and angry at 
finding him /uffle and Tay he would reduce nothing 
znto Writing, nor come near me any more, for he 
would be the Ruin of no Man, be would. beg his 
Bread irt; nor is it wonderful that I ſhould ex- 
preſs a Surprize at the Maſter's acting a Part ſo con- 
trary to what he had voluntarily owned to me; and 
J believe I might ſay, what, bas the Captain got 
bim? It was very lucty that he came here before the 
Captain ſaw him, otherwiſe be would not have own'd 
copat ke di! | | 5 
Now, was their bringing him to me, or endea- 

| e vouring 


HITS 


| 


” 


1 (79 5) 

youring to get him to own the Truth, criminal in 
them, when they were acting for the public Good, in 
detecting the Captain's Frauds, Neglect, and perhaps 
Corruption? Ought they not, by all proper Methods, - 
to procure Evidence to ſupport heir own ? Nay, 
if they had given him Hopes of being employed, in 
caſe he told the Truth, is that any way criminal? 
Or was their ſpeaking in hard Terms againſt the 
Captain, if he has miſbehaved in ſo ſhameful a 
Manner, a Crime, by ſaying they would: Fave bim 
broke, &c. ſo that his principal Evidence has failed 


in proving any Thing againſt them; and Mac- 


beath*s Evidence is much leſs to the Purpoſe. As to 
Mr. MWigate's boaſting that he would do the Captain's 
Buſineſs, and that he expected to be made a Purſer, it 
is very natural for him to have ſaid or thaught ſo, 
when he knew the Captain's Frauds and Miſcon- 
duc}, &c. and that he would deſerve a Reward in 
detecting him; nor are his Expreſſions about his 
Letters from me any way material, ſuppoſing them 
true; for upon their informing me by an anony- 
mous Letter, that there was a Paſſage, (which was 
concealed by the Captain, thro* Roguery, by mak- 
ing Tides and frozen Streights where there were 
none, which they would ſtand to, and were willing 
to riſque their Lives in another Attempt) T anſwered 
their Letter, directing to a feigned Name, as they 
appointed me, and told them if they were real 
Perſons, and made good what they wrote, upon 
hearing from them again, I would come ftrait to 
London, and aſſiſt them with all my Intereſt in an- 
other Attempt. Now how can theſe Afidavits in- 
validate their Evidence? On the contrary, have they 
not, by proper Evidence and Reaſon, proved that 
there is uo frozen Streight or Tide from it, ſuch as 
can anſwer his Purpoſe, which being prov'd, makes 
out every other Fact, and proves that the Tide = 
11 e | 2 


i . 
the Welcome comes from a Weſtern Ocean, and all 
the Whales from thence according to his own Let- 
ters. ; | | 
As to Derpilde's Affidavit, what does it fignify ? 
When the Lieutenant, Surgeon and Clerk had ful ly 
proved theCaptain's Miſbehaviour to the Satisfaction of 
the Lords of the Admiralty, I recommended them; 
and told them they would be taken care of until 
the Seaſon offered for undertaking another Voyage, 
when they would be employed. Theſe Afidavits are 
like Men, 33 catching at Straws, and ſhew 
a very bad Cauſe; for he found their Evidence was 
ſtrong againſt him. 5 
The other Affidavits of Towns, Van Sobriet, 
and Grant, aboard the Diſcovery, cannot be evidence 
of what happened aboard the Furnace, and are all 
Hearſay as to the Salt Mater; only Jan Sobriek's, 
who was near Deer Sound; but the Maſter, who 
went farther, would not ſwear it, nor could he give 
ſucF Evidence before the Admiralty ; he only 
ſaid it was brackiſh, which is a very looſe Word; 
but the Captain, in his written Anſwer, got him to 
ſay that it was freſher te farther they went up, As 
to Whalei, without Wager River, he has not got 
one in the Furnace to ſwear they ſaw any; fo that 
if any were ſeen, it was from aboard the Diſco- 
very; but if that Fact be true, what is it to his 
Purpoſe? His Frozen Sireight is gone, thro* which 
they were to have come : He believes they did not 
come round Cary's Swar's Neſt ; none are in other 
Parts of the Bay, but from thence to Whale Cove, 
nor are there any which come thro' Hudſon's Streigbi; 
from whence muſt theſe have come? No where bur 
from the Veſtward; and as they had little or no 
Ice in Wager River when they came out of it, the 
Whales'might have come out much about the ſame 
Time from Deer Sound, or from FYhalebone 8 
: i:Þ ; 7 ah | $4 IE POS * 7 5 


+» 


9 (01. 
by Cape Dob3s; ſo that, without his frozen Streight, 
it won't anſwer his Purpoſe. But has he attempted 
to bring any Proof that he ſaw Whales there before 
he entered Wager River ? And yet he affirmed he 


did in his Anſwer to mine of the 22d of Fanuary. - 


So that all Facts make againſt him. 

 Tawns and Yan Sobrick alſo ſwear that the Flood 
came from the Eaſtward from the Frozen Streight ; 
yet this they muſt take from the Faith of the Cap- 
tain, for they were never aſhore to know, and what 
he "_ pleaſed to call Flood, that they believed to 
be ſo. | | 
His Afﬀidavits to prove that the Indians went 
willingly aſhore at Brook Cobbam are all taken from 
Men who were aboard the Diſcovery. Wilſon and 
Cooper, who were in the Furnace, own that one of 


them was unwilling, but he afterwards ſeemed wil- 
ling; how could he help it? he knew he muſt obey, 
ſo went off without Regret! and yet the Maſter 
does not ſwear this in his Affidavit, . which would 


have been more material, when he was Swearing. So 
that upon the whole, his Affidavits and Evidence 
are inſignificant, and all the Fas, Logs and Jour- 


nals are againſt him, and ſupport the Charge of 


his Miſconduct. | | 
] muſt only obſerve one Thing more, which is the 
looſe, incorrect Way ſome of his Creatures have ſworn 
to in the Affidavits. Towns and Grant were both 
aboard the Diſcovery. Towns ſwears he was aboard 
the Diſcovery in Deer Sound, the 20th of July, 1742, 


when Captain Middleton and Moor returned from 
Savage Sound; and Grant ſwears he was at the ſame . 


Time aboard the Diſcovery in Savage Sound, when 
Captain Middleton and Moor returned .from above- 
Savage Sound. Had this Inconſitency been only in 
the printed Defence, I ſhould have taken it for an 
Error in the Printing, but as it is the ſame in his 

| | Manuſcript 
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Manuſeript delivered in to the Admiralty, I 4 
preſume it is the ſame in the Original Affidavits; 
ſo that they juſt ſwore them as the Captain brought 
them prepared for them. 

From theſe Neglets, Omiſſions, falſe in 
Tides, Streights, and Rivers, which, by the Weak- 
nes of his Defence, are now fully proved againſt 
him, ſince his Treatment of the Indians, and the 
Diſcouragement given to thoſe who look*d into the 
main Point of his Voyage, his Complaiſance, Defe- 
rence, and Reſpect to the Company, to the Prejudice 
of the Diſcovery, are all ſtrong Proofs againſt his 
Conduct. I may boldly affirm, that both the Com- 
| pany and he know there 7s @ Paſſage, or all this Ar- 
rifice in cloſing. up Inlets and Streights, and opening 
others, contrary to Trath, would not have been 
publiſhed in ſo glaring a manner by him; but in 
hopes to prevent all future Attempts, from che Opi- 
nion they had, that his Capacity in making the 
Trial, and his Character, would filence all further En- 
quiry about it; upon which they gave out that he 
had not only not found the Paſſage, but ſhewed that 
it was zmpratticable to make any Jari Attempt to 
find it. 

I think therefore I may boldly affirm that from 
Whale Cove in- 629. 30. to Wager River, it is all 
broken Lands and Iſlands, by what Lovegrove ſaw 
Weſtward: of Whale Cove, Rankin from Marble 
Iſland; Fox, Norton, and Scroggs, as far as Whale- 
bone Point ; and Rankin and Wilſon from the Welt. 
Bluff in Wager Streigbt. This is proved from the 
high and rapid Tides all along that Coaſt, as far 
as Cape Frigid, which, from the Time of the Tide, 
and Courſe, is now proved to come from the 22 
ſtern Ocean, and confirmed by their Height and Ra- 
pidity. For the Tide, inſtead of being later the 
farther from his pretended Frozen MI is earlier 
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as far as Whale Cove; for he owns from Kelſey, as 


alſo the Sloops who were at I bale Cove in 1737, 
that a W. S. W. Moon made High-water there, it 


is now proved that a Weſt Moon makes High-wa- 


ter from Marble und to the Entrance of Wager 
Streight 3 and at Cape Frigid a N. W. Moon makes 
High-water : This proves that Vale Cove is near - 
eſt the Weſtern Ocean, and che Tide flowing from 
the Weſt at Marble land, is alſo a confirmative 
Proof. Hie alfo owns, in Scrogg's Journal, that the 
Flood in the Welcome forced him upon the Eaſt 
Coaſt, which proves that it came through thoſe - 
broken Lands on the Weſt of the Welcome; the 
Number of Whales, ſeen all along that broken 
Coaſt, confirms the whole, which is alſo atteſted 
by the ſeveral Northern Indians. He alſo owns 
that the Eaſtern Tide is ſpent at Manſell's Je and 


Cam 's Swan's Neſt; and alſo North of Mill Jes, and. 


that no Whales came thro* Hudſon's Streight, or 
round Carys Swan's Net; ſo that bis frozen 
Streigbt being a Chimera of his own, all Circum- 


ſtances coincide in making out the Paſſage. — 


Since then from Captain Middleton's publiſhing 
his Defence, and thereby laying me under an Ob- 
ligation to anſwer it, the ſeveral Steps taken in 
making out this Diſcovery are made public to all 
the Trading Nations in Europe, which I hitherto 
have endeavoured to conceal from Foreigners, until 
we ſhould have been able to have brought it to Per- 
fection; and ſince a very great Benefit, muſt accrue 
to Britain by our being the Diſcoverers and firſ? 
Pofſeſſors of the Countries and Trade thro? the Paſ- 
ſage, which will give us a Right preferable to others, 
according to the ſettled Maxims laid down by the ſe- 
veral Nations in Europe, upon their fixing Colonies 
abroad, I am humbly of Opinion that all who conſider 
it, will think it a prudent Step in the Go ent to 


. 8 2 . | 
proceed upon the Diſcovery, as ſoon as the Seaſon is 
proper; in order to prevent other Nations from 
reaping the Benefit of ſuch Diſcoveries to our Pre- 
Judice, which they can only do by our Neglect; 
and I make no doubt but (with the divine Protec- 


tion, which Britain has long enjoyed) Succeſs will 


= &- 
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crown the Undertaking, | 
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POSTCRIPT, 


APT. MOOR, late Commander of His Ma- 
jeſty's Pink the Discover Y, having an- 


ſwered ſeveral Queries ſent to him from the Lords of 


the Admiralty ſince I had committed the foregoing 
Papers to Preſs, I think it will be proper to inſert 
their Lordſhips Order to him, with their Queries and 
his Anſiver to them, and place them at the End of 
the Appendix, whereby all the Materials for coming 
at the Trwh of Capt. Midaleton's Behaviour during 
his Voyage, and the 7uftneſs of the Draughts he has 
publiſh'd, in relation to His Frozen Strait, Tides, 

Currents, Rivers, &c. may be more fully explain'd 
to the Reader, who by comparing the different An- 


ters will more readily diſcern the Truth: There- 


fore, to what I have already faid, I muſt only obſerve, 
That, tho' Capt. Moor is a near Relation to Capt. 
Middleton, and has throughout, in all his An- 
ſewers, dealt as tenderly with his Friend's Character 
as the Regard to his own Honour, Integrity and 
Publick Juſtice would permit him, yet he has, in no- 
thing material, approv*d of his Relation's Conduct, 


or cas that Capt. Mauafta has laid down in his 


Draugh! ts, 


( 33 * 
Dumughts, or deſerib'd in his Writings, any hing 
of the Tides, Currents, Streights, Sc. with that 
Exactneſs the” Nature of the Service he was order'd 
upon requir'd ; but, on the contrary, Capt. Moor 
has confirm*d the moſt material Articles I have ob- 


jected to in Capt. Midaleton's Conduct relating to the 
Publick Truft repos'd in him by the Lords of the Ad- 


miralty. 


I. Capt. Moor allows that the Tide, in the middle 


of Hudſon's Streight, looſes half the Force it has at 
the Entrance; and that at the Weſt End of the 
Streight, from Saliſbury to the North Main, it is but 
four or five Leagues wide; and that Nottingham is 
not more from the North Main than ſeven or eight 
Leagues: Yet Capt. Middleton has laid it down in 
his Draughts, much wider, in order to carry a Tide 
to H1s Frozen Streight. 

II. Capt. Moor allows there was no Tce to prevent 
their looking into any Openings or Inlets, until they 
came to 63*. 40. nor any until they got into the 
Welcome, except what they call Sailing Ice. 


III. He owns that Middleton hoiſted anchoring Eo. - 


lours in 63. 20 and had fine Weather, and ſmooth 
Water, but did not anchor, tho? it would have been 
very proper, and of Service, to have known the 
Tide there; that, by his Trial, he thinks the Tide 
ran there more than three Knots, but could not tell 
whether it was Flood or Ebb. 


IV. He fays that it would have been right to 


have ſearch'd the Coaſt South of the Welcome, and 
particularly where Scroggs found ſuch great Tides; 
but endeavours to excuſe him, by ſaying his In- 
ſtructions were to paſs V balebone Point, which 


would have been right in going from England, but 


was not for the Good of the Service in going from 


Churchill, and therefore he ſhould have conſulted 


his Officers, and done for the beſt of the Service. 
a. os V. He 
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V. He owns the Tide in Wager River ran above 
ſeven Knots, tho? the Captain taxd me with ſay- 
ing it ran between ſix and nine Knots. - 

VI. When he was with the Captain 3 | "a 
Sound, he ſays, about a Quarter of a Mile from the 
Shore, the Men that taſted the Water in thejrHands, 
ſaid it was not very ſalt. They afterwards went 
above a Quarter of the Way to the Mid-chanael, 
and then returned. He ſays he believes Middteton 
intended going over when he left the Tent. There 
was Ice driving with the Tide, but NOSE. de prevent 
their paſſing. 

VII. He acknowledges 8 the Lieutenant 
brought back three Bottles of Water from different 
Places when he was beyond the Weſt Bluff, he 

3 when the Captain taſted each, and 
2 that the Bottle which was taken up- fartheſt 
Meſt was the ſalteſt. 

VIII. He ſays he ſaw no Whales but above Deer 
Sound, and at Brook Cobbam, near Marble Iſland. 

IX. He fays he ſaw plainly the Opening or 
Streight between Cape Frigid and the Low Beach, 
which was not above three Miles wide; that he 
knew nothing of a frozen Streight, but what he 
had from Captain Middleton, and the reſt that were 
there; but there was no ſuch Tide there (although 
. fo narrow) as in Wager River. 

X. He ſays he had no Opportunity of trying the 
[Tides in the Felcome upon his Return, being ob- 
liged to crowd all the Sail he could to keep up with 
the Furnace ; and was ſeldom near enough to know 
whether it was main Land or Iſlands. 

XI. That the Boat the Indians were put in was 
very indifferent, nor did they know how to ma- 
nage it, and their Enemies the en were very 
numerous upon the Coaſt. 

XII. That he heard the Captain ſay, more than 
once, that be would be able to make the V oyage, and 


none 


** 
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none on Board ſhould be able to know whether there 
was a Paſſage or not; and that he would be a better 
Friend to the Company than ever. 

From theſe Anſwers, which are wrote down with 
all the Tenderneſs he could ſhew to the Captain 
(conſiſtent with public Juſtice) it plainly appears that 
his Freſh-water River Wager, his great Frozen 
Streight, and vaſt Tide running through it, his 

Whales coming under it, and North-eaftern Flood, 
are all falſe, and that he never thoroughly examined 
any Part of the Weſt Side of the Welcome; and 
that his Tides there were more rapid than he has 
allowed, yet would not come to an Anchor to make 
any Obſervations, tho” it was fine Weather and 
ſmooth Water. I need ſay no more upon the 
whole, but refer to Captain Moors Anſwers, and 
alſo the Lieutenant's Paper ſigned by him and ſe- 
veral Men. on Board, which are in the Appendix, 
MY. XILIII. 
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' Captain Middleton's fot Letter 10 me. | 
„ „„ | 


Sin, 5 London, Fanuary 16, 1735. 


Had the Honour to receive your Letter dated 
from Dublin the 23d wit. the Contents whereof 
I communicated immediately to Sir Bibye Lake, 
who allows me the Liberty to inform you, that the 
Company did, by the Fra which failed hence laſt 
Year, tranſmit your Directions to their Agent at 
Churchill, for preparing a Sloop, and ſuch other 
Matters as ſhould be neceſſary to proſecute the Diſ- 
covery you mention; about which they deſign to 
give their farther Inſtructions next Seaſon, 
l was not at Churctill myſelf laſt Summer, as you 
ſeem to think, but at Kam; and I could- not 
there receive any new Information about the Pro- 
bability of a Paſſage. I am, Sir, 1 
5 | Your moſt obedient Servant, 
5 Chriſto. Middleton. 


A rough Draught of my Letter to Sir Bibye Lake 
in April, 1736. „„ | 

„ „ ft 
„ 


Y a Letter I had from Captain Middleton laſt 


tind you were ſo good as to give proper Direc- 
W˙JVW tions 


Winter, which he had communicated to you, 
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688). 
tions to your Governor of Churchill, to fit out a 
Sloop to attempt the Paſſage at Ne Utra; and that 
8 continue your Inſtructions to the ſame 
urpoſe next Spring by the Ships you ſend into the 
Bay. The Hurry I have been in of late prevented 


my making my proper Acknowledgments to you 
* the Company for your fo readily promoting 
a farther Attempt of that Paſſage after your for- 


mer Diſappointments, upon the Reaſons I laid be- 
fore you, which were the Foundation of my firm 
Belief that there muſt be an eaſy Paſſage from Ne 
Ultra. © R ä 
Since you were pleaſed to approve of the Rea- 
fons I offered, why a freſh Attempt ſhauld be made 
to diſcover that Paſſage, I ſhall beg leave to offer 
my Thoughts of the manner in which the 7 1 0 
may be made, with moſt Certainty and leaſt Ex- 
pence, and what Obſervations the Maſters of the 
loops ought to make and ſend you, in order 18 
your forming your Judgment, whether they have 
taken the proper Method and Courſe to find the 
Paſſage; in order to your proſecuting it, in cafe 
their Accounts be ſatisfactory, with Advantage to 
your Company, and Benefit of England. FART 
I think two Sloops would be neceſſary ; and they 
ought to be no larger than is requiſite to protect 
them from the Natiyes (in caſe any ſhould appear) 
in the Creeks, into which they put from time to 
time, as they coaſt along the Shore; and they ought 
not to draw above four Feet Water. They ought. 
each to keep a particular Journal of their Courſe, 
in caſe they at any Time ſeparate from each other, 
which (if poſſible) they ought to avoid. The ear- 
her in Summer they fail from Churchill the better, 
before the Ice breaks vp in the Bay; for ſince they, 
draw little Water, they may fail along the Shore. 
within the Ice. They ought to make the beſt of 
their Way, until they come to the Latitude 64®. 
ls „„ | without 


1 aL. © 
without being. inquiſitive about the Harbours or 
Creeks from Churchill to that Latitude, unleſs blow- 
ing Weather or contrary Winds make them take 
ſhelter in their Paſſage ; and then they ought to 
take the Soundmgs and Bearings of the Lands, the 
ſetting and riſing of the Tides, and Boldneſs or 
Height of the Coaſt. When they come to 64. 
they muſt be very exact about the Tides, whether 
they meet the Flood coming from the W. or N. W. 
as the Lands lie, and whether it flows half Tide in 
the Offing, whether it be earl'er upon the ſouthing 
of the Moon than at Churchill, and. whether it riſes 
higher; and alſo obſerve the Variation, and whe- 
ther the Coaſt be bolder, or whether there be more 
or leſs Ice than farther down in the Bay; and what 
Fiſh appear, whether Whales or other Fiſh; and as 
they fail along northerly or weſterly, if the Coaſt 
falls off, as it is expected, they muſt obſerve to 
look out for a Creek or Harbour, in caſe they 
ſhould take Harbour, and whether any Signs of 
Inhabitants, and muſt endeavour to keep in with 
the Weſtern Coaſt; and if they find an open Sea 
to Weſtward, after they paſs 65*. and the Land 
ſhould fall away to Weſtward, and the Tide of 
Flood meets them, and an earlier Moon make full 
Sea, then the Paſſage is gained; and they may only 
ſail-50 or 100 Leagues farther Weſtward, and look 
out for an Harbour for Ships, which may go next 
Seaſon, and then return to Churchill for fear of any 
Diſaſter, and ſend over aiJournal to the Company 
of their Obſcrvations. | 
By proceeding after this Manner, a Diſcovery 
may be made for a trifling Expence z and one Sum- 
mer may aſcertain whether there is a Paſſage or not. 
Copies of their Journals ſhould be kept at Churchill, 
and the Original ſhould be brought over for the 


Company's Satisfaction. | 1 
FO „ Theſe, 


FF 
Theſe, Sir, I think are ſome of the Inſtructions 
which may be given, which I ſubmit to your Judg- 
ment; to which may be added ſuch farther Direc- 
tions as the Governor of Churchill and the Captains 


trading to the Bay think proper. 


1 ſhould be infinitely obliged to you if you would 


| favour me with an Account of what Steps you take 


in proſecuting this Diſcovery ; and at the Return 
of the Ships, to let me know what Attempts have 
been made, and what Obſervations are returned. to 
you, for it would be the greateſt Pleaſure to me to 


hear that you had ſucceeded in the Attempt. 
I with you Succeſs in all your Affairs, and am, &c. 


In Summer (17 37) I was in London, and, waited 
upon Sir Bibye Lake, who then told me they had or- 


 dered the Sloops to try the Paſſage that Summer. 


Captain Middleton was then upon his Voyage, fo 


| | bad no fariher Correſpondence with him, until the 


Ships returned in October, when I had the following, 
ZEerer From bim oo „ 


Ne. III. 


Six, London, Nov. 5, 1737. 
Am now (thank God) ſafely arrived from Hud- 
ſon's Bay, and thought proper to inform you that 
the Company ſent two Sloops upon the Diſcovery 
this laſt Summer; but, in my Opinion, the Peo- 
ple on board were not duly qualified for ſuch'an 


Undertaking. They proſecuted their Voyage no 


farther than the Latit. 629, 4 North, and returned 
without making any new or uſeful Diſcovery, ſo far as 


| Tan learn, They found a great many Iflands, Abun- 


dance of Black Whale, but no very great Tides, 
the higheſt about two Fathoms, the Flood com- 
ing from the Northward. If the Expedition was 
undertaken in good earneſt, and proper Perſons 

FEY Ee | 1 employed, 


1 | 


employed, with ſuitable Encouragement, it would 


ſoon determine what Succeſs might be expected; 


and 1t ſeems not impoſſible but a Paſſage Folild be 
found. If you ſhould be in London this Winter or 


next Spring, I ſhall be extremely glad of the Ho- 


nour to wait upon you, and tender my Service in 
any Thing that may be in my Power. In the 
mean Time you'll be pleaſed to do me the Favour 
of ſignifying the Receipt of this Letter, and fo 
good as to conceal any Intelligence I may have an 
Opportunity to give you from Time to Time of 
this Aﬀair. 


Be pleaſed to direct for me in London Street, near 


Ratcliff Croſs, and believe me to' be, with the 
highett e Sir, es. „ 

| wy Your moſt obedient Servant, 
1 Chriſt. Middleton. 
This I anſwered in the latter End of November, 
F which the following is a rough Lraught ; and at 
the ſame time wrote to Sir Bibye Lake: 


Ne. IV. 


SIR, | G 


' Had the Favour of yours of the zth Iaſtant 
WS | Yeſterday, and am exceedingly obliged to you 


for the Information you have given me in relation 
to the late Attempt for the N. W. Diſcovery. _ 
I muſt join with you that they ſeem not to have 
been duly qualified, or they would not have ſtop'd 
ſhort at 62”. + N. and returned before they got to 
64*. 10“. where Fox and Button had been: How- 
ever, it is ſo far an Enconragement, as it confirins 
the Tide's flowing from the North,- and theWhales 


there muſt come from that Side, none coming: 


thro* Hudſon's Streighht. The Tide there, tho' only 


two Fathom, is much higher than in the Bottom 
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5 (92) 
of the Bay, and conſequently can't come in thro? 
the Streights. I am, from the Confirmation of 
theſe alone, convinced of a Paſſage ; and nothing 
is wanting but a Perſon of Judgment and Capacity 
to make a thorough Diſcovery, I'm ſorry I can't 
be over next Spring, having only returned from 
London three Months ago ; but even from hence can 
promote its being effectually ſet on Foot by Sir 
Charles Wager, in caſe the Company ſhould not 
heartily engage in it; and you may be aſſured, 
whatever farther Light you can give me in it, ſhall 
not be diſcovered by me, but juſt fo far as you will 
give me Leave, nor your Name mentioned. How- 
| ever I hope for a more particular Account, if you 
can, of their Journal, 3 N 
Laſt Summer, when I was over, I waited upon 
Sir Brbye Lake, and he told me they had given In- 
ſtructions to their Commander at Churchill River 
to fit out Sloops for the Diſcovery ; ſo I ſhall write 
to him by this Poſt, as if I had heard nothing, but 
only to deſire him, ſince I hear their Ships are re- 
turned, to let me know what Accounts they have 
had; and if any Thing has been done, that he 
would ſend me an Extract of their Journal for my 
Animadverſions, that I may form a Judgment of 
it; and by his Anſwer I ſhall judge whether they 
are in earneſt in proſecuting the Diſcovery, and 
can form my Meaſures accordingly. And if I 
knew your Inclinations as to your own attempting. 
it, or any of your Friends, I would promote it, 
with Sir R. W. in caſe the Company don't effec- 
tually ſet about it; for whoever will effect it, will 
certainly deſerve a Reward from the Public. I am, 


Bibye Lake, the ſame Poſt, 


1 | 
A wy V. i 2 4 
| Stn, 1285 . 


AVING a an Account't in the Public 8 hat 
your Ships are returned from Hudſon's Bay, 
it would be a great Pleaſure to me, to know if the 
Sloops had made any Progreſs in the Diſcovery of 
the N. W. Paſſage by Ne Ultra, according to the 
Inſtructions that were ſent them from Londen, of 
which you were pleaſed to inform me laſt Summer. 
If they were ſent out, and made any Progreſs, 
I ſhould be much obliged to you for an Extract of 
their Journals, and the Obſervations they made, 
that 1 might form a Judgment of their Abilities, 
and how far they confirm or contradict thoſe who 
went before them, and from thence form a Judg- 
ment of the Probability of the Paſſage. . _ | 
I ſhall trouble you no, more, but wiſh you Suc- 
ceſs in all your Undertakings, and am with great 
Eſteem, Sc. | ; 


| in Anu za this I had the falling Leiter. 
N-. VI. 


$18, ; Tondon, Dec. 16. 1737. 

Have received your Favour of the 20th paſt, and 
I ſhould be very glad the great Care and Charge 
the Company have been at would have furniſhed me 
with an Anſwer more to your Satisfaction. 

The Sloops, according to the Company's Orders, 
ſet out from Churchill very early in the Spring, well 
provided with every Thing which could be thought 
neceſſary to make all poſſible Diſcovery, and mann'd 
with the ableſt Hands we could procure z but they 
could not find any Rivers or Inlets on the Weſtern 
Coaſt to the N ans of Cinrebill, nor any the leaſt 


: Ap- 


* 


(94) OT 
Appearance of a Paſſage, altho? they remained out 
till the 22d of Auguſt, - 5 

I have prevailed with the Company to make this 
Attempt in Compliance with your preſſing Impor- 
tunity, which I affure you has been attended with 
the utmoſt Danger of our Veſſels and Mens Lives, 
and in which we loft one of our Governors in Hud- 
ſors Bay; and our Captains, who have been old 
Northweſters, have ſo terrible an Opinion of big 
ing to the Northward, that it was with great Dif- 
ficulty we prevailed upon one of them to under- 
take to go and fee what was become of the Sloops, 
and what Sccceſs they had met with, In this Si- 
tuation I hope you will excuſe me from running 
the Company into any farther Danger or Expence, 
for I am already blamed a good deal for that I have 
already perſuaded them to undertake in this Mat- 
ter. I am, Sir, with great Efteem and ſincere 
good Wiſhes for your Health and Happineſs, 

i * Your moſt humble Servant, _ 
Bibye Lake. 


This 1 anſwered, of which the following is a rough 
Draught : % 8 


Ne. VII. 


SEW i; „ 
Fad the Favour of yours in relation to your 
I Attempt laſt Summer by two Sloops to find' out 
the N. W. Paſſage, and am very much obliged to 
you alone, Sir, for what you have done, though 
without Succeſs, but can't ſay the ſame for the 
Company; becauſe I muſt. beg Leave to ſay, by 
the Manner of communicating it to me, without- 
their ſending me a Journal of the Sloops Proceed- 
ings, and their Obſervations, for my animadver- 
1 I | ting 


| | (- 95.) | ; 5 
ting upon, (which I dare ſay from your Goodneſs 
you would have done, had it been agreeable to the 
Company that I ſhould have ſeen it) that they were 
not inclinable that a Diſcovery ſhould be made, tho? 
the whole Tenor of their Charter ſhews, that the 
great Powers and Royalties granted to them was in 
order to their making that Diſcovery. 8 9 
Since then they don't think proper to let me 
know how far the Sloops proceeded, and what Ob- 
ſtacles they met with, or Obſervations they made, 
purſuant to the Inſtructions you gave them (for 
I dare ſay you gave thoſe I ſent you to give, or at 
leaſt others more particular) you muſt give me leave. 
to animadvert upon ſo much as you think proper 
to acquaint me with. 5 . 
Were they mann'd by Sailors capable of keep- 
ing any Journals, or in the leaſt knowing the Art 
of Navigation? Was it probable, if they behaved as 
they ought to do, that they ſhould have been out 
early in the Spring, and continue out until the 
22d of Auguſt, and in that Time not be able to 
fail two hundred Leagues? For it is not ſo far from 
Churchill to Ne Ultra, the Difference: of Latitude 
not being more than ſix Degrees; if they trifled 
away their Time in looking out for Inlets or a Paſ- 
ſage to Southward of it, they did not know their 
Buſineſs, nor follow their Inſtructions, or they were | 
unwilling to find out whether there was a Pa. 
ſage or not. Had they been as far as 659. N. and 
had met with any Thing to obſtruct their Paſſage, 
by being land-lock*d, or meeting with Ice, they would, 
have produced their Journals, and acquainted the 
: Company with it, which not having done, other- 
wiſe you would have acquainted me with it, it is 
7 plain to a Demonſtration, that they have been idle 
£ or faulty, or thought it might pleaſe the Company - 
5 that no Paſſage ſhould be found: For to ſay that 
WI fliey were afraid to go.to 66?, Latit. when Ty = 
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have an open Sea, and no Ice in that Seaſon to obſtruct 
them, when the Whale Fiſhers, both at Spitzborg 
and in Baffens Bay, fail every Year to 789. and 
80. is ſcarce credible. As to your mentioning the 
Loſs of one of your Governors in the Attempt, 
which I ſuppoſe was in the former Attempt, and 
not this made laſt Summer, and alſo the ſending 
out a Captain to know what was come of the 
Sloops, which I apprehend was alſo before, ſince 
the Sloops came back in good Time, it is only by 
way of Diſcouragement, to prevent any farther 
Attempt. However, fince your Company is un- 
willing to make the Attempt, I ſhall be far from 
deſiring them to do it. As for my own Part, I 
am not only convinced that it is 8 but 
alſo that it is eaſy, and no way dangerous, after 
paſſing Hudſon's Streight. I only apply d to them 
as I thought it not only their Intereſt that they 
ſhould find it, but that it was alſo expected from 
them by their Charter; yet ſince they are pleaſed 
to neglect and deſpiſe it, I ſhall now apply myſelt 
to others who I believe will undertake it chearfully, 
as they are convinced it will be a national Benefit: 
For, as I am willing that England ſhould reap the 
Benefit of it, I ſhall not publiſh to the World the 
full Proof I have of a Paſſage, becauſe I know 
other Nations would attempt it before us, that they 
might ſer up a Right to the Trade thro? it, as the 
firſt Diſcoverers. | ; | 

Thus, Sir, I have taken the Liberty of animad- 
verting upon ſo much as your Company are pleaſed 
to communicate to me by you, being fully con- 
vinced that you would have communicated the 
Journals to me if it had been agreeable to them; 
but for the future I ſhall not deſire to put them to 
any Trouble or farther Expence to gratify my Cu- 
rioſity, but hope to let them ſee the Paſſage may 
be found out without giying them farther PO. 


( 1 
I ſhall always own myſelf obliged to you for the 
Favour you have done me, 5 wiſh you nn 
_ e ors &c. 


„ Bibye's Letter 5 this Aker F ſont a 9 
of to Captain Middleton; but before he received it 

ſent me an «71 pris to my TY Letter i in the 1 
50 0 Words: © 


N L. VIII. 


in, e London, Jan. 21; 1937. 
Have the Honour as yours of the 20th of Ne- 
vember, and am ſorry that it is not in my Power 

to anſwer your Requeſt, of giving you a more 
particular Account from the Journals of thoſe who 
were ſent laſt Year upon the Diſcovery ; the Com- 

y alone can give you that Satisfaction, and no 
doubt will tranſmit them to you, by which you 
will be able to judge of the Skill and Conduct of 
thoſe who were employed in that Affair, and may 
alſo form ſome Judgment, whether the Company 
are deſirous of proſecuting it in earneſt. 

However, it 1s my Opinion, that nothing will 
di done in it to any Purpoſe, unleſs the Govern- 
ment will give a ſufficient Encouragement to ſome 
Perſons of known Abilities to undertake it, and 
then I ſhould not deſpair but the whole might be 
accompliſhed by paſſing two whole Winters at 
Churchill, and proceeding on the Diſcovery with 
Reſolution during the Summer: For. my own Part, 
I confeis I ſhould be ambitious of attaining the 
Honour of ſuch a Diſcovery, and ſhould hope very 
much that Succeſs would crown the Undertaking; 
but as I have a certain Income from the Company, 
as long as I am. able to go that Voyage, it would 
not be prudent in me to quit their Employment 


upon an Uncertainty; and if they ſhould come to 
O tho 
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from him, 


„„ 
the Knowledge of my having any Intention of ac- 
cepting ſuch an Offer, I have too much Reaſon to 


apprehend they would immediately diſcard me; ſo 


that what I now write being unknown to them, 


I rely on your Honour will not be divulged to m 


Prejudice. In ſhort, I believe the Company thin 

it their Intereſt rather to prevent than forward new 
Diſcoveries in that Part of the World; and for 
that Reaſon they will not ſuffer any of our Jour- 


nals to be made public. All the Intimation I am 


able to give, is, that the Tides riſe more with a 
N. and N. W. Wind at neap Tides, than ever the 


Spring Tides do at Churchill or Albany with a ſouth- 


erly or eaſterly Wind; and as there is little or no 


Tide between Mansfield and Cary's Swarn*s Neſt, nor 
any in the N. or N. N. W. of Mill [es in that 


Bay, it muſt come from the Welcome, which can- 


not be far from ſome Weſtern Ocean. Alſo in 


Mr. Jobn Scrogg's Journal, in 1722, he mentions 
that in Latit. 649. 56'. the Tide ebb'd five Fa- 
thoms, but ves no Account which Way or from 
whence the Flood came; and they all agree that 
a great mary black Whales are ſeen in the Wel- 
come, whereas I don't remember to have ſeen-any 


in pther Parts of Hudſon's Bay, and I have been in 


all Parts of it, except the Welcome, all which are 
tavourable Circumſtances, I ſhall be glad at all 


Times to contribute what I can to your Informa- 
tion, and beg you'll believe me to be, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, | 
Chriſt. Middleton. 


ben ¶ ſent him the Copy of Sir Bibye Lake's 
Letter, and my Anſwer, I got the following Anſwer 


5 Ne. IX. 


1 
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Na. IX. | 
SIR, London, Feb. 27, 1737. 
1 Am honoured. with your Letter of the 22d In- 
ſtant, wherein you are ſo good as to communi- 
cate to me Sir Bibye Lake's Letter and your Anſwer, 
for which Favour I am very much obliged to you. 
The Remarks you make on the Proceedings and 
Conduct of the Perſons ſent laſt Year to make the 
Diſcovery are exceedingly juſt and proper ; and 
had they been really in earneſt, as well as duly 
qualified to undertake it, they had certainly a fine 
Opportunity of furniſhing better Obſervations and 
proſecuting their Voyage farther and to more Ad- 

vantage than any that went before them. 

What the Company intend, to do hereafter I am 
entirely a Stranger to, as they keep every Thing 
a Secret; and from ſome Queſtions I have been 
lately aſked, I found they ſeemed ſuſpicious of my 
correſponding with you. To remove which Jea- 
louſy, I returned fuch Anſwers as perhaps I ſhould 
not have done had I been independant of them. 
I return you many Thanks for the good Opinion 
you are pleaſed to entertain of me, and ſhall be 
glad of all Opportunities to teſtify with how much 
Reſpect I am, Sir, | — 

„ © Your moſt obedient, | 

And obliged bumble Servant, 
5} Chriſt. Middleton. 


On the 20th of February I wrote Letters to Sir 
C. Wager, Mr. W. and Colonel Bladen, acquaint- 
ing them with the Uſage I had received from the Com- 
pany, notwithſtanding the Proſpeft there was of Suc- 
ceſs, had they proſecuted it in earneſt, letting Sir 
Charles know that now I bad no other Reſource but 
1 O 2 mg 
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to get it undertaken by the Public, and hop'd be would 
get it promoted, by ſending out two Sloops from the 
Admiraliy. To which he was pleaſed to ſend me the 
fellowing Letter: | 5 
: N | 
" Stn, _ . Admiralty-Office, March 4, 1737-8, 
Received the Favour of your Letter of the 20th 
paſt, I believe you judge very right that the 
3 Bay Company do not deſire to have any 
y interfere with them 1n the Fur Trade in thoſe 
Parts; they ſeem to be content with what they 
have, and make (I believe) conſiderable Profit by 
it; and if it ſhouid be farther extended, which 
might be the Caſe if a farther Diſcovery was 
made: For tho' they ſhould not find a navigable 
Paſſage thro? into the South, they might probably 


find Indian Nations, from whom Furs might be 


bought cheaper than they are bought in Hudſon's 
Bay, and that would be a Diſadvantage to their 
Trade. 8 | | Soy tt 

The Probabilities pf finding a Paſſage, as you 
propoſe, ſeem to be very ſtrong; the Flood com- 
ing that Way is almoſt a Demonſtration z what 
Difficulties may be in the Execution can't be fore- 
ſeen, If a Paſſage could be found into the South 
Sea, it would open a very large Field, and very 
probably of a very profitable Commerce; but the 
firſt en aeg let the Affair ſucceed never ſo well, 
have ſeldom if ever found their Account in it. 
However, that ſhould not hinder others from ex- 
erting themſelves in the diſcovering any Thing 
that may be advantageous to the Public; but a Spi- 
rit of that Kind ſeems to have been afleep for ma- 
ny Years. War may have perhaps prevented, in 
ſome Meaſure, and diverted Mens T hts from 
any Enterprize of that Nature, I confeſs I have 
| 9 myſelf 


. 
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myſelf had Thoughts of that kind, and eſpecially 
ſince. I read. your Manuſcript of a Probability of a 
N. W. Paſſage to the South. Sea, but I have found 
but very few that were willing to beſtow any 
Thoughts about it, I remember Lord Granard and 
I have talk*d about it ſometimes, but it was but 
Talk, other Things and Buſineſs nearer- Home has 
employed our Time and Thoughts too. I think 
the beſt Way to undertake ſuch a Diſcovery, 'is to 
have, as you propoſe, two proper. Veſſels to go at 
a proper Time of . the Year, and to winter there, if 
it was found neceſſary; and to carry with them 
a Cargo, not a great one, of Goods proper to trade 
with any Indians they may meet with; and capable 
and honeſt People' to be employed in the Er - 
dition, if ſuch are to be found in the World, which 
doubt; and ten or a dozen Perſons, or more if 


thought proper, engaged in it, who would advance 


Money ſufficient to carry it on, who may in Time, 
if it ſhould ſucceed, be better intitled to the Name 
of the N. W. or South Sea Company, than the 
preſent South Sea Company has to that Name, who 
are not permitted to trade in any one Place within 
the Limits of their Charter, which made ſuch an 
Eclat at the firſt eſtabliſhing it. If this. ſhould be 
once agreed on, and proper Perſons be found to 
join in it, it may then be conſidered what Autho- 
rity may be proper to obtain from the Crown, that 
the firſt that go and ſucceed, may not only beat 
the Buſh, and others come afterwards to catch the 


Hare. For tho? I do not much like excluſive 


Companies, where it is not abſolutely neceſſary, 
yet I would not have the Advantages that may be 
found by: ſome, be given away to others. As to 
Veſſels: being ſent at the Public Expence, tho? it 
would not be great, yet the Parliament may think, 
eſpecially at this Time, that we ought not to play 
with the Money they give us, for other and _ 
n 2 ? ticular 
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ticular Services. However, if Sir Robert Walpole, 
or other proper Perſons, ſhould think that the Go- 
vernment ſhould attempt it at the Public Expence, 
I ſhall not be againſt it. I am, Sir, | 570 

Your moſt bumble Servant, 

Charles Wager. 


ET: acquainted Captain Middleton with my writing 
to theſe Gentlemen, and ſent him a Copy of the above 


Anſwer from Sir Charles Wager, to which I bad 
the following Anſwer : Fe 0h 
= No. XI. . OR 
Six, | | London, April 8, 1738. 

Am honoured with yours of the 2oth Ut. and 
obſerve, that altho* the uneaſy Situation of Af- 
fairs may have rendered your Application in Be- 
half of the Diſcovery fruitleſs at this Time, yet 


you intend to puſh the Attempt next Seaſon, when 
you come to England; and then I hope you will 


find the Circumſtances of the Times more favour- 
able, I return you many Thanks for the kind Aſ- 


ſurances of your. Friendſhip and Intereſt in recom- 
mending me as a proper Perſon to be employed in 
ſo great an Undertaking, and ſhall, according to 


your Requeſt, make all ſuch farther Enquiries and 


Obſervations this Voyage as may lie in my Power. 
I am particularly obliged to you for the Favour 
of your communicating to me a Copy of Sir Charles 
FWager's Letter; and if I can make any Judgment 
from the Tenor of it, he ſeems not to have any 
hearty Inclination for the Enterprize: For tho” he 
acknowledges the Probability of a Paſſage, yet he 
writes with ſo much Indifference about it; and, 
in my Opinion, his whole Anſwer is very ſuper- 
ficial, and his Objections not very weighty. 1 
F 5 
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of the uſual ill Fate of the firſt Projectors is a com- 
mon Topic, and not their Fault, but their Mis- 
fortune in not finding due Encouragement. I hope 
he entertains too ill an Opinion of the World, bad 
as it is, when he doubts whether any capable and 
| honeſt People are to be found for undertaking the 
Expedition, I believe indeed he is very much in 
the right as to the Hud/on's Bay Company's being 
content with what they have, and their not caring 
to extend their Trade any farther. I know not 
whether, from an intimate Acquaintance with ſome 
of the Directors, Sir Charles Wager may not be a 
little attached to their Intereſt ; for tho? he ſays, if 
Sir. Robert Walpole thinks that the Government 
ſhould attempt it at the public Expence, he ſhall 
not be againſt it; yet this ſeems to be ſaid in a very 
_ Manner, and not with that Heartineſs I could 
wiſh. 

What you propoſe, that the Government ſhould 
allow a ſufficient Premium for the Diſcovery, in 
caſe of Succeſs, and that they ſhould think fit to 
allow a free Trade through it, muſt be thought 
very reaſonable ; eſpecially as Companies with ex- 


 cluſive Privileges are fo generally diſlik' d. Whe- 


ther jt would be needful to apply to Parliament for 
a Reſumption of ſo much of the Grant to the Hud- 
| ſon's Bay Company as intitles them to the Benefit of 
the Trade, I am under ſome Doubt, becauſe 1 
know not whether they derive that Privilege by 
Act of Parliament, or only by a Grant from the 
Crown; if it be from the latter, I apprehend there 
is an Act made in the Reign of King James I. 
which has abridg'd the Prerogative in their Power 
of granting excluſive Privileges; and if that be the 
Caſe, I believe it would not be difficult to find 
three or four Perſons who would be at the Charge 
of fitting out two Sloops to winter. there, in order 
to proſecute the Diſcovery, provided they might 

| . have 
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have the Liberty 'of trading in the Bay, without 
being called to an Account for it, It is not poſſible 
to paſs the Winter to Northward of Churchill, nei- 
ther is there any Hopes of a gainful Trade at pre- 
ſent with the Northern Indians; ſo that I ſhould 
be glad to know whether the Company have an 
Act of Parliament to confirm their Charter or not z 
and if you hear from H. Walpole or Col. Bladen in 
Favour of the Attempt, I ſhall be much obliged to 

„if you pleaſe to acquaint me of it. I reckon 
we ſhall ſail about the 2oth of next Month. And 

wu with the greateſt Regard, Sir, 


Your obliged humble Servant, 
Chriſt, Middleton. 


This Fg Ke Le the 1 "th, to | which 1 bad the 0 
. Reph : 


Ne. XII. 


Six, | 1 5 oy May ks 1758. 

Have the Favour of yours dated from Liſburn, 

April 17, and am convinced that the Situation 
of our public Affairs is ſuch at preſent, that no 
Propoſal could be properly made to the Miniſtry 
about the Diſcovery at this Time: However, I 
make no queſtion but you may be able to influence 
Sir Charles Wager and others to give Encourage- 
ment for it, when the Circumſtances of the Times 
alter for the better. Mean while I ſhall continue 
making all ſuch Obſervations as may tend to promote 
the Undertaking ; and before I received your laſt 
Letter, I had propoſed ſomething of that kind to 
the Company, but they took no notice of it, which 
ſhews they have no Deſign of proſecuting that De- 


ſign at all even where it would be no Detriment 
| a bor 


ie | 
or Delay to our Voyage. In four or five Days we 
ſhall ail from hence, and, if it pleaſe God to grant 
me a ſafe Return, you ſhall hear from me on our 
Arrival, and from what you wrote before J hope 
for the Honour of ſeeing you next Spring. In the 
Interim I wiſh you all Health and Proſperity, and 
am, with the greateſt Regard, Sir, | 
i Your obliged humble Servant, 
| Chriſt. Middleton, 


P. S. I am now ordered by the Company to go 
to the South Parts of the Bay, which, in ſome Re- 
ſpect, may N me of making the Obſer- 

vations I propoſed to them. 1 


fn Upon bis Return I had the following Letter from 
. „ | | es 
N.. XIII. 


SI Ry Tondon, October 29, 1738. 
1 Have the Pleaſure to acquaint you of our ſafe 
Arrival from Hudſon's Bay, and wiſh it had 
been in my Power to communicate to you any . 


Thing that might give new Light towards a farther _ 


Diſcovery ; but as I was ordered to the Southern Part 
of the Bay, I had no Opportunity of making any 
Obſervations myſelf; and tho' the Company ſent 
a Sloop to the Northward this Summer from Char- 
chill, yet ſhe returned, in about ten Days, without 
making any one, uſeful Diſcovery, When you find 
it proper to proſecute your Deſign, I ſhall be glad 
to give any Aſſiſtance in my Power, and aſſure you 
that, on all Occaſions, I ſhall be ready to ſhew that 
I am, with the greateſt Reſpect, Sir, 
1 Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| Chriſt. Middleton, 


VVV 
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This I anſwered, ſbewing bim that there was no 
Proſpet of attempting it ibis Seaſon by the Publick. 
To which I received the following Anſwer: © 


Ne. XIV. 


SIR, | London, Dec. 18, 1738. 
Am honoured with your Letter of the 18th 
Ult. and am entirely of the ſame Opinion with 

you, that the preſent Poſture of Affairs is not ſo 
ſettled as to give Hopes that the Government would 
embark in the Diſcovery next Seaſon ; but when-, 
ever a proper Opportunity may offer itſelf, I ap- 
prehend the moſt likely and feaſible of the ſeveral 
Methods you are pleaſed to mention will be to en- 
gage the Government to give Inſtructions to the 
Admiralty to purſue the Diſcovery in ſuch a Man- 
'ner as ſhall be judg*d convenient, for I fear it would 
be very difficult to obtain any Encouragement in 
a parliamentary Way, ſo many Oppoſitions gene- 
rally ariſing upon Debates for executing any Schemes 
that have the Appearance of Projects; not but a 
parliamentary Sanction would certainly be the heſt, 
if it could be procur'd ; and that you will be able 
to form a much better Judgment than I can, when 
you are over next Summer, and have the Oppor- 
tunity of diſcourſing upon it with fuch Gentlemen 
as may have a great Influence and Inclination to 
promote it. As to the South Sea Company, they 
have hitherto had ſo little Succeſs in every Branch 
of Trade they have been entitled to carry on, that 
the Proprietors'wonld hardly be willing to expend 
any Money of the Company's in ſtriking out a new 
one, However, when you are in London, aud have 
Leiſure to puſh it, I am ſure your Prudence and 
Experience will ſuggeſt to you much better Me- 
thods and Expedients for removing any Difficulties . 
that may attend the Execution than I can pretend 
Ke: | 1 * 
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to offer; and therefore I can only: 1 you that 
(ſo far as lies in my Power) I ſhall be willing and 
ready to promote it to the utmoſt, being, with moſt 
ſincere Regard, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble 8 


Chriſt, Middleton. 


| Thus | Things food till I went over in 1 April, 17 39, 
when we met; but finding it not a proper Time 10 
Puſo it, he was only to continne to make proper Ob. 

packet om and get what Accounts he could in the 

Bay; and upon bis going « out be wrote me the fol- 

FOG Leiter: 


N. XV. 


01 By Yarmouth, May 24, 1739. 
A SI am now upon my Departure from ZEng- 
land, and had not an Opportunity, thro? the 
Hurry of my Buſineſs, to wait upon you in Per- 
ſon, I thought proper to aſſure you, that I have 
ſo ordered my Affairs as to be ready next Year to 
undertake the Diſcovery, in caſe you ſhould find 
Means to have it put in Execution, when the Sea- 
| ſon comes on, tho' I am doubtful our national 
Concerns are not ſo thoroughly ſetiled as to give 
our Miniſtry Leiſure to think of it : However thac' 
be, you may depend upon the Sincerity of my 
Intentions, and Readineſs to promote the Under- 
taking, (if it pleaſe God to bleſs me wu Health) 
whenever Matters ſhall be ripe” for it. In the 
mean Time I hearuly wiſh you Health and Proſ- 


perity, and am, Sir, 
: Your faithful humble Sadie, 
Chriſt, Middleton. 


1 1 Upon 


(18) 3 
Upon his Return ] bad the following Letter from 


bim : 
NY AVE 


Honoured Sir, London, Octob. 18, 1739. 
Think it my Duty to embrace the firſt Oppor- 
1 tunity of acquainting you with our ſafe Arrival, 
and of returning you my Thanks for the Reſpect 
you were pleaſed to ſhew me before my Departure. 
1 ſhould have been extremely glad to have ſeen you 
at London at this Juncture, where I find our Pre- 
parations for War more vigorous than ever, and 
conſequently all Thoughts of Application about the 
former Deſign fruitleſs, till a more convenient Sea- 
ſon : But as ſo great a Number of Men of War 
have been already fitted out, as to- take almoſt all 
our old Officers into Commiſſion, and ſeveral 
Twenty-Gun Ships are now building, I ſhould not 
doubt but I might obtain the Command of one of 
them, thro* your Intereſt in my Behalf, if you 
ſhould think me deſerving of ſo great a Favour, 
and you are nat under any Pre-engagements. I am 
very well acquainted with the Navigation on the 
Coaſts of both New and Old Spain, having been 
many Years in thoſe Parts before I engaged with 
the Hudſon's Bay Company, and was in vera Let- 
ter of Marque Ships in Queen Anne's War at my 
firſt ſetting out as a, Sailor. 5 . 
I am perſonally known to Sir Jacob Ackworth, 
Sir Fohn Norris, and all the elder Brothers of the 
Trinity. Houſe ; and JI believe none of them would 
object to my Qualification, provided I ſhould have 


any Friend of Weight that would think it proper. 


to ſolicit in my Behalf ; and tho” I have the Ho- 
nour but of a very late Acquaintance with yourſelf, 
yet I hope you'll excuſe the Freedom of this Ad- 
dreſs in an Aﬀair which I judge to happen oppor- 

; tunely 
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tunely to my Advantage; and if I ſhould have the 
good Fortune to ſucceed, might facilitate my be- 
ing employed hereafter when it may be thought pro- 
per to undertake the Diſcovery. If you ſhould 
think fit to do me the Honour of your Recom- 
mendation to any of the Lords of the Admiralty, 
or others, on this Occaſion, my future Behaviour 
(I hope) will ſhew me not altogether unworthy of 
ſo high a Truſt, nor ungrateful to my Benefactor. 

I was this Voyage at Churchill Factory, where 
Mr. Norton is Governor. He was along with Scroggs 
in 1722, and remembers very well that when they 
came to an Anchor in the Welcome, near the La- 
titude 659. they had twelve Fathoms at High-water, 
and but ſeven at Low-water z and he ſeems confi- 
dent, from a View that he took from a Promon- 
tary aſhore, that there muſt be a clear Paſſage; the 
Land is very high, and falls off to the Southward 
of the Weſt. This Year ſome of the Natives, who 
came down to trade at Churchill, and had never 
been before at any of our Engh/þ Settlements, in- 
formed him they frequently traded with Europeans 
on the Weſt Side of America, near the Latitude 
of Churchill by their Account, which ſeems to con- 
firm that the two Seas muſt unite. I remain 


Your moſt obedient bumble Servant, 
ST ĩͤ oO 


J anſwered this the 50th, and incloſed to him Lei- 
ters of Recommendation to Sir Robert Walpole, Lord 
Conway, and Sir Charles Wager, of which I need 
only give a Copy of what I wrote ta Sir Charles 


Ne. 
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No. XVII. 
. | | | 8 N 425 
Find, by Captain Middleton, who is returned 
ſafe from Churchill in Hudſon's Bay, that the 
Accounts he has had there this Year confirm there 
being a ſafe Paſſage at the Welcome. . 


Here I rected the laſt Paragraph of the above 
Letter. . 


Since theſe Facts confirm the former Accounts, 


- 
=” 


and demonſtrate a Paſſage, I am humbly of Opi- 
nion, that if we have a War with Spain; it would 


be highly advantageous to attempt it next Sum- 
mer. If we diſcover it, and the War ſhould con- 
tinue the following Year, we might intercept their 
Acapulco Ships, and make manyPrizes fromCalifarnia 
to Panama, before they would ſuſpect our being 
upon their Coaſts; and when they ſhould know 
that we had found the Paſſage, our being capable 
of attacking them in the South Sca in ſo eaſy a 


Manner, would ſoon humble them, and make them 


value our Friendſhip. _ 3 
I therefore beg leave to recommend Captain 
Middleton to you, as a Perſon capable, from his 
Knowledge of Sea-Affairs, particularly in Hudſon's 
Bay, of being of great Service to Great-Britain; 
andeven if it ſhould not be judged proper to attempt 
it this Seaſon, hope you will think him worthy of 
a Command under his - Majeſty, that he may be 
ready to attempt it whenever it may be thought 
proper. I am told ſeveral Twenty-Gun Ships are 
now fitting, and I believe all the old Captains who 
can ſerve are employed; as he is an experienced 
Captain, and ſerved in Ships of Force in Queen 


Ame's War, I hope you will think it doing the 


Nation 


| V : | 

Nation Service to employ him, and have him ready 
in the King's Service for this Diſcovery ; and two 
Sloops may be prepared, fitting for the Navigation 
to Hudſon's Streights, under his Direction, Time 
enough before next Seaſon. His Character you 
may have from Sir John Norris, and Sir Jacob Ack- 
worth, who perſonally know him. E 
I hope, Sir, you will pardon the Earneſtneſs of 
my Sollicitation in his Favour ; but as you know 
I have the Diſcovery much at Heart, you will the 
more eaſily forgive me. I have wrote to Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole upon the fame Subject, and if other 
more important Affairs don't take up his Thoughts, 
he wi dee, ſpeak to you upon this Subject. 

I wiſh you Happineſs and Succeſs in all your 
Undertakings, and am, with the moſt ſincere Re- 
ſpect, Sir, Mr.. A 3 


7 theſe I had the following Anſwer from Captain 
Middleton : 


No. XVIII. 


. e London, Novem. 29, 1739. 
Received the Favour of your obliging Letter 
of the goth of Oober, with the incloſed to 
Sir R. Walpole, Sir Charles Wager, and Lord Con- 
way. I did myſelf the Honour to wait of theſe 
Gentlemen immediately, and was received with 
great Civility and Reſpect by Sir C. Wager, not 
finding any Opportunity to be introduced to Sir 
Robert, by my Lord Contway's happening to be out 
of Town, for ſeveral Days after the Receipt of your 
Letter, Sir Charles aſſured me that he was very 
deſirous of having the Diſcovery undertaken, and 
would do all that was in his Power to promote it. 
Accordingly he ordered me to wait upon him a ſe- 
cond Time in an Evening with a Chart of 1 
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Bo, which I did laſt Monday Night, when we had 


a good deal of Diſcourſe relating to the Method 
that might be proper to be purſued, in caſe it ſhould 


be put in Practice next Spring; but he told me he 


had not then got your Manuſcript from my Lord 
Conway; who being in Town, I waited of him, 
and he told me it was not proper for him at that 
Time to introduce me to Sir Robert, but he would 
give me Notice when I ſhould attend him, and 
took Directions how to ſend to me. As Sir Charles 
has given me Liberty to wait of him as often as 
I pleaſe, I make no doubt but he will diſcourſe Sir 
Robert on the Affair as ſoon as he can conveniently ; 
for at this Juncture Sir Robert is ſo extremely full 
of Buſineſs, that I deſpair of the Honour of wait- 


ing of him perſonally : However, I ſhall have the 


Pleaſure to acquaint you from time to time what 
Progreſs is made in it, from the free Acceſs I have 
to Sir Charles, who will not (I believe) let any Op- 
portunity flip that may ſeem to favour _o Deſign. 
In the Interim J remain, Sir, | 


Your moſt obliged, 
And moſt bumble Servant, 
Chriſt. Middleton. 


This I did not immediately anſwer, but bad 10 
him the mn Letter: 


Ne. XIx. | 
5 London, Fan. 8, 1739. 
INCE my laſt I have not been honoured with 
any from you, neither have I as yet the Plea- 
ſure to inform you of any great Progreſs made. to- 
wards the Execution of our Project: However l 


conſtantly wait on Sir Charles once a Fortnight, or 


oftner, who receives me with great Civility and 
I . 3 Reſpect. 


En: 


ad Refpect. I gave him lately a Copy of the incloſed 


od Paper, which is the Subſtance of one I delivered to 
11d the Company laſt Winter. Sir Charles leem'd to 


he be pleaſed in peruſing it, and ſaid he had not yet 


rd got your Papers from my Lord Conway. I told 
m, him I had waited upon my Lord a great many 
"at Times, but had not found a proper Opportunity 


Id of being introduced to him: However, Sir Charles 


nd was ſo good as to ſay, that I might ſpare myſelf 

les that Trouble, for it lay more immediately in his 

as Way to forward the Affair; and I hope he will not 

Ir let flip a 10 proper Occaſion of doing it. I ſhall 
r 


7 not fail, my own Part, to put him in Mind of 

ull ic pretty frequently, as he has been pleaſed to give 

it- me leave to attend him as often as I think conve- 
he nient. From time to time I ſhall do myſelf the 

at . Honour to acquaint you what Proceedings are made 


ve in the Affair. I wiſh you the Return of many hap- 
P- py Years and am, with the greateſt Regard, Sir, 
- 1 Tour moſt obliged humble Servant, 


Here below ts the Paper he incloſed me aloui Sc e 
e, 


. 


An Account of Sir Thomas Row's Welcome, or Ut 
Ultra, extracted from the Fournal of John Scroggs, 


Meer Anno 1722. 


UNE 22d, 1722, failed from Churchill in 399. 

North, and Longitude from the Meridian of 
London, 95˙. Weſt in the Latitude 62%. He trad- 
ed with the Indians for Whalebone and Sea-horſe 
Teeth. Monday, July qth in the Evening, he an- 
chored i in twelve Fathoms. The Weather for ſe- 


5 | Chriſt. Middleton. 
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veral Days before had been hazy and thick, and he 


drove into this Depth, When it cleared up he found 
himſelf about nine or ten Miles from the North 


Side of the Welcome, in Lat. by Account 64“. 33. 


N. He ſaw ſeveral Iſlands bearing from the S. W. 


by W. to the S. W. by S. and a Head-Jand at the 


ſame Time, which bore E. N. E. about 3 Leagues 


_ diſtant, This he named V balebone Point, after the 


Name of his Sloop. 
July 10, at ſeven in the Morning, he ſent his ſix- 
oar'd Boat on Shore, with ſeven Hands and two 


Northern Indians; Mr. Norton, who is now a Go- 


vernor at Churchill, was then Pateroon of the Boat, 
and ſpoke the Northern Indian Tongue. The two 
Indians had been entertained at the Factory all the 
foregoing Winter, upon the Account of this Dif- | 
covery, They gave us Intimation of a rich Cop- 
per Mine, that lay near the Surface of the Earth, 
and ſaid they could direct the Sloop or Ship to lie 
by it, where ſhe might load very ſoon. We had 
ſeveral Pieces of Copper brought down to Churchill, 
which made it evident "there is a Mine ſomewhere 
in that Country. Theſe Indians ſketch'd out the 
Land with Charcoal upon a Skin of Parchment, 
before they left the Factory; and as far as the Sloop 
went, they found it agree very well. 

Scroggs ſays he ſaw both Sides of the Welcome, 
from the South back to the Weſt, being up in the 
very Cod of the H/elcome, as. he terms it. The 
Land is as high as in Hudſon's Streights, as he and his 


Men all agreed, and that Land we can ſee in clear 


Weather very well 15 or 20 Leagues. Where he 
continued at Anchor, he mentions it was very goo 
Soundings. He always continued the. Variation the 
ſame as at Churchill; for he knew not how to ob- 
ſerve it. Then it was 26%. W. and is now but 20. 
Weſt at Churchill, tho? we find in the ſame Lati- 
tude 50 or 60 Leagues to the Eaſtward almoſt 30. 
| ot „ Variation 


( 115 . 
Variation weſterly, which makes the Welcome above 
two Points nearer the Meridian. 

Tueſday, July 10, he continued at Anchor in the 
ſame Place; and the Boat returned on Board at five 
o*Clock in the Afternoon. He ſays they ſaw ſeve- 
ral black and white Whales here, At four the next 
Morning went on Shore again with che aforeſaid 
Indians, and came back about five in the Evening. 
They found none of the Natives, but Plenty of 
Deer, wild Geeſe, Ducks, Sc. Some of the Deer 
they killed. At 10 in the Forenoon calm, he ſays 
it ebbs five Fathoms where he lay at Anchor, for 
they anchored in twelve Fathom at High-water, 
as Mr. Norton this Year alſo confirmed to me, and 
they found but ſeven Fathom at Low-water. - At 
Noon he and his Mate obſerved the Latitude to 
be 64. 56. N. Here he named the ſouthermoſt 

Iſland that bore S. W. by S. Cape Hllerton, after 
one of our Directors. 

Wedneſday, Fuly 11, continued in the ſame Place 
at Anchor. He obſerved the Latitude again, and 
found it as before 642. 56'. N. by a good Obſerva- 
tion, His Mate, he tells us, agreed with him, He 
ſent the Boat up to the Cod of the Bay, as he terms 
it, to ſound, and the two Northern Indians went in 
her. One of them, he ſays, had a great Deſire to go 
Home, which he told them was but three or four 
Days Journey from thence, but they detained him 
with fair Words and Promiſes. 

Thurſday, 12th of Fuly, at four in the Afternoon, 
the Boat returned from the Shore, He gives us no 
Account of the Soundings, tho“ they went out for 
that Purpoſe ; but he aſſerts there was a Bar croſs 
the Welcome, and that. they could go no farther. 
All the Men agreed, when they returned, that they 
were at leaſt ten Leagues from what he would have 
to be a Bar. At five in the Afternoon he weighed 
it from that FAIR where he had laid at Anchor ever 
| We -lince 
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| (16) 
ſince the gth Inſtant, and ſteered out S. E. by Com- 
aſs for two Miles, and then S. W. by ditto about 
our or five Miles more. Here he ſounded in 45 
Fathom, and continued failing to the South-weſt 
arter. | 
Fuly 13th, obſerved the Latitude at Noon to be 
649. 39“, and had 40 or 50 Fathom Water. The 
next Day 14th, returning Home, he found the La- 
titude by Obſervation to be 649. 20. and the Sound- 
ings 60 to 70 Fathoms, Theſe Sounding he called 
the Mid-channel. In Lat. 64*. 13. by Obſervation 
at Noon, on the South or rather Eaſt Side of the 
Welcome, the Flood came on ſo ſtrong, and hove 
them ſo near the ſaid South or Eaft Shore, that he 
. was obliged to come to an Anchor in ten Fathom. 
He does not ſay from whence the Flood came, nor 
does he ever give his Opinion of it during his 
Whole Voyage in his Journal; but being ſet on the 
Eaſt Side, it muſt come from the Northward, ac- 
cording to the Courſe of the Welcome. 
uly the 15th, he croſſed the Welcome in ſeven 
fathoms, and obſerved the Latitude to be 64*. 15. 
He makes the Welcome to be 15 or 20 Leagues 
broad in this Lat, from Side to Side, by computing 
the Diſtance from his Log-book, He faw many 
Whales in Lat. 64“. 8. Soi. 
Governor Kelſey, in his Journal 1720, takes No- 
rice, that in Lat. 639, on the Weſt Side of the 
Welcome, the Tide comes ſtrong from the N. E. 
which is near the Courſe of the Welcome. He calls 
it a ſoking Tide, and ſays it flows neap and Spring 
Tides from 12 to 17 Feet. | 
- Laſt Winter the Hudſon's Bay Company ſent me 
the Journals of Scroggs and his Mate to examine, 
in order to have my Opinion of the Paſſage. I gave 
them an Account much the ſame as the foregoing, 
and incurred the Diſpleaſure of ſome of thoſe Gen- 
5 ; ? tlemen, 


| (177) | 

tlemen, for declaring my Opinion ſo freely for a 
Paſſage. Tis what they are not deſirous of diſco- 
vering, leſt any ſhould interfere with their Trade, 
I offered to undertake it for them, but they cared 
not to come into the Propoſal. I was at Churchill 
when Scroggs- went out, and wintered there at the 
fame Time with him, being then Mate to one of 
the Company's Ships. It was propoſed that I ſhould 
go with Scroggs on the Diſcovery to draw the Land 
and make Obſervations; but when the Time for 
undertaking the Voyage came on, Stroggs would 
not ſuffer me to go with him, for what Reaſon I 
know not. The Governor at Churchill was a good- 
natured eaſy Man, and would not uſe his Authority 
to oblige him to carry me againſt his Will, When 
they returned, which was in a Months Time or 
thereabouts, I examined the Officers and Men, ſe- 
veral of them having been my Scholars in the 
Winter to learn Navigation. They told me they 
ſaw nothing; at thoſe Times they were on Shore, 
to hinder their going farther ; for when they were 
eight or ten Miles from the Point he nam'd Whale 
Point, which bore E. N. E. from them, they ſaw 
an open Sea, and the Land trench'd away to the 
Southward of the Weſt. This they ſaid to Scroggs's 
Face, as ſoon as they were got on board our Ship 
at Churchill, tho? while they were under his Com- 
mand they diſſembled it, and ſaid what he pleaſed 
to have them. From this, and all other Accounts, 
it appears there muſt be a Paſſage for the Tides 
from the great Ocean. g 


This. was the Copy be incloſed to me, mentioned in 
his Letter. In that Paper he gave the Company, which 
he ſays was much to the ſame Purpoſe, he was obliged 
to conceal great Part of his Opinion, for fear of diſ- 
obliging them ;, but one Point he affirms in it, which 
i very material, that is, the Time of FHigh-water 

| -—" 


Te | if I 4 8 ; 

in Whale Cove. He ſays in it: Captain Kelſey, and 
Lkewiſe the Sluops that went laſt Year, found the Tides 
near the ſame Latitude (he was talking of the Tides 
at Cary's Swan's Neſt) about thirty or forty Leagues 
to' the Weſtward in Whale Cove, to flow but Ten 
Feet in common Tides, and a V. S. V. Moon makes 


a full Sea. | | 
His next, dated London, January 22, 1739. 
No. XXI. 

: Sin, ws 


S the Seaſon is ſo far advanced, I thought 
proper to write a few Lines to Sir Charles 
Wager, and delivered them into his own Hand, 
not having an Opportunity of diſcourſing him in 
private upon the Subject of the Diſcovery. I ſend 
you a Copy of my Letter incloſed. He read it 
while I was preſent, and told me that for his own 
Part, he was entirely for undertaking it this Spring; 
but he was afraid he ſhould not be able to put it in 
Execution, and that the Thoughts of it muſt be 
deferr*d tiil next Year. As a ſecond Letter from 
yourſelf to Sir Charles or Sir Robert Walpole may 
be a Means to encourage their executing it this Sea- 
fon, I ſhall leave it to your Judgment to make ſuch 
farther Application about it as you think conve- 
nient; becauſe it will be neceſſary for me to en- 
gage again with the Company in a very ſhort Time, 
unleſs Sir Charles ſhould be pleaſed to give ſome 
Encouragement to the other Part of my Propoſal, 
when he has conſidered it. I am, with the great- 
eſt Reſpect, Sir, | 
| Your moſt obedient, | a 
And moſt humble Servant, 


Chriſt. Middleton. 


T he C 2 of his Letter to Sir Charles Wager "1 


(19) 
No. XXII. 


| Honoured Sir, 


a Month ſooner than uſual, I beg Leave to acquaint 


you therewith, and with great Submiſſion to offer 


a few Thoughts relating to the Expedition Mr. 
Dobbs propoſed, that in caſe you ſhould judge it 
not expedient. to undertake it this Year in ſuch a 
manner as to go through the Diſcovery, by winter- 
ing there; yer ſome Preparation may be made to- 
wards it, and at the ſame Time an Advantage be 


gain'd of the Spaniards, when they leaſt expect it. 
The Biſcayers every Year lend ten or twelve Ships 


to fiſh for Whales behind Reſolution, and theſe 
might be taken as Prizes with great Eaſe, together 
with the Fiſh they. catch, by a Twenty-gun Ship, 
carrying a few Men more than ordinary to be ſpared 
for manning ſuch Veſſels as we might have the good 
Fortune to take in thoſe Parts, together with a Ten- 
der about ninety Tuns. I propoſe a Ship of twenty 
or thirty Guns, as the fitteſt in all Reſpects, becaule 
they draw but little Water, and beſides have a 
Number of Oars, which will be extremely uſeful 
in getting thro? the Ice, and coming up with the 
Spaniards. We ſhould alſo have Time enough to 


ſail up the Welcome with the Ship and Tender, in 


order to make more certain Obſervations of the 


Courſe and Strength of the Tides, the Bearings of 


the Coaſt, c. than have been yet tranſmitted us, 
which would mightily facilitate the - Diſcovery, 
whenever it ſhould hereafter he put in Execution. 


Another great Uſe of the Tender would be in caſe 


of any bad Accident in the Ice, which is ſometimes 
unavoidable, notwithſtanding the greateſt Care. 


ME, In. 


P January 74 1739. 
As the Hudſon's Bay Company have juſt given 
| us Orders to get our Ships ready for failing 
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In caſe you ſhould be pleaſed to approve this 
Propoſition, and entruſt me with the Command of 
ſuch a Veſſel this Spring for the Purpoſe above- 
mentioned, I do aſſure you that I will diſcharge 
my Duty with ſuch Care, "Fidelity, and Reſolution, 
as 1 hope will be for the Service and Satisfaction of 
the Public, as well as to give you no Cauſe to re- 

nt aſſiſting me with your Recommendation and 

ncouragement. 

If this ſhould find your Approbation, 1 will er 
down ſuch farther Memorandums as may be pro- 
per relating to this Undertaking, and the Prepa- 
ration neceſſary for it, 

I hope, Sir, you will excuſe the Freedom of this 
Addreſs; and in caſe what I have offered be impro- 

r at this Juncture, you'll be pleaſed to let me 

now it, becauſe the Time is at hand that I muſt 
engage again with the Company, or relinquiſh their 
Service. I am, with the greateſt Regard, er. 
ed Sir, 
| Your moſt obliged, 
And moſt obedient humble Seen 


Ch rift, s. 8 


15 Letter to Sir c. Wige Jan. 23, 1739-40. ap | 
N.. XXIII. | 


8 

T is with great Pleaſure I hear from Captain 

Middleton, that he has been to wait upon you, and 

has laid all the lateſt Accounts and Journals relating 
to the N. W. Paſſage before you, which, I am per- 
ſuaded you will agree with me, almoſt amount to 
a Demonſtration of there being an eaſy Paſſage 
free from Ice, ſince the Welcome is the moſt nor- 


OY Part of the Pallage. 1 
5 ' Since 


| ( 134 } 

Since this Diſcovery muſt be of great Ad- 
vantage either in Peace or War, I'm perſuaded 
you'll give your Aſſiſtance in having it made this 
Seaſon, for by delaying it, I'm afraid leſt France 
ſhould get the Scent, and anticipate our Diſcovery. 
I have wrote by this Poſt to Sir R. Walpole. upon 
it, and believe he will mention it to you, having re- 
ferred to you in'my Letter. Lord Conway has my 
Manuſcript, which you may ſend to him for, if it 
be neceſſary, I depend upon your Friendſhip in 
_ puſhing on this Attempt, which I have much at 
Heart. Since you agree with me it will be of great 
Advantage to the Public, and if any Thing can 
be done this next Summer, this is the proper Time 
to prepare for it. I wiſh you Happineſs in all you 
are concern'd in public and private, and am, with 
the greateſt Reſpect, Sc. | 

The Captain's next Letter : © 

Ne. XXIV. 
SIR, London, Febr. 14, 1739. 
INCE my laſt I am favoured with yours of the 

| 8 224 of January, and am highly obliged to you 

for writing a ſecond Time to Sir R. Walpole and 
Sir Charles Wager. I have waited upon both theſe 
Gentlemen and Lord Conway ſeveral Times; and 
when I had not an Opportunity of ſeeing them I 
was willing to put them in Mind by Letters, the 
Copies whereof are underwritten. Yeſterday I had 
the Honour to ſpeak to Sir Robert Walpole for the 
firſt Time at his Levee; and he anſwered me with 
ſome Earneſtneſs, repeating it twice or thrice, that 
the Affair was not his Buſineſs, and that I muſt ap- 
ply myſelf to Sir Charles Wager. I waited of Sir 
Charles immediately after, to whom ] have generally 


a free Acceſs, and told him what Sir Robert ſaid: * 
| 7 . He 


4 
He ſhook his Head, and ſaid the Time for it was 
coming on apace, and that he would get it done if 
he poſſibly could; for my own Part, I ſhall conti- 
nue to ſollicit Sir Charles Wager about it a little 
while longer, and then muſt give it up for this 
Seaſon, if nothing be done to put it in Execution 
very ſoon, I fear Sir R. Yalpole has now ſo much 
Buſineſs on his Hand, that he can't ſpare Time to 
think about it; and therefore ſhifted it off to Sir 
C. Wager, who yet I believe will do nothing in it 
without his Conſent and Advice. I remain, with 


the greateſt Reſpect, Sir, N 
Your moſt obliged, . 
And moſt bumble Servant, Ph 
Chriſto. Middleton, 


$6 This 1 anſwered, and had the following Letter from 
„ e 

SIR, London, March 29, 1740. 
Was duly: favoured with your obliging Letter, 


together with a Copy of Sir C. Vager's, for 
which I return you many Thanks. I have had the 


Honour to diſcourſe with Sir Charles ſeveral Times, 


and he has got the Copy of your Papers at Length, 
but he tells me tis impoſſible to proceed in the Un- 
dertaking this Seaſon. I am now in a very great 
Hurry in preparing our Veſſel for a Voyage to Hud- 
Jon's Bay, the Company having ordered me this 


Tear to go to Albany and Mooſe River. At my Re- 


turn (pleaſe God) I hope to have the Honour to 
ſee you in London, being fully of Opinion that your 


| Preſence here would much facilitate the Affair, and 


your Intereſt procure the Undertaking to be ſet on 
Foot next Year. In the mean Time I wiſh you 
. . ealt 


, 


| ( 12 - 
Health and Happineſs, = 3 with the greateſt 
Regard and Eſteem, Sir, DOLL EPR 
15 Your moſt obliged, 
1105 And obedient humble Servant, 
4 Chriſt. Middleton. 


Hlis next Letter was dated London, May 1, 1740. 
Ne. XXVI. 
Sin, ----- N > 
S we ſhall depart in a few Drys from hence on 
our Voyage to Hudſon's Bay, I thought it pro- 
per to aſſure you, that I continue my Intentions of 
promoting the Diſcovery, and making ſuch Obſer- 
vations as may be uſeful towards it, to the utmoſt. 
of my Power. At my Return (which I fear will 
not be till November, as we muſt go and come by 
the Orkneys, and muſt there wait for Orders) I hope 
to have the Happineſs to fee you in London, and in 
the mean Time, wiſh you Health and Proſperity, 
being with the utmoſt Sincerity and Reſpect, Sir, 
VV 
And moſt bumble Servant, 
| _ Chriſto, Middleton. 


P. S. Since I wrote the few Lines above, I had 
the Honour to ſee Sir Charles Wager, and he tells me 
he peruſed your Manuſcript carefully, and ſpoke in 
Behalf of the Expedition to the King; and his 
Majeſty ſeemed to approve it very well, and ſaid 
the Expence was . ſuch a Trifle, that it ſhould not 
be obſtructed on that Account; ſo that Sir Charles 
is of Opinion that it will be put in Execution next 
Year without much Difficulty, eſpecially if you 
mould be in London to make ſuitable and timely Ap- 


plication in that Buſinefs. 5 


A 
Y 
3 
3 
41 


( 124) 
Upon bis Return he ſent me the following Latter: 5 
Ne. XXVII. 


SIR, 5 1 Novem. 7, 1740. 
Take the Grſt Opportunity of acquainting you 
with my Arrival here, after a long and dange- 


rous Voyage. Saturday Night laſt we had a moſt 


terrible Storm in Tarmouth Road, where I had the 
Misfortune to loſe my Maſts, and a great many 
Colliers and other Ships were entirely loſt. As I 
was ordered to the Southermoſt Settlements, and 
detained a great many Weeks in the Ice in my out- 
ward-bound Paſſage, I have no particular Obſerva- 
tions to communicate. I am in Hopes to have the 
Honour to ſee you in London this Winter; and 
then, if it ſhould appear to be a proper Seaſon for 
undertaking the Expedition, I ſhall be ready to 
concur in any Meaſures that may be needful; and 
in the mean Time beg leave to aſſure you, that Tam 
moſt ſincerely, Sir, | | 5 
Your moſt ! 


nd moſt WA humble Servant, 
_ Chriſto, en 


This 7 anfwered, and had the Hein Rep 
No. XXVIII. 
_ SIR, 


Am favoured with yours of the 29th of Ne- 
vember, and am obliged to you for the Concern 


you expreſs on Account of the Danger of - the 


Voyage. I am likewiſe to acknowledge the Re- 
ceipt of yours, which came in May, after my De- | 
parture. | 
We had a favourable Paſſage through the Straits 
of about four or five Days, and there never could 
have 


( 125) 
have been a finer Seaſon for attempting the Di. 
covery, becauſe we met there with very little Ice, 
and all up to the Northward in the Bay was quite 
open and free in the Beginning of July; but it 
happened otherwiſe to the Southward, for the Snow 
that had fallen and was congealed, with northerly 
Winds ſetting it to the Southward, increaſed it 
there, and retarded our Paſſage down the Bay. 5 
As you are ſoon to be in London, and that I hope 
for the Pleaſure to ſee you, I ſhall now only add 
chat J am with the de wan fre and fg 


London, oY Your moſt obedient; 
ha 18, F War very humble bent; 


Chriſto. Middleton. | 


. This Afternoon ed of Sir C. Wager, 
and acquainted him with eps Purpoſe of being in 
London next Month, to follicic the Affair. He faid 
you would come in a very proper Time, and made 
no Dcubt 1 it might be accompliſhed. ” | 


This finiſhes our Correſpondence until © went OS 
Voyage, 1 ſoon after going to London, and no mate- 
rial Letters paſſing between us when I was there, only 
the following one, which ſhews the good Opinion he 
had of Mr. Thompſon the Surgeon's Capacity; tho? 
now he would ſtigmatize him, upon Account of bis 
diſcovering his Frands and by er 7 75 the 9 


N.. XXIX. 

sin, 

HE Bearer Edward T Jompſon 105 ſerved his 
Time ſeven Years to a Surgeon, and four or 
7 Years a Journeyman in London, has been a 
Mate two Years in the Navy, and was the laſt”; 
| rates Years Surgeon at Mooſe River in the Com- 


2 pany's 


„ * 

pany's Service. He paſſed at Surgean's Hall, when 
he came Home with me laſt Winter, for a third 
Rate Mate. I having promiſed to carry him Sur- 
geon along with me, for this Twelvemonth paſt, 
prevented his going Governor, which they have ſe- 
veral Times offered him ſince my leaving the Com- 
| pany's Service, He refuſed it all along, depending 

on the Certainty of going with me. The Com- 

pany, we believe, have uſed Means to hinder the 
Surgeons of the Hall from giving him a Qualifica- 
tion. They examined him laſt Week; he anſwer- 
ed all their Queſtions, but had no Certificate to the 
Navy - Office. The Commiſſioners of the Navy I 


have apply'd to for a Warrant for him, but they 


ſay they can't do it without the Barber Surgeons. 
Mr. Gaſtree wrote down in his Behalf, but told me 
Yeſterday, that he could not go. without the Qua” 
lification from the Hall. Sir Charles ſaid, in 
Gaſeree's hearing, he believed it was not material 
his paſſing there. 

Sir, I [Srl aſſure you that, as Iam not a Stran- 
ger to Surgery or Medicines, I can venture to re- 
commend him to be a Perſon as well qualified for 
Surgeon as the major Part of thoſe in the Navy; 
he alſo may be of great Service to us in caſt we 
ſhould winter, for he will be the only Perſon on 
Board who knows any Thing of the Indian Tongue, 
likewiſe knowing the — that that Country 
is ſubject to; and as wWe have broke through all the 
Rules (as they ſay) in the Navy, we muſt ſtretch 
one Point here, and I muſt inſiſt upon his going if 


Sir Charles can't do it, but I believe he will. We 
muſt apply to Sir R. Walpole, for the Company | 
ſhall mel us in this or any other Thing. * 


Sr. 
Longon- — Nur mo of obedient dani Servants 
n Chrig. Middleron. 


| pri LEP ol 
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"There being a material Difference betwixt the Folio 
La- Boot in the Furnace and the Pocket Log-Book, 
which the Captain has publiſhod, I ſhall here give an 
Exiraft from the Log-Book 5 rom Sunday, Aug. 8, 
at four in the E until Friday the 13th, when 
they came to Marble Iſland; but I begin Sunday the 
8th from twelve the Night before, and he begins it 
only from Noon on Sunday; /o I defire the Reader, 
_ this . Notice, to _—_— both, 


| Dairy eee a s. 
At 4 in the Morning, a ſmall Breeze and hazey, 
- failing among Ice: Sounded 55 Fathoms. 5 
| Cape Hope bore NN E diſtant 5 

At half an Hour after 5 we Tack#d, and found 
by our Soundings from 55 to 40 Fathoms. 
BO f Much Ice to the Eaſtward. 
| {Our Conrſe ENE]. Tack'd. Fir'd a Gun, 
8 or Signal, for the Tender, Cape Hope N by 
I W talf W. diſtant 6 Leagues: Low Beach 
| bore SW or 5 Leagues diſtant : The 
| Middle Abu Zags SEHE. diſtant 4 


Ice SS wa. A freſh Gale, At half an 
I ©} Hour paſt 8 handed both Top- gallant- ſails: 
I Sounded and found ow = to 46 Fathoms. 
I Standing in for an Ope 
12] 10 SW half 155 Ar i r0 the Capt. went 
=} on Shore, with the ſix-oar*d Boat, to ſee if 
i | there was any ſuch thing as to go in with the 


Ship, and to try the Ebbing and Flowing of 

I the Tide. At half an Hour paſt 11. lay too 

for the Boat; one Reef in each To oplall.. At 

"mo Cape Hope bore NyE balf E 7 or 8 
. Leagues. The Beach W byS 4 or 5 Leagues. 
The Lorggſt Opening bore Eaſt 2 ahh ins 

: Tying 


"BY 


© wi 


10 


& A b 


12 
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He | Da ity Oceonn i netic Avg. 9. 
Lying to for the Boat, up S of SW. 


[Courſe S W. EN E.] At 2 made fail, and 
ſtood in Shore. Sounded 35, 30, 30, 30, 
27 Fathoms. At 3 tack' d. At 4 Cape 
Hope bore N half E 8 Leagues, Low Beach 
S.W half W. 7 or 8 Miles, the Middle 
Opening E S E. 3 Leagues. Sounded 40 


* 


Fathoms. 55 
A freſh Breeze ſtill ſtanding in for the Boat. 
Sounded 60 Fathoms. | 


8 Standing along Shore. At half paſt 6 lay to 


for the Boat. At 8 Cape Hope bore N. the 
Opening SW by W. 2 Leagues, Low Beach 
WS W 4 or 5 Leagues. Sounded 45 Fath. 
A ſmall Breeze. Lying to for the Boat till 
half an Hour after 9, At half paſt 10 the 
Captain returned, and brought an Account 
there was no proceeding farther North- 


| ward for much Ice. He ſaw all firm for 


20 Leagues, and no Proſpect of breaking 
up this Seaſon. At half paſt 12 lay to. 
MONDAY Ag. 9b. 
At 2 bore away. At 3 ſounded 35 Fathoms. 
Diſtant from the Low Beach 1 Mile. 
Cape Hope N E by N 9 Leagues, E Point-of 
Low Beach S E by E about 3 Leagues. 
A freſh Gale and hazy, Sailing along the 
S. Shore from the Point to a- breaſt of us 
EDN WDys. EEO. | 
Ditto. Sailing 3 Leagues off the S Shore, As 
far as we can ſee to the W. it lieth WS W. 
At half paſt 9 lay to for the Tender. Much 
Ice on the W Shore, near a third over. 
Up S by W. off S W. At 12 the neareſt 
Diſtance from the W Shore 8 or 9 * 
ne 


Hours. | 
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Daily Occurrances. Aug. 10. 


|: 2th South Shore S W by S. diſtant 3 or r 4 


Tagen, oe Sounding 33 een | 


”*., 


At half. an Hour paſt 12 5 4515. Made 


ſail. At 2 the Mouth of Wager River N 


W three qrs. N. diſtant 8 or 9 Leagues. 


Freſh Gales. Set all the ſmall Sails. At 4 
Cape Dobbs bore N W FREY qrs. W. di- 


ſtant 6 Leagues. 
It bore N half E, nn 9 or 10 Leagues” 


[Nothing Entered. 
Fine clear Weather. Sounded 58 Fathoms. 


| [Ditto Weather. Sounded 60, 65 . 5 


TUESs DAL, Ag. 10. 


2A freſh Gale: and hazy. Courſe W by s. 


ſounded 65, 50 Fathoms. 
Ditto Weather, Sounded 43 to 25 Fathom. 


Steer'd ſouth off the Shore to deepen Wa- 


ter. Sounded 34 Fathoms. Then the 


ſouthermoſt Land on N W Side bore N W. | 


dift. 5 Leagues. 


At A lay to for moderate Wetker it being 
© | hazy and a freſh Gale, Try'd the Tide 


ſlack Water. Sounded 86 Fathoms. 


Clear Weather. Sounded 70 Fathom, ſmall 


brown Stones. 


Ft Ditto Weather. Sounded 68 Fathoms. Wind 


NE by E. 


Ditto Weather. Latit. obſerved e 
'<]-  Sounded 20 to 68 Fathoms. Land in ſight 


| en G h to S. 


. 1 Lying 
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* 


ROT Va - N 


e 2 2 


Dai ace nan end, Ang 1 
Lying too S E off to S S E. Sounded 35, 
36 Fathoms. Wore the Ship, and lay 
with her Head to Northward. | 
Sounded 45 to 43. The extreme Part 0 the 


a: 


| 4 South Shore bears ſouth and 8 E by E. 


| Neareſt Diſtance 8 E by S 9 or 10 Leagues. 

A Freſh Gale and hazy. Sounded 60 to 70 
Fathoms. 

At 7 moderate Weather. Made fail and ſtood 
to the Northward. At 8 ſaw the — — 
both Sides of the Welcome. The e 
in ſight or N Side N half E, Diſtance 12 
or 13 Leagues. Sounded 60 Fathoms. 1 

10 Moderate Weather. Standing over to he N. 

Shore, ſounded 47, 46, 45 Fathoms. 
12 ay + i” 1. her Head to the Northward. 
Sounded 45, 43 Fathoms. | 
| WEDNESDAY, Aug. 11. 
2 Moderate and clear. Sounded 47 to 55 Fa- 
thoms. Lay to under a Fore-fail. © _ 
4 Wore Ship. Sounded 45 to 35 Fathoms. Land 
in fight on North Shore from N E to 
NN W. neareſt Diſt. N 5 or 6 Leagues. 
3655 Ditto Weather. Sounded 42 Fathoms. At 
5 bore away, and ſtood as per Log (W.) 
+: Sounded 45 Fathoms. | 
8 Freſh Gales and hazy. Sounded 40, 39, 36, 
37 Fathoms. Courſe N W. The Land on 
N Side the Weſtermoſt Part in Sight bore 
N half E. the Eaſtermoſt E by N. 


e 


10 Hauling off and on. Sounded 29, 24, 22, 


26, 25, 26, 29, 34, 34, 35 e e 

| and ſtony Ground. Fs 
Moderate Weather. Sounded Is, 3 8. 6 34. 
12 25. Lower'd the Boat at 11. Out firſt 
Reef of Top- fail. Courſe 


| 


* 


more out to deep 8 
[{Courſe S W.] A freſh Gale. Sounded 29. 


4 . 
"EU Ep" — 
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5 Dairy Occuvarences. _ Aug. 12. 
Lat. 630. 56'. | Courſe W S W.] Moderate 
and hazy. Sounded 30, 34, 36 Fathoms. 
Dito Weather, [Courſe W by S.] Sounded 
39 34 "Fachows, At 3 r N fail and 


(Courſe w 8 W. Sew the Land all ee 
N Shore, Diſtance from it 7 or 8 Leagues. 
Sounded 34, 38 Fathoms. At 6 ſtood 

the Water. 5 


35, 40 Fathoms. At 8 hauPd up Fore- ſail, 


and took both Reefs in each Top-ſaih and 


lay to with Fore-top-ſail. 
Drive 8 by W. Sounded 52 Farhoms, Freſh 


Breeze and clear. 


Ditto Weather. Sounded 42, 45 . 
; , 


THURSDAY, Avg. 12. 
Ditto Weather. Sounded 60, 65 Fathoms. 


Drive South. Ditto Weather, Sounded 65, 
65 Fathoms. Bore away, ſtanding in for 
the Land on North Side. 

At 4 made ſail, and ſtood in for the Land 
N NW. At 6 the Extremes in Sight at 
Brook Cobbam bears from N by W. to N 
WäAÜy W. the high Land on it N bad by 
N. diſtant 8 or 9 Leagues. 

Courſe N by W.] At 7 ſet the Fore-ſail: At 

8 Brook Cobham bore from N. to N W by 

W. The high Land upon ditto N W half. 
N. Diſtance 6 or 7 Leagues. Sounded 60 
to 43 Fathoms. 

[Courſe NN W.] Sounded from 49 to + eſs 
9 Fathoms 2 Leagues off Shore. Saw ſe- 


4 D. 
Py 1 


veral black Whales of the right Kind. | 
9 Latit. 


— 
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Hours. DarLy Occurrences. Aug. 13. 


12 Lait. 635. 14. Hauling off into deeper Wa. 

ter, At 12 Brook Cobham the Extreme 

from N W by W to N N WZ Leagues off 

Shore. *T is a Headland and not an-Ifland, 

as Fox mentions. Another Head-land at 

the ſame Time bears S W by S. Diſtance 
8 or 9 Leagues, n 20 bare ge 


E's FRIDAY, is 13. 
q |[Courſe S W by W.] Moderate Weather and 
clear. Sounded 39, 30, 31, 23,25, 335 27, 
Fathoms. | 
eure ditto. Ditto Weather. Sounded 23, 20, 
32, 38, 40, 40, 40, 45 Fathom. At four 
the South Parc of the Iſland bore W NW 
J. Diſtance 4 Leagues. # 
Ditto Weather. Sounded 38, 24. 25 Fathom, 


Tide. It came from the Eaſt 3 e 


4 
6 
8 [Sounded 2 5, 35 Fathoms. Lay to. Tryd the 
O 
2 


[Lying to off Marble and. 


721 
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I ſhall not give any Papers in this Appendix which 
Copiain Middleton has given true Accounts of in bis, 

but only ſuch as he has not given, or where he has 
left out am material Article or Paragraph. | 

The firſt he has omitted is . the Letter the Company 
gave t0 their Governor and Council at Churchill, whey 
the Admiralty wwrote to them to give bim the Uſe of their 
Harbours, and to affift them with any Thing they ſhould 
want to promote the Diſcovery, vie e's 


E384 


1 2 N- 0 XXXI. 


Me. Jia Iſham and Council at 3 of Wales 
Fort, Churchill River.. 


: x Hudſon's Bay "our an, ang, 1741. 
- Gentlemen, 


Owrithſtanding our- Orders to you, if Captain 

Middleton (who is ſent abroad in the Govern- 
ment's Service to find out a Paſſage N. W.) ſhould. 
by inevitable Neceſſity be brought into real Di- 
ſtreſs and Danger of his Life or Loſs of his Ship, 
and by that Means forced to your Factory, in fuch 
caſe you are then'to give him the beſt Aſſiſtance 
and Relief you can. We remain 


Your loving Friends, 


Bibye Lake, Governor. 
William Elderton. 
J. Winter. 
Atwell Lake. 
Juohn Anthony Merle. 
| Merry. | 


TE do certify, that the above is a true Copy 
of the Original Letter directed as above for 

Mr. James Iſbam and Council at Prince of Wales 

Fort, Churchill Ri ver, and ſubſcribed by Bibye Lake, 


ts dean * Mam Elderton, J. Winter, Atwell a. : 
; o 
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Jubn Anthony Merle, and er Marry us Wit; 


our Hands, London, May 275 1741. 
Naber poo 
Ne. XXXIL 
| Furnace at Gab Pg date one > of: che ine 
of Orkney, June 24, r hi hh 
1 S 24 

Sent you Advice of my filing from the More, 
ſince which Time I have met with many Calms 
and contrary Winds, that I have been very much 
retarded in my Voyage. Fendeavoured to call at 
Leith for his Majeſty's Ship the Dolphin, to accom- 
pany us to the Iſles of Orkney, and worked' up as 
far as Caſtle Weemis in Edinburgh Firth; but the 
Wind blowing hard at W. S. W. and the Diſcovery 
falling ſo much to Leeward, that I was afraid of 
loſing her, the Seaſon being but too far advanced, 
and a great Probability of beating to Windward 
a a long Time before we could reach Leith, and a 
Hazard of being Wind-bound there, I conſulted 
my Officers, who unanimouſly agreed it would be 
the moſt proper Method to bear away for the Ifles 
of Orkney, where I ſafely arrived this Day, and 
ſhall ſtay no longer than watering the Ships to pro- 
ceed when a Wind preſents ; but the Diſcovery fails 
ſo heavily, that it will be as much as we can do to 
get to Churchill this Year, and I wiſh we may. The 
two Ships in the Company's Service failed from 
hence the 22d of laſt Month, and as it is probable 
they have had fair Winds ever ſince, they muſt now 
be in Hudſon's Bay. I ſhall do what lies in my 
Power for the Service I am ordered upon, and am, 

with great Reſpect, honourable Sir, 

Dou mor obedient humble Servant, 


Chriſt. uad 
| There 


— — — „ — #d. — — —_— 
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. There being notbing material in Mr. Lanrick's Ler- 
ter of the firſt of November, 1742, except what I 


have mentioned. in theſe Remarks already, it being a 


kind of. Journal, 1 need not give it here. 


be Captain's SAY ” me of November 17, from 


Orkney, and January 18, from London, being ex- 

attly „ T fhall not give 
them here. But bis Letter of the 5th f February, 
being altered in ſeveral Parts, and the laſt whole Pa- 


ragraph being arifully omitted, it will 10 neceſſary you 
r IR ene un 


Wy Nes. XXXIII. 
jor” 


Received ee che 22d of > * Now 


the Letter you incloſed in Mr. Smith's to the 
23 anne en, ae Trade to the 
* 


the Diſcovery of a Paſſage, than I imagined when 
there, and that from the Light you have got from 
my. Journal, you can almoſt prove that I was in the 
Paſlage, and that Wager River. is properly Wager 


Streight, and not a freſh Water River; and that 


the Way entered it was one, tho' not the greateſt 
and eaſieſt Way into the Streight. 


JEE . ares as 


cation between the Bay and the Weſtern American 
Ocean, or Paſſage thro? Iſlands or broken Lands, 
as in the Magellanic Streight, the Tide will conti- 
nue to riſe until we get half Way through, and 


then meet the Tide of the other Ocean. This 1 
thought of when there, made ſeveral Trials, and 
„ 1 Officers to do the ſame, not only near 


Deer Sound, but in their Progreſs up the River as 
far as they went, and to take Notice of the Flux of 
the Tides, their Direction and . as 3 
In = 


You fy i have made a much greater Progrels in | 


TT „% me" 0mm n—ween>—"weeng N 
. Lr, y'!“ \ 


I 5 
fnd incloſed here. Now as by mine and their Ob- 
ſervations, it flowed at Savage Sound fifteen Feet, 
and the ſame Day but ten Foot at Deer Soumd, and 
fifteen Leagues above Deer Sound, on the W. Side, 
but ſix Feet. The Tides kept their regular Courſe 
as high up as I was myſelf, which was five Leagues 
above Deer Sound, about ſeven Hours Ebb and five 
Hours Flood, twenty Leagues up; whereas, if 


there had been a Tide from the Weſtward to have 


met this, it muſt have raiſed the Tide higher, the 
farther we went up, as it does in Narborough's Ac- 
count of the beforementioned Streight ; but the 
Flood would not have run above two Hours, as he 
found it there, All theſe Obſervations confirmed 
me, that 1 it could not be a ee as you ſeem to 


think. 


- The Whales 1 we ſaw in the River Wager adedinly 
come in at the Mouth of that River, where . the 
Ships entered at; for we. ſaw ſeveral in the Wel- 
come, and ſome off from Cape Dobbs, after we 
came out, and before we went in, The high Land 
and deep Water gave me great Hopes before I thy 
the abovementioned: Tides. 

-. Brook Cobbam was covered with Gar: when we 
went-out, bur in our Return Home there was none 


upon it. The Snow on the Land in the River Wa- 


ger was much waſted before we got out of it, eſpe- 
cially upon the Tops of the Mountains; but in the 
Valleys it lay very thick, and froze ſo hard as to 


be able to bear Waggons and Horſes. 


As to any Paſſage or broken Lands ee the 
River Wager and 62“. 40. I am certain that I 
ſearched that Coaſt very narrowly, and ſtood into 


every Bay all along ſo near, that the Indians I had 
on Board knew all the Coaſt, and would have had 


me to have ſet them on Shore at Cape Fullerton, for 


110 knew their Way to Churchill, and had that 
1 Way 


S woo ih. n rns N 2 


il) 
Way travelled ſeveral Times in the Summer, which 
they could not have done had it conſiſted of Iſlands 
or Rivers; for they have no Canoes, neither is there 
any Wood to raft them over as the Indians do, to 
the Southward. 

The Copy of the Liewenant and Maſter's Re- 
rt J have here incloſed, and what is wanting in 
their Relation I ſhall mention here. The River, 
five Leagues above Deer Sound, is eight or ten 

Leagues broad; the Channel is feventy or eighty” - 
Fathoms deep in the Middle, and lieth near N. W. 
by the true Chart, as far as they went up, and met 

with as, much Ice or more than we did below where 

the Ships lay. I went ſeveral Times up the River 
myſelf, but all was ſo-choak*d with Ice, that I could 
but once get over to the Weſt Shore; ſo that it is 
my Opinion, that this River cannot be above one 

Week or two at moſt clear of Ice'in a Year, and 

many Years not clear at all. 

There muſt be Land to the Weſtward, and a 

very great Tract of Land, from the Reaſons I men- 
tioned in the Obſervations of the Effects of Cold. 

Whilſt the Wind blows from the Northweſt Quar- 
ter the Air is continually frozen, by the Winds paſ- 

ſing over Mountains perpetually covered with Snow. 

Phe Land from the Water-ſide aſcends gradually 
up into the Country, and is very high, as I ſaw 

from off Ione very high Mountains above Deer 

Sound. 

This is all I have Time to rhink upon at preſent; 

bur I ſhould be heartily glad you could diffolve the 

Company, for they have uſed me and all my Men 

who were with me very ill; and thoſe who volun- 
tarily entered with me at Churchill, they refuſe to 
pay their Wages due; neither can I get any Mo- 

ney for my Servant, whom I formerly put in their 


Serviee. There are many other Things which 
have 


„ 
have been very fatiguing to me, and no doubt will 
be tireſome to you, therefore beg leave you will 
conclude me to be, as I really am, with great Re- 
ſpect, Sir, | 6 - „ 
Lune, Feb. Your moſt obedient, 4 5 
5% 1742. Humble Servant, 

Chriſt. Middleton. 


The Captain's Warrant and the Lieutenant's and 
Maſter's joint Report the Captain bas publiſhed, but 
the Lieutenant's firſt Report he did not, which is as 
follows : | 15 | 


Ne. XXXIV. 


ULY the 29th, 1742, I was ordered with the 
| Maſter to take the ſix-oar*d Boat, and to go up 
Savage Sound as high as Deer Sound, and try the 
Tides. I find that the Flood there comes from-the 
River Mager, it flow'd there 10 Foot Water, 
We then fail'd from Deer Sound for, the High 
Bluff Land on the N. W. Side of the River Wager. 
The Courſe from the Iſlands off the North Side of 
Deer Sound is N. W. and N. W. by N. by Compass. 
We ſounded all the Way over, and had no Ground, 
with a Line of 68 Fathom, to the High Bluff Land. 
We then run up a Branch of the main River, and 
ſounded and found 50 Fathom one third over that 
Branch. There were ſeveral Iſlands in it. Sounded 
about a League off an Iſland on the North Side, and 
found 30 Fathom Water. In running between the 
Illands and the ſuppoſed Main, which was on the 
Weſt Side of that Branch, the Tide or Freſhes ſud- 
denly turned againſt us, the Boat altering the Land 
very much before. Sounded near ſome of the 
Iſlands, and had no Ground at 68 Fathoms. As 
we run up it we ſounded near a ſmall Iſland, and 
had twenty-nine Fathoms. We ſteer d W. N. W. 
between 


PI tos 
between the Iſlands and the weſt Land by Compaſs, 
there being ſeveral Iſlands in the fair Way, and no 
Ground in the Middle of the Channel at 68 Fa- 
thom. + We went about 15 Leagues above Deer 
Sound, and ſaw a Freſh or Run of Water coming 
againſt us; and the Wind being fair I was afraid to 
ſtay any longer, for fear of hindering the Ships 
from going to Sea, There is a great Probability of 
an Opening on the weſt Side by the coming in of 
the Whales, but I could not go higher up to try it 
for the abovemention'd Reaſon. FP x 

We went to the Top of a high mountainous 
Land, from whence we ſaw a great Run or Fall of 
Water between the weſt Land and the Iſlands. It 
was very narrow, ſeemingly not a Mile broad; and 
at the ſame Time ſaw a fair Channel or Streight to 
the Northwards of the Iſlands, with Land on both 
Sides as high as the Cape of Good Hope, running 
away to the weſtward with many Bluff Points and 
broken Lands. In coming down we faw ſeveral 
very large black Whales, playing about the Boat 


and in Shore. 
Co eb Juohn Rankin. 
ee e eee ,, 


The Minutes I ſet doton from the Maſter, when 
be came to me, the Moment be left the Room. 42 


Ne, XXXV. 


OBERT WILSON, the Maſter of the Far- 
nace, very candidly and openly owns, that he 
was drove out in. the Boat with the Lieutenant by 
the Tide of Ebb, quite round Cape Dobbs to the 
Southward. That upon his Return, when he went 
up to Deer Sound and from thence to the Bluff on 
the Weſt Side, he had an open Sea free from Ice, 
and no Soundings all the Way over at 68 Fathoms, 
7 "IP 2 


gre 
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but near an Iſland they had 30 Fathoms. That he 


law a great many large true black Whales as great 


as any he had ſeen in Greenland ; and that they ne- 
ver came in at the Eaſt Entrance of Mager River; 
otherwiſe they muſt have been ſeen by them ſome 


where below, but he never ſaw any in other Parts 


of the Bay or Streights, but near Brook Cobham, 


where he apprehends, from the great Tides there, 
that there is an Opening or eien from the weſt⸗ 


_ ward. 


He ſays, that when be: came to the Weſt Bluf, 
thirty Leagues up Wager River, that the Mid-chan- 
nel then lay W. S. W. the true Courſe that he 
taſted the Water there, which was as ſalt as any he 
had found in thoſe Seas; that the Fall about a 
League from them, or rapid Current, he would 
fain have gone. to, but does not know whether it 
was freſh Water or not. But it was not in the main 
Channel, that he and another Man went much 
higher up the Mountains than the Lieutenant, and 
killed two Deer; that from thence he overlooked 
the Iſlands, which were betwixt them and the _ 
Channel, and ſaw a large Streight 4 or 5 
wide, free from Ice, which run directiy S. W. Sith 
high mountainous Lands on both Sides, which he 
had a great Inclination to have gone to in the Boat, 
and mov*'d it to the Lieutenant; but their Provi- 
ſions being ſpent, and having already gone fifteen 
Leagues beyond their Warrant which limited them, 
he was unwilling to diſobey his Orders by going 
farther, Upon which the Maſter ſaid, to what 
Purpoſe did they go there, if it was not to make 
the Diſcovery. Upon their Return at Brook Cob- 
bam, the Captain ſent the Maſter aſhore to get 


Water, and ſaid he would ſend him again; that 


* 
2% 


he then obſerved that there had been very high 
Tides, of which he acquainted the Captain upon 
his Return, and RG to 80 aſhore again to 1 5 
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Obſervations ; but the Captain, upon Pretence that 


he had ſtaid too long on Shore before, told him he 
ſhould not go on Shore again whilſt he was in the 
Bay, and ordered others to go, ſo he could make 
no farther Obſervations there, from thence they 
bore away for England, 15th of Auguſt. | 


Mr. Thomy ſon and Wigate's Letter to me S006 
the Maſter's Refuſal to reduce the above Account into 
Writing : | nl e 
1 ee ene, | 
Honoured Sir, 1 Wedneſday, April 20, 1743. 


1E have, according to our Promiſe, viſited 
the late Maſter of the Furnace, whom w 


find to have been ſo much temporized with by the 
Diſcoverer, that he has abſolutely refuſed to ay 


any Thing relating to his private Knowledge ol 
the Voyage he was ordered upon, by reaſon be 
would not be the Ruin of any Man, (theſe were his 
expreſs Words) for he would rather beg his Bread. 
The Diſcoverer came to him in Wapping laſt Night, 
and fetch*d him away, and carry*d him to his Lodg- 
ings in the Old Batley in a Coach. The Diſcoverer 
there remonſtrated to him what he thought proper 
for his Purpoſe, and ſo altered the Maſter's Deſigns, 
that he declared he would ſee you no more; and 


we have ſome Apprehenſions he may be ſent out 


of the Way. We remember enough of his Words, 
which he ſpoke to us in Company on Monday laſt, 
to confront him with upon Oath, provided he does 
not declare the Truth upon Examination, We are 


heartily ſorry we have faid ſo much in Praiſe of an 
F 2 „ unſteady- 
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| Chimera, 25 every Thing you have ever yet read 
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unſteady-minded. Man, and only beg you will ex- 
cuſe us, and conclude we are unalterab ß 


| Your moſt obedient bumble Servants, 


Edward Thompſon, 
John Wigate. 


P. S. Wei imagine the Lieutenant is under Do- 


cument, therefore we beg leave to wait upon you 


Tomorrow Morning. 


The anonymous Letter 7 to me from London, 


| . gave me the firſt is of the Captain' s Roguery. 


„ XXXVII. 


JJV ĩã en Od iP: 


HIS Seripe is only to open your Bes whit 


can't fay Cunning) Artifice, ſo that they have not 
been able to diſcover our Diſcoverer's Pranks. _ 


All Nature cries aloud there is a Paſſage, and we 


are ſure there is one from Hudſon's Bay to Japan. 
Send a Letter directed to Meſſrs. Brook and Cobham, 


who are Gentlemen that have been the Voyage, and 
cannot bear ſo glorious an Attempt ſhould die un- 
der the Hands of mercenary Wretches, and they 


will give you ſuch pungent Reaſons as perhaps 
will awake all your Induſtry. They deſire it may 
be kept ſecret ſo long as they ſhall think fit. They 
are willing to venture their Lives, their Fortunes, 
their All, in another Attempt ; and they are no 
inconfiderable Perſons, but ſuch as have had it much 
at Heart ever fince they ſaw. the Rapidity of the 
Tides in the Velcome. The frozen Streights is all 


Or 


have been ſealed or cloſed with too much (we 


— — c EI 
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or ſeen concerning that Part of our Voyage. We 


ſhall ſend you ſome unanſwerable Queries. 


Direct for us at the Chapter Coffee Houſe, 
St. Paul's Church-yard, | 


January 2, 1742-3. 


This I anſwered upon receiving it, telling them if it 
were genuine, and they ſent me over proper Queries, 
I would go ſtrait over and aſſiſt them, and puſb it for- 
ward with all the Intereſt I could make. To which 
I had the following Anſwer:  ' | 


— 


Ne. XXXVIIL 
81 R, | | 
T was with no little Pleaſure we received your 


ſir'd Paſſage z but muſt beg leave to acquaint you, 


it is with no mercenary Views we undertake this un- 


grateful Taſk, yet as we have engag' d ſo far as to 


Letter, and you may depend upon our utmoſt 
Aſſiſtance towards the Diſcovery of the ſo-· long. de- 


ſend you a Letter, you may be aſſured that nothing 


ſhall deter us from doing public Juſtice, and only 
beg the Favour you would ſuffer us to conceal our 
Names a little longer. We hope to ſee you Face 
to Face ; and perhaps may not be quite unacquaint- 


ed to you, tho' we have been at Sea in no ungenteel 
Poſts before this Expedition we are ſpeaking of. 


Our Queries are not ſo well digeſted as we will have 


them; and therefore beg you will pleaſe to diſpenſe 
longer with them and us; yet as a Specimen of what 
we ſhall and will do. Query, Why did not our. 
Diſcoverer give all the Encouragement poſlible io 


the Northern Indians he employed, and why he uſed 
them as Slaves? jo 4 


Q. Whether, if he had taken their Advice, he 


would not have made a ſhort Paſſage to, &c. * 
| „„ | & 
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he ſaw Wager River (or more juſtly a Streight, the 


Tide running fo rapid) n 55 was embay'd i in 
the Ice. | 

Q. Whether he did not bau out of the Tide, to 
prevent our driving into the deſir'd Paſſage ? 

Q. If he did not facrifice the Indians, leſt they i 
ſhould tel] Tales, being pretty forward in the Eng- 
Ii Language? | 

The next or following Poſt ſhall bring you Que- 
ries ab origine ad ſinem. We are ingenuouſly, ho- 


noured Sir, Sc. 
Meſſrs. Brook and Cobharn, 


P. S. Direct for us as before. * was an 
honeſt Man. | 


The Hudſon's Bay Company are intending to ſettle 
a Factory on the Labrador Coaſt in Hudſon's Bay, 
in order to trade with Tndians and Eſtimaux, and to 
fit the Settlement as nigh the e from that 
Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. 


Here follows George Axx the P unner's Een, 


deb be ſent with. his ; Draught of the frozen Streight 
near Cape Frigid, which is a Duplicate of what he 


ii 


ſext to one wy the Lords of the Admiralty. | j 
hy NS: XIE. | 

Mr. WIGATE. N | 
SIR, 25 Livergodl, April T's, hah. 


"HIS comes in Anſwer to your Letter, and I 
have ſent you the beſt I know. And as for 

thar Place where the Captain, and you, and myſelf, 
and the Carpenter was, it is an Iſland, that I am ſure 
of ; and it was about three Leagues from this Iſland 
to the Main, and the Iſland about ſeven Leagues 


long; and as for the Height of the Land J cannot 


tell, but it was as high as $ any of the reſt as ever You 
| ee 
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ſee any where about that Place, and there is a Sketch 
of it. But as to that you mult excuſe, becauſe I can- 
not do it no otherwiſe, but that is it to my beſt 
Opinion. Pray give my Duty to the Captain, and 
be ſo good to let me know when he gets a Ship, 


and what Ship; and in ſo doing you will much 


oblige | £97 
0 Your humble Servant, 


The DR AuG HT. 


- N 60 " = 41 ey = 20th 
_ GOP K , ” _ - 3 
4 © 1 


Rz rag ES5, in the Gunner's Words. 
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1. The Iſland that Ten was 
upon with the Capt. the Car- 
penter, and myſelf; it is about 
three Leagues from the Main. 
2. This was a whole Body 


of Ice, frozen from Side to 


Side, with about thirty ſmall 


| Mendy jn the Middlaang ſides, 
and is about 7 Lea on 
| 4. Low: Beach Point. 
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XII Hereas it hath been reported by Capt. Mid- 
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| dleton, that Mr. Norton, late Governor of 
Gburchill, travelled from Whale Cove, in the Lati- 
tude of 62*, odd to 65*. odd inland, without In- 
terruption of any Lakes, Rivers or Streights, and 
could perceive no ſuch Thing as any Inlet or Open- 
ing to the South Sea, G. | 
To confute this, it has been ſeveral Times re- 
3 the ſaid Norton, that fo far as he travelled 
e ſaw nothing but broken Lands and Iſlands from 
609. to the Extent of his Journey; and that the 
native Indians he had then with him gave him a 
very good Account of a Copper Mine upon the 


Side or Bank of a large River or Streight; and that 


a Perſon might caſily;go with a Ship or Sloop, and 
ly cloſe to the Side thereof, and fill their Vell with 
the aforeſaid Metal at Pleaſure. 

Likewiie the two Northern Indians that we took 
in at Churchill, the one named Nabiana, the other 
Tazana (tho' upon the Ship's Books they are call'd 
Claybulla and Cloydiddy). gave me a particular and 
more confirmative Account than Mr. Norton's. 
They mark'd out upon my Table the Tract of 
Land or Confines of their Country, as far as they 
knew, together with the Courſe of ſome remark- 
able freſh Water Rivers in their Country; but in 
particular they gave a very good and clear Account 
of a Copper Mine, which they. generally uſed to 
go to once in two Years and at this Copper Mine 
there is a large River or Streight, ſalt Water and 
ftrong Tides, Plenty of a large kind of black Fiſh, 
which by their Deſcription I imagine to be Whales; 


and that they were five Days in croſſing that ſalt 


Water in their Canoes z and that this River or 
Streight was ſo deep, that they could find no Bot- 
"i MY On 


. 5 
tom with a Deer Skin cut into very ſmall Thongs, 
and at leaſt was an hundred Fathoms long; that the 
Courſe of this River run towards the Sun at Noon- 
day, and this River appeared to me to be about the 
Lastitude of 639. or thereabouts; for they ſeemed, 
in our Voyage, to haue more Knowledge of che 
Land near that Latitude than in any other Part of 
our Diſcovery; and when we Hailed to the North- 
eaſtward of that Latitude, they told us we were 
going from the Wp Mine, and we River they 
r e. 5 
The Country theſe Nations inbabir in Summer, 

upon account of their killing Deer, they told me 
was all barren, high and rocky, and that they go 
inland in the Winter to the Southward to catch 
Beaver and other Furrs. I had frequent Conference 
with theſe two indians,” who ſeemed to be well af- 
fected towards me, and were never better eaſed 
than when I was writing a Vocabulary of their 
Language; by which I might be enabled to dif- 
courſe with them more fanilliarly,” and they were 
very cager of learning Dis 

The Captain frequently forbad me ng with 
them, or coming near them, and threatned to cut 
my Ears off, and take my Papers from me; ſo that 
we were obliged to meet 'privately when Oppor- 
'runity ſerved, 1 eng I RO" . obtained a 
grear del mere. 5 . 
Since the Captain? 8 coming Knie be told Mr. 
Ellis of the Victualling- Office, that he could be 
Director of the Hudſon's Bay Company whenever 
he pleaſed, which gives ſome Suſpicion, that he 
endeavoured to favour that Company too much. 
Given under our . this gal Day of April, 


743. 
Edward: Thompſon, 
John . 


92 Mr. 
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122 Wigate and Thompſon's Depoſitions, taken be- 
fore William Calvert, Eſq; at his Houſe in Thames- 
ſtreet, London, April 25, 1743. | 


HESE two Deponents Edward Thompſon, late 

Surgeon of his Majeſty's Sloop Furnace, and 
John Wigate, Clerk of the ſaid Sloop, do, in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner make Oath, and hereby de- 
clare, that they, nor either of them, have any per- 
ſonal Antipathy, private Animoſity, or are any 
Ways affe with Partiality, upon any Account 
whatever, againſt Chriſtopher Middleton, late Com- 
mander of his Majeſty's Sloop Furnace; and that 
what they have wrote or ſaid concerning a Paſſage 
from Hudſon's Bay to Japan, China, and other 
Countries, is from the natural Occurrences they 
met with in the Voyage; and moreover declare, that 
tho their Stations on Board that Sloop did not re- 
quire them to examine into the executive Part of na- 
vigating the Veſſel, yet they were incited by Words 
Capt. C. Middleton ſpoke before the Chief-Factor 
at Churchill, his Deputy, his Surgeon, the Lieutenant 
$ of the Furnace and themſelves, which Words were 
J | expreſsly thus, or to the ſame Effect, That he would 
[ make the Voyage be was order'd upon, and that no Man 
F | but himſelf ſhould be able to know whether there was a 
Paſſage or not; and that he would be a better Friend to 
= | the Hudſon's- Bay Company than ever. Theſe 
= Words were the principal Motives which induc'd the 
| two abovementioned Deponents to be Strict Obſer- 
F us vers of the Occurrences of the Voyage, for the pub- 
lick Good of Great Britain and the Government, 
under whoſe Pay they actually were, and not other- 
wife. Given under their Hands this 25th Day of 
Aprit, 1743. rnd ad! 


Edward Thompſon. 
John Wigate, 
EZ | . 8 My. 1 


rb 


„ 


BY Ne. XIII. x26 6 
Mr. Samuel Smith's Account of the Trading Goods 7 
on board the Diſcovery to be diſpos'd of by bis Bro- 
ther; with an Anſwer to ſome Charges apy, 2 
" againſt bim by Capt. Middleton. 


e, London, Soe. 6. 1743. 


YAprain Middleton having mention'd my 
66 Name in his Defence, as an Agent of yours, 
<6 S and given the World a very falſe Account 
of the Converſations he had with me at different 
Times; I think it juſt to ſend you a Declaration 
« of the Facts and Circumſtances that came to my 
Knowledge in the Courſe of this Affair, and 
leave it to you to make what Uſe you think pro- 
« per of it; aſſuring you that I ſhall. be ready at 
any Time to- make an Affidavit of the Truth of 
* the whole, or any Part, that Captain Mz 8 
* ſhall object to. 


25 Arthur Dobbs, 25. I am, 1 
in Dublin. Your moſt bumble Servant, 
| 21 Sam. Smith. 


HE firſt Notice I had of pied Middletan 78 


Return from the Expedition he went upon, 
was by Letters which the Captain wrote to the Se- 
cretary of the Hudſon's Bay Company, from the 
Orkneys and Yarmouth Road. When I heard that 


the Ships were arrived in the River, I went down 


and met them below Galleon's Reach. Upon my 


going on board the Purnace, I aſk'd Captain Mid- 


dleton if I might congratulate him upon his finding 
the North-weſt Paſſage ? to which he replied, that 
it was not yet proper to be known, becauſe he had 


or 1 to JOE. with the Hudſon's Bay C 15 
to 
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I told him that I thought it very extraordinary he 
ſhould conceal it from me, whom he knew to be 
a Friend of, and to correſpond with Mr, Dobbs. 
The Captain anſwer'd, that he had prepar'd a Let- 
ter for Mr. Dobbs, which he gave me to read and 
forward: But after I had read it, I told him 1 
could not judge by it whether there was a Paſſage 
or not, and aſk*d him again, If there was a Paſſage ? 
To which he replied, Mr. Dobbs will underſtand 
that Letter. Finding no Satisfaction from the Cap- 
tain, I immediately apply'd to others on board, 
but they anſwer'd me in the ſame dark and ambi- 
guous Manner. | a e „ TO . 53 
The Converſation the Captain mentions to have 
had with me in Page 10 of his Defence, is intireiy 
falſe, viz. That I much importun'd him to write to 
Mr. Dobbs, that there might be ſtill Hopes left of 
a Paſſage, even tbo he thoug t otherwiſe ; ſurely it 
would have been ridiculous in me to have defir*d 
him to write that there might be till Hopes left 
of a Paſſage, when at the ſame time I knew he took 
great Pains to make the Publick believe there was 
no Paſſage. It is true that I was at Captain Mid- 
dleton's Lodgings ſeveral Times, and talk*d to him 
upon a Scheme Mr, Dobbs was deſirous to proſecute, 
of opening and enlarging the Trade to Hudſon's Bay, 
(upon the Preſumption that there was no Paſſag 
Weſtward through the Bay to the South Sea, which 
I then thought was put out of Diſpute, becauſe the 
Captain in all his Letters to Mr. Dobbs, ſince lris 
Return, endeavour'd to make him believe that all 
to the Northward was a Main- land) ; but the Cap- 
tain diſapprov'd the Scheme, and mention'd ſome 
Objections, ſuch as the Severity of the Climate, 
and the Dangers that Strangers would be 'd 
to from the Number of French that inhabited the 
Inland Country. However, I thought his Objecti- 
ons of little Weight, and preſs d him not to be ſo 
_ ſtrenuous 


1 i 3 
ſtrenuous in oppoſing Mr. Dobbs's Scheme. But the 
more I preſs d, the more he endeavour'd to diſ- 
courage and divert it. Indeed he told me, that if 
the Government would give him the Command of 
five Ships, with ſome Land Forces, he would en- 
gage to take Canada from the French : Which - was 
plainly calculated to ſerve the Hudſon's Bay Compa- 
ny ; ſince the French then could not interfere in 
their Trade as they now do: So that his whole 
View was to fix the Hudſon's Bay Company's Trade, 
inſtead of laying it open for the Benefit of the 
Merchants in Britain, which was the Scheme Mr. 
Dobbs had in View. FC 
The conſiderable Advantage that the Captain 
ſays I expected, was no other than the Opportuni- 
ty of entering earlier into the Trade to _ Hudſon's 
Bay, than other People who were => it of Mr. 
Dobbs's Scheme to Jay open that Trade. 

Ia other Places of Captain Midaleton's Defence 
he inſinuates, and afterwards. aſſerts, that Mr. Dobbs - 
was diſappointed of many Hundreds of. Pounds, 
which he and his Agents might have gain'd, had 
he, i. e. Captain Middleton, permitted it; and that 
he was accus'd by Mr. Debbs of not. having done his 
Duty, only becauſe he had prevented their obtain- 
ing the Advantages they aim'd at, This is abſo- 
lately falſe, if he means that I was Mr. Dobbs's A- 
gent, and ſhipp'd Goods on board on his Account: 
For I now declare, that Mr. Dabbs did not ſend, 
nor was he intereſted in one Pennyworth of Goods 
that was ſent by the Furnace or Diſcovery, to my 
Knowledge or Belief. What the Captain alludes 
to, muſt be a ſmall Adventure I ſent with my Bro- 
ther James Smith, who was on board the Furnace 


or Diſcovery, which coſt me all Charges on board, 


L. 38: 12: 3. This I had Captain Middleton 
Conſent for, and it was ſhipp'd with his Privity; 
nay he even promis'd, at my Requeſt; to take _ 

Wa „„ © , 


(152) 
of my. Intereſt, 'in caſe of my Brother's Death on 
the Voyage z and to prevent my making any Mi- 


ſtake, in ſending improper Goods, he himſelf gave 
me a Liſt of - thoſe Commodities the Company 


trade in; tho* in his Defence he aſſerts, that he 


knew nothing of the Matter till he got co he 
Orkneys. 


Ihe Streſs the Captain ſeems to lay upon my. | 


Brother's having ſign'd the Journal, plainly ſhews, 
how low he was reduced to want a Teſtimony: of 
his Skill and Honeſty from a Youth of ſixteen 
Years, who had never been at Sea before, rand as a 
. from Dublin to e e | e 


e e eee 1 alins FEES 
Sept. 6. 1743. 5 


| | Ne, XIII. 5 

Lieut. Rankin 8 farther Anſwer to the XIth es 
_ wwhich he had omitted ning. when per the —_ 
of tbe Admiralty. 


« Yet I remember I was hauPd away to doe NF 


e between 10 and 11 of the Clock, whether by the 

Flood or Ebb I knew not, but was oblig'd to ſet 

« the Jibb, Stay-ſails and Top-gallant-fails ns get 

os Clear of the NE. Shore. | | 
Job Rankin, 


PAPERS deliver to Litut. Runkin: bs 8 


Morriſon, John Armount, and Abraham Humble, 

Petty Officers on board the F urnace, fiend and at- 

teſted by tbemſelves and others, which relate to Part 
| of the Voyage. | 


H EN 1, e Morriſon ( ak Name 
: 118 undermentioned) was up the Wager 
Streights with the Lieutenant, I could not ſee any 


Ice nigh 171 Opening * to Deer Sound, We. 


ſaw 
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ſaw a great many black Whales, of the Whalebone 


Kind, come into Deer Sound every Tide. I cannot 
believe that thoſe Whales came in at the Mouth of 
Mager Streights, as the Captain and ſome other 
Creatures would willingly make People believe, in 
order to anſwer to his own End; for the ſtrong ra- 


pid Tide we ſaw nigh Brook Cobbam, (and a great 


many Whales of the right Whalebone Kind) where 
I well remember, that in bringing up the Ice-boar, 
to try the Tide, Mr. Viſbart, the Mate, was in the 
Boat, the Tide broke the Deep-ſea Lead-line, 
and loſt a Lead of 50 Pound Weight. The Cap- 


rain went into the Boat himſelf, in a very great Paſ- 


ſion, to try the Tide, when he faw every body ſtar- 
ing ſo very eagerly at the Rapidneſs of it; . and at 
his Return on board ſaid it ran but 2 Miles 6 Fa- 


thoms. I was at the Cond the ſame time, and I am 


very certain the Tide ran above 6 Miles an Hour, 
and have heard the Officers ſay ſo many times. The 
Number of Whales we faw there, and off Deer 


Sound, all of the right Whalebone Kind, gives me 
reaſon to believe there is a Paſſage thereabouts from 


ſome Weſtern Ocean, and one that comes into Wa- 
ger Streights, oppoſite to Deer Sound; for the Ice 


wag gone at that Opening oppoſite Deer Sound long 
before it was in the Middle of the Streights. The 


27th of Fuly, when I was up the Streights with the 
Lieutenant, there was no Ice to be ſeen on that Op- 
ening oppoſite to Deer Sound, nor fo much as one 
Piece of Ice to be ſeen above the high Bluff Point, 
to the higheſt we went up. The Streights is 11 or 
12 Leagues broad; the Water was very falt all the 
Way up, and actually fo within three Miles of the 
Fall or Ripling we ſaw. As to Captain Midaleton's 
Affidavit- mens drinking freſh Water three Leagu s 


above Deer Sound, among Ice, will ſcarce prove it a 

freſh Water River; for Ham and Veel, with ſtrong 

Beer, Flip and Punch, they cat and drank, * 
5 X nurt 


1 
* * 
. * . 
* 
5 1 4 4 0 * * 4% 1 "I? - * * 0 * 
3 FA n S PKI FOE REY P — * 2 * * — n or 10 7 8 3 0 * > 4 
2h 5 1 a # 
aL 1 * Ne * i : « * 3 
* Ao —ů — LIE $a ea hrs q wm 9 1 | 7 
; 7 6 ̃————— . —— ⸗̃³R Z‚x Q Q f ů © : 5 7 
eo 1 1 5 & . 4 
_ F 5 * — > —ů — DDr n — 7 
; - 2 2 £ — = — 
— * — — & ; , 
s - _ . 5 1 l _ : — g 
_ 4 my 1 ö 4 * 
6 - 1 — 5 1 7 — — . — . — —_——— 
A 8 0 — — Ks a — — — n 
EDD - ra — — . 4 0 4 8 PRES 
he = > — ek. w 8 p — 0 2 


e RET 


Gage? 


hurt and enfeeble their Memories, tho” indeed ſeve- 


ral of them was never up the Streights at all, and 
ſwear by Hearſay. I have many times drank the 
Water where our Ship lay the Winter, within two 
Miles of the Sea, and many of our Men I have ſeen | 
do the ſame, which plainly, ſhews that their Affida- 
vits is no reaſon to prove Wager Streights a freſh 
Water River, as Captain Middleton would make the 


World believe. 


Auguſt the ſixth, I ſteer'd the Boat with the Lieu- 
tenant to the Low Beach Point, and the Tide I very 
well remember was falling, and had ebbed about 2 
Foot by the Beach Point, and ſet ſo very ſtrong 
about the Point to the S. W. that we were like to 
be drove round the Point, which the Lieutenant 
was very much vex'd with, anq; ſtruck me becauſe I 
could not keep right againſt the Tide, it run fo ve- 
ry ſtrong. He, as he ſaid, had no Victuals for him: 
ſelf nor us, if we had been forced round the Point, 
as we had like to have been. When we got on 
board, I heard him tell the Captain that the Tide 
had ebbed about 2 Foot on the Point at three of the 
Clock, when they made a Signal for the Boat; bur 
the Captain, to anſwer his own End, ſet it in the 
Logg-book, He found it to be the Flood-tide, and it 


came from the Eaſtward, which is very falſe. I very 


well remember that we paſſed by what he called the 
Frozen Streights, within two or three Miles of the 
Iſlands in the Mouth of it. Neither the Lieutenant 
nor any of the Boat's Crew could ſee any Appear- 
ance of any Opening, yet the Captain has named 
that a frozen Streight, and Jager Streights, that is 
above three times broader, muſt paſs with him for a 
River, which ſhews his Deſign to impoſe upon the 
Publick, and anſwer his own Ends. I never ſaw a- 
ny Whale in the Streights nor Bay, nor ever heard 
of any but ſince we came home, but near Brook 


Cobham and Deer Sound, and all of them of the right 


 Whale- 
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Whalebone Kind, as I very well underſtand them, 
having been a Whale fiſhing in Greenland before in 


the Merchants Service. All this I can make Affi. 
davit to, to be real Fact, as well as ſeveral more 
can e delge us s undermentioned, 


| ne Morriſon. 
t RL n ä Jobn Armount. 
Witness Abraham Humble. 


Fon Sew 4 þMidhipmen on board the Princeſs Royal. 


Hotter PA P E R gn d by the Liewenent, and at- 
| tefted 2 others. © 


＋ 2 Soundings up the Eaſt Channel between 


the Iſland and the Eaſt Side or Iſland is 45, 


40, 30, and 25 Fathom, ſoft Ground, in the Mid- 


dle of the Channel, and from 16 to 6 Fathoms 
within a Quarter of a Cable*s Length to ſome of 
the Iſlands, and good Soundings thro* in many 


Channels between choſe Iſlands. The Depth of 


Water is 18 Fathoms, where I founded, and 7 or 
8 Fathoms within half a Cable's Length of the 
Iſlands. The Channel between the Iſlands and the 


Eaſt Side is three or four Miles broad. We went 


into a Bay or Cove on the Eaſt Side; good clear 
Ground, Soundings from 30 to 5 Fathoms. The 


Tide came from the nenen of the Iſlands, 


and flowed 13 Foot. 

The Northernmoſt Iſland bearing N. by W. Di- 
ant 4 or 5 Miles. The Soundings ** the Bay or 
Cove to the Northermoſt Point on this Side the 
Bluff is 45, 40, 30, 20 Fathoms, according to the 
Diſtance we were off the Shore. Above the Iflands 


from the Eaſt Side to the S. W. Side is ſix or ſeven 


Leagues broad. The Land runs N. W. by W. The 


| er . neareſt N. W. > W. OP Shore. We 


X 2 — ran 
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0001 © 
ran into a Bay or Cove at the North End bf the 


Point on this Side the high Bluff. The Soundings 


from 20 to 15, 12, 10, 8, 6 Fathoms; good clear 
Ground, and clear of the Ice. 


* U 


The Tide of Flood came from the Southward, 
and flow'd thirteen Feet and a half. The Streights 
above the Iflands is 6 or 7 Leagues broad. I went 


up the higheſt Land on the Eaſt Side, and ſet the 


Land by Compaſs. There is a Bluff Point on the 


South Side, with three low Iſlands off it, and a low 
Point at the Back of it, that bore S. by E, by Com- 
paſs from us, and a low ſloping Point, that bore 
S. by W. with that Opening to vs. The Land ran 
from the S. by W. to the N. W. a high moun- 
tainous Land. It ran down with a Bluff Point, and 
a low Point, at a ſmall Diſtance from it; and then 
ran up to a very high mountainous Land, and 


round again to the high bluff Point, There ap- 
pearing to me from the high Land I was upon. It 
being about one . Flood or more by the Tide 


that came through the Streights. I ſaw the Ice 
break up, and ſet round the Point I ſtood upon with 
ſome Force, that all the Ice was preſently in Mo- 
tion in the Middle of the Channel againſt the Flood, 


and was almoſt clear in the Middle this Morning. 
It is nine or ten Leagues broad. 5 


July 16, 1742. r Jobn Rankin. 
All this is Matter of Fact, for I was with the 


Lieutenant upon the high Land, and with a Per- 


ſpective Glaſs ſet that Opening oppoſite to Deer 


Point by Compaſs, and found it to bear as here ſet 


down. The next Time I was upon the ſaid high 


Land with the Lieutenant, we ſaw the Ice clear of 


the Opening, altho* there was much Ice driving 
in the Middle of the Channel, but none to inter- 


rupt the Boat in her Paſſage up the Streights. And 
Jam very ſure the Water was falt as could be a- 


nan 


0 
mong ſo much Ice, as was in the Streights at that 
Time, and ſuch a Quantity of Snow as was melt 


ing up the high Land. All this is true, as we are 


ready to make Affidavit of, if required, as witneſs 
my Hand, as well as thoſe underwritten, this 22d 


Day of November, 1743. I No 
1 6 7555 2 51 ; | Alexander Morriſon, 
Witneſs 7 Abraham Humble. 


— 7 } didthipmen on Board the Princeſs Regal, 


s 4 


Lieut. Rankin's Anſwer to ſeveral Aperſſuns caſt 
| upon him by Capt. Middleton. 


nO APT. Middleton, in his Account of what [be 


endeavours to aſperſe Mr. Rankin's Character, not 
only by making a Scoff of all his Journal, Reports, 


Sc. but by deſcending to an unprecedentedMeanneſs, 


in doing his Utmoſt to make the World have a 
mean Opinion of his Underſtanding, by publiſh-. 
ing ſome private Letters of the Lieutenant's, which 


he has cloathed in a wretched kind of Burleſque, 
wherefore Mr. Rankin thinks himſelf under a Ne- 


ceſſity to vindicate himſelf, by anſwering the ſeve- 

ral Falſities, which Captain Middleton has unjuſtly 

charg'd him with. | 
Captain Middleton, in Page 12 of his Vindication, 


ſays, He ſent to Mr. Rankin and Mr. Wilſon, and 


defired them that they would bring their original Log- 
books with them, which they did, and wwe paſſed moſt 
Part of the Day in comparing them with mine, Mr. 
James Smith aſſiſting us; and finding them agree in 
every Thing of Conſequence, they teſtified the ſame in 
Writing, and ſo did Mr. Smith in !be firſt blank Leaf 
of - Jom. | 


A favs] paſs'd between Mr. D-— and himſelf, 


( 158) 


Anſ. Tis true I fign'd with the Maſter and Mr. 


Smith in the Afternoon, but that I brought my Log- 
book is very falſe, as well as what he advances con- 
cerning my declaring an entire Diſlike to Mr. Dobbs*s 
ractiſing with me; and what he farther adds of 
r. Dobbs's endeavouring to make my Wife be- 
tlieve that Middleton had threatned to cane me, and 
perſuading her to influence me to 1 it one 
way or other, is a glaring Falſhood. The Log- 
book, which he has thought fit to print, is much 
altered from that I ſign'd, and differs from that I 
took every Day out of the Ship's Log- book. I find 
ſeveral Things in his Log- book that are not in mine, 
and a great deal in my Log-book that he has kept 
out, which ſhews his uncandid Dealings. 


Page 13, Captain Middleton ſays, That Mr. Wil. 


ſon's Profeſſion of reſenting Mr. Dobbs's Proceedings 
was undoubtedly fincere, as will appear to your Lord. 


ſhips from his Affidavit ; but I cannot ſay the lite of 


my Lieutenant, tho* he meant ne honeſtly at firſt, elſe 
in a Letter under his own Hand, which I intreat your 


Lordſhips to read, proves him the worſt of Hypocrites ; 


but the ſpecious Promiſe of a Command in another” N. 
W. Expedition, appears to have operated upon him, and 
ſoon altered his Conduct. ; | 
Anſ. Here Captain Middleton proves himſelf the 
moſt deceitful and worſt of all Hypocrites ; for he 
fays, the ſpecious Promiſe of a Command ſoon al- 
ter d my Conduct, which is like the reſt of the 
Falſhoods he has had recourſe to, to ſupport his 
Conduct, (as he calls it) for no ſuch Thing was 
8 to me except by himſelf; for during the 
oyage he often told me, he would get me a Com- 
mand as ſoon as he came home, which was ſeveral 
times repeated after our Arrival in the River of 
Thames. I was there promiſed by him, that he 
would get me the Command of the Royal Eſcape to 
go upon a Survey with him of the Coaſt of Scot- 


land. 


0s; and that; he would make it appear it was ne- 
ellary. for two Ships to go upon the Survey, and 
we ſhould winter at Shields or Stockton. _. 
Captain Middleton alſo. promiſed that he would 
get me a Purſe of Guineas for my Care in not let- 
ting the Men trade with the Natives in Hudſon's 
Bay. And the Governor there ſaid to me, he was 
ſure the Company would make me a Preſent worth 
my SOD. Cie at oo an 
Page 38, he refers to Logg-books and Journals for 
the Tide running 4 or 5 Miles an Hour, and in the 
| fame Page he recants his former Words which he 
uſed at chill, That a N. M. Wind made the bigb- 


eft Tide, and is confirmed by our Journals, May the 
25th and 28th, when he ſent three Expreſſes to me 


to get all our Iron, Ballaſt and Cables, on board, to 
keep the Ship from ſtraining, We had not the 
Wind at N. 
it proved to be the higheſt Tide we had that Seaſon, 
and flowed two Foot and a Half above the Ship's 
Water-line, as the Carpenter wrote to the Captain, 
His Letters of that Day's Date I have by me. The 
Tide in two Hours Flood, with the Wind at N. 
Wi. flowed above three Foot higher than any Spring- 
tide I ſaw from the goth of March to the latter End 
REM. de i dg md 
In Page 43, where he repreſents the Danger of 


the Ice, and looſing Lives and Ships, and that he 


was never able to get to the Factory but ſix times in 
23 Years before the 20th Day of Auguſt, cannot be 
true; for thoſe two Years we were there the Hud- 
ih Bay Ship got to Churchill the 15th of Zu. 
He likewiſe ſays, there could. be no entering thoſe 
Streights before the latter End of Auguſt, which ap- 
ats to me to be a Falſhood, ſince Logg-book and 
TR ſhew that there was no Ice to be ſeen until 
we paſſed Lat. 605. 55', nor any to hinder our Paſ- 
He 


ſage, until we were in Lat, 64%. 51, 


two Hours upon the Flood, before 
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** 
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He has put down, in the Logg. book and Jour- 


nals, that I found it to be Flood-tide when I was ar 


the Low Beach, and that it came from the Eaſt- 


ward, which is falſe, as the Men who were in theBoat 


with me have teſtified under their Hands, and that 
the Tide had ebbed about two Foot; nevertheleſs 
it muſt be Flood with him, to anſwer his Ends. But 


why did not Captain Middleton ſend the Boat to 
that Opening I ſaw off Marble Jfland? I told him 


of it, and gave him a Draught and Soundings of 


a Cove, when he ordered me to look out for a ſafe 


Place for the Ships, and that Cove, I am ſure, is 


as ſafe as the Baſon in Deptford Tard; he may ob- 


ject that tis very narrow, but there is good an- 
choring between a ſmall Iſland and that Cove for 
ſeveral 3 and no Wind can hurt them but from 
the S. E. | | | 

IT can't but take Notice, that } have no Ac- 
count in the-Logg-Book or Journals of any Whales 


ſeen off the River Wager's Mouth. I had the 


Watch from 4 in the Morning to 8, and am very 
ſure chat no Whale was ſeen by me or any of the 


Watch to blow. Nor did I hear of any till the 


Afternoon when I ſign'd Captain Middleton's Logg- 


book and Journal, when he aſk'd me if I ſaw any + 
Whales blow off the River's Mouth? I told him 
no; he ſaid he ſaw one, which has bred two more 
ſince that Time, and in Page 69 he ſays, that fe- 


yeral were ſeen. | 


Page 70, His ſaying, that that there was 10 going | 
Hin ber up, is falſe ; for there was no Fall but one, 
and I told him I took it to be the Tide from the - 


Weſtward. We were in a Sound three or four 


Miles broad between the Iſlands, and Weſt Souther- 


ly Land, and the Streight is about 8 or 10 Leagues 
broad ; there was not one Piece of Ice to be ſeen 
above the high Bluff, as may be ſeen in the Report 


given me by John Armount and Alexander Morriſon 
= „ 5 Quarter- 
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-Maſters, and Abraham Humble Boatſwain? Ta 
Yeotnan,”and likewiſe in their Report about the 


Opening I ſet” oppoſite to Deer Sound; they were 
in the Boat with me, and ſaw the Opening with 
my Perſpective Glaſs, as all of them own, and af- 


firm that when Captain Midaleton ſent for N to 


1 ee they refuſed to go to him. | 
, he ſays, | Be/ides, if there be no "ſich 


Part * "ſhould the ſtrong Tide of four Miles 


an Hour come, which we met with there. Surely he 


forgets the ſtrong and rapid Tide we met with in 
Lat. 637. 20“. which broke the Deep ſea Lead 
Line, and loſt a Lead of 30 Pounds Weight. He 


went in the Boat himſelf, tried the Tide, and told 
me it flow'd 2 Miles 6 Fathom, but artfully ſet 
down in che Logg- Book 2 Miles 2 Fathom, tho? 


all on board took it to run more than 6 Miles an 


Four. Buf' that wind not anſwer bis Ends. 
In page y 5, Captain Middleton's Words are theſe, 


Does not this ſhew that the Projector of the Voyage 
had the Advantage of a clandeſtine Trade at Heart, 
as much or more than the publick Utility of a Diſcovery ?_ 
This bold Aſſertion ſurprizes me; certainly he has 
forgot thoſe who traded with what was not their 


Own. 


In Page 87, Maſter's Anſwer, We were © corfid 


S. E. B. S. as the Courſe of Land lies by Compaſs from 


the River's Mouth towards Cape Dobbs, until ue 


met the Channel Ebb from the Mi. b. S. by Compaſs. 
It is very plain that what he calls the Ebb from 
| the W. b. S. was actually the Flood Tides; for the 


Ice opened and we got over to the North Shore, 
as is mentioned in the Reports. The |Openin ie 


ſaw was near the Illand within the River” s Mout 
and was full mow pe? | A 6 Fig 


Ü 
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Serejry cokBET T. Liter 4 William Moor, 
late Commander of bis Majeſty's Pink Diſcovery, 
ramping bis Anſwers to certain Queries. 
Si, © + Admiralty-Office, Dec. 13, "1143; 
Am. confirmed by the Loody er e 

the Admiralty to ſend you incloſed certain 


ries relating to the late. attempted Diſcovery e 


North-welſt Paſſage by Captain Middleton, in his 


_ Majeſty's Sloop the Furnace, accompanied by. the 


Diſcovery Pink, of which yon was Maſtery and 
I am order'd to ſignify their Lordſhip's ſtrict Di- 
rection to you, carefully to examine the ſaid Que- 
ries, and to make impartial and particular Anſwers 
to every one of them; and then tranſmit the ſame 
to me, in order to their. bene laid before their 


* 1 am, 7 085 1 6 LG ben 
Tour bumble Servant; FA 

f / wo Tomas CORBETT. 
25 Mt. Moor, Meer” FV 
"> the Obowrery Pink. OO . 1 


The following Letter T TAGS Lew Setrite Orders 
' together with certain Queries 1 by Mr. bn 


iam Moor. 
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Ste Wa! Alena Office Des 23, FRE) 
R. William Moor, late Maſter of the Diſco- 

very Pink, having made his Anſwers to the 
Queries tranſmitted hither in your Letter of the 
12th Inſtant, relating to the late. attempted Diſco- 


very of a North · weſt Paſſage, I am commanded by 


my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to fend 
you incloſed a Copy thereof, for TY Information, 


and am, Sit, on 


Nur moſt bumble Servant; nw 
To Arthur Dobbs, Eft _  TroMas CoRBErTT. 


QUERIES 


eu R141 Bis: 


Pr 08d by the Rig 5 the Lords or; + 
e Admiralty, 18 anſwered by Mr. Wil- 4 


liam Moor, /ate Commander wn is M 15 Lact $ 
"I TRE Diſcovery. 


QUERY I. 


ow many Knats does the T Tide run at FN . 


7 Mouth of Hudſon's Streights, between Re- 
Fe ſolution and Button's les; upon what Point of 
te the Compals the Tide of Flood ſets; whether 1 it 
&« does not abate its Rapidity in Proportion as you 
& ſail to the Weſtward of Reſolution ; and whether 
<< it does not loſe half its Force, when you are ſo 


te high up as Cape Charter "uſp 


Anſ. The Tide, at entering : Hudſon 8. Steeights, 
when clear of Ice, runs not above. three Knots 
W. S. W. and E. N. E. but when choak- full from 
Button“ Nes to Reſolution, neither the Courſe nor 
Strength of it can be fixed to any Certainty; for 


in leis than 8 Hours it will ſometimes ſet from all 


uarters of the Compals, and run above g Knots 
or 8 or 10 Minutes. This happens only in the Nar- 
rows ; for we find'the Tide to abate in Proportion 
the higher we run up Hudſon's Streights, and at 
Ae: Charley to have oi near half its Force. 


5 | QUERY I. 3 
6 © Whether, in an outward-bound Paſſage te? 


| « Hudſon's e it is not belt to keep the North 
'Y > 


% Shore 


JT 
11 
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& Shore aboard, as nigh as may be, with a Nor- 
* therly leading Gale ?. whether. the Ice. does not 
es obs ſet to the Southward in that Streight ? 
sand whether the North Shore is not vas hs too wr 
« Way up? | 8 


Anſ. The North Shore we a 1 bold 
with; for the Ice will open in- ſhore, and make 
Gleers every Tide, unleſs the Wind blows for ſome 
time at South upon the Shore. The Ice ſets over to 
the Southward, when once it comes as low as the 
lower Salvages. The North Shore we have always 
found it icep to, for above half way ha? 


QU E . 
„ Whether it would not have been proper, as 
& you had fine Weather, to have try'd the "og 
between the Iſles of Nottingham and Saliſb 
order to have known the Nature of the Tide em 
„the Northward, as Baffin's Bay, Cape Comfort, &c. 
And how far is the Diſtance of the North Main 
as from een and Saliſbury 4 | 


25 To have tryꝛd the Tides between Notting- 
ham and Saliſhury would have given great Satis- 
faction; but being ſo late in the Year, and with- 
in ſeven Hours run of getting out of the Streights 
with the Gale we had then, we could not have done 
it without the Loſs of 8 or 10 Hours ſail. The 
North Shore from Saliſbury is 4 or 5 Leagues, ang 
7 or 8 Leagues from Nottingham. 


5 QUE R Y Iv. 

« Whether you did not hear Capt. Middleton 
„ ſay at Churchill, before the Governor, his De- 
% puty, and Surgeon of the Factory; the Lieu- 
» tenant, Surgeon and Clerk of the Farnace, that 
e he would make the Voyage he was ordered up- 

cc on, 


| | ( 16 5 3 | 
* on, and no Man but himſelf ſhould know whe. 
“ ther there was a Paſſage or not; and that he 
„ would be à better Friend to the RT 
Company than ever? ? . 


© I have heard clin Middleton 47 more 
than once, that he could make the Paſſage, and no 
Man on board of him ſhould know, whether there 
was one or not, and that he would be a better 
Friend to the a than ever. | 


au E R 1 v. ö 
„ Whether the Captain of the Furnace did not 
et defire you to copy his Journal, that you might 
©* both agree; and whether, upon your Refuſal, 
Dias there was not a Quarrel for ſome Mon ths ? 9 


1 As the Right Honourable the Lords of the 
Admiralty were then pleaſed to honour me with 
the Command of the Diſcovery Pink, I hope the 
Exactneſs and Sincerity of my Journal will anſwer 
for my Behaviour in that Point; and as for any - 
Quarrel or Animoſity betwixt Captain Midaleton 
and me, I do not remember any, on my 1 Fre 
| whole Term of the Voyage. | 


QU E R * VI. : 
"66 Whether, from the beſt Information you have 
got in your ſeveral Voyages, and from your own 
'& Knowled ge, that the Ice in the River Churchill 
<« conſtantly breaks up before the 14th of June; 
e and whether you could not have got out of the 
* ſaid River before the firſt of Two, 15 the ee 
had not e you? b 


_ bf The Ice in Churchill River has os once 
broke up ſooner, than what it did the Spring we 
Was there, for 20Years te * it as breaks 


up 


{ 166 ) 
up between the th and 14th of June. It was im- 
poſſible for us to have got the Ships one Day ſooner 
to Sea than what we did, had the Winds been ne- 
ver ſo fair; for it was tho 2 3d of June before we 
ot che Diſcovery s Keel cut looſe from the Ground. 


QU E R Y VII. 1 75 
« Whether, when you was out of the River, 
i you . ſaw ny, Ice to prevent your ſearching an 
“ Openings or Inlets on the, Weſt Side of the Mul 
e come, till you got near the yy Degree of La- 


66 Gane ! ? 


Net We met with no Ice to prevent our e 
any Openings or Inlers, till we got to the 


99 of 639. 40“, North; nor any but what 
we call failing Ice, before we got into 12 5 e Welcome. 


QUER Y VIII. | 

„ Whether, when you firſt ſaw that Land call- d 
„ Marble Iſland, Captain Middleton did not hoiſt 
is ee oth Colours? and whether you did not pre- 
LI. „ 20 anchor ? What were his Reaſons for not 
ming to an anchor there? and whether you 
« did not imagine it would have been for the Ser- 

< vice, to have tried the Tide at a: Place? 


Anſ. Captain Middleton hoiſted anchoring Co- 
lours, and we made all ready to anchor; but what 
his Reaſon was for not anchoring I cannot tel), it 
being then fine, clear Weather, and quite [ſmooth 
Water, and conſequently would have been. of Ser- 
vice to have tried the Tide there, if Me _—_ 
dleton had it in his Power, ', 


AY ERT I 
2 85 How many Knots did the Tide run when 
“ you was off the | Head-land, in Lat. 632. 20'? 
5 „ 05 hether 


C27 


( 367 ) 3 
4 Whether you imagine that Tide fills Hudſan's 
<« -Streights. and Bay, or comes from a different 


Ocean than that which - ſupplies either or both 


<« thoſe Places? Whether it was poſſible in your 
« ſhort Stay there to know the Flood from the 
„Ebb, eſpecially as you did: not Sora tO an n An- 
cher, or nd a Boat aſhore ? #1853 


O PIC31S $48) 


35 


1 . 1 ens juſtly 87 how FEES Kant ths 


Tide runs off that Head- land, altho' I tried the 


Tide myſelf with the current Logg; for we had a 


ſmall Breeze, ſo I could not tell, to any Exadtneſs'; 
but it was my Opinion that the Tide ran above two 
or three Knots, but the Flood _ the wy I did 


not know. 


r 65 QUERY X. 1 
0 Whether i it would not have been the moſt" e 


46 « ligible and proper Method, when you ſaw Ice a- 


«. head of youz: to the Northward, in Lat. 64. to 
« have ſearched the Weſt Sie of the Welcome, in 
c leſs Northern Latitudes, where the Shores were 


<« clear from Ice, and thereby to have got a Cer- 


* tainty of the Height and Direction of the Tides, 


<9 With the exact Time of ws and low Water oe * 


Af In my horable Opinion i it would have been ths 
only Thing that we could have done to have ſearched 
that Bay, where. Scraggs drove into, in a Gale of 
Wind, and found the Tide to flow 5 Fathoms; and 
I believe that Captain Middleton would have ſearched 

all that Shore, from Whale Cove to Yhalebone Point, 
had his arteries not been ar to double that Point. 


% $0094 eee e een 
4 How many Knotts did you find the Tide to 
wh run in Mager River at your firſt entering it?“. 


Ani. 


4 - 
” ” 7 — * Þ + oy nr AT 
2 he. #, AAU 4 F 2 25 2 n * HIS n 
— 3 1 > ages 


. A 


— 


— 


| 
| 
| 


0 168 ) 
| Fs The Tide ran above 7 Knots in Muger Ri. 
ver; for I hove the Logg, and the Ship run by it 
6 Knots, 4 Fathom, at the ſame time the fell a- ſtern 
pr ang Land. F 260 1 18 FEAT 7 


1 


| Q U. E R 1 XII. * 
8 when you, Captain Middleton, and, the Boat's 
« Crew, went out from Deer Sound into Wager 
«© River, how far was you from the Shore, when 
ee the Men taſted the Water? In what manner did 
< they taſte it, their Opinion of it, and whether 
<« you was near the Mid- channel of that River? 
«+ Whether there was any Intention to go over to the 
„ South- weſt Side, or whether there was "_ n ot 
„ prevent you?“ A 03 


Anſ. When I was in the Boat with Captain Mid- 
dleton above Deer Sound, about a Quarter of 4 Mile 
from the Shore, the Men taſted the Water in their 
Hands, and faid it was not very ſalt. After that 
we pull'd towards the Mid- channel, and got about 
one Quarter of the Way over, and then curn'd 
back, and landed on the Eaſt Side, about two or 
de Leagues above our Tent. Captain Middletans 
Intentions were to go over when we left the Tent. 


I believe there was Ice driving with the Tide, but 


not ſo-much as to prevent us a 


QUE RH A 
„Whether you was not preſent what the dien 


„ tenant of the Furnace brought three Bottles of 


«« Water into Captain Middleton's Cabbin, which 


he had taken up at three different Places, one of 


« which was filled near a Current or Water- fall; 

and whether Captain Middleton, after having ta- 
“ ſted them all, did not declare that Water to be 
« ſalteſt, which was taken the fartheſt up the Ri- 


: Ayſ. 


„ ver 5 


(169) 


it the three Bottles of Water down 


nion, chat that Bottle taken the higheſt up was che 
ſalteſt. ö | 


1 . QUERY XIV. 


= « Whether after coming out of Vager River, 


faw any Whales till yourReturn to the Flead- 
, in Lat 63˙. 1 y 
is 


f 1 e Whales bete Do benz nor no 
e 0, 


4 QUERY XV. 
. Whether you did not ſee a fair Channel diſ- 
„ban that Shore, ſince nam'd Cape Frigid, 


44 from the low Beach; its Width from that Cape | 


9 che fow Beach is deũred * 


N The Time Captain Middleton was » aſhore at 
the Cape, the Ships were ſet cloſe into theſe Straits 


with the Tide, when we could plainly ſee the Chan- 


nel running cloſe to the low Beach, by the Ice 
driving the Breadth of theſe Straits. From Cape 
Frigid to the low Beach is about three 2 8 


. | QU ER * XVI. 
Che: Whither vo ou imagine there is in ne fro- 
„ zen Strait, e Captain Middleton has laid down 


one in his Draught, and whether it is poſſible ſo 
« ſtrong a Flood Tide as fills Wager River, the 


* FWelcome, with all its Inlets and Openings, can 


come through ſuch a Strait ? or whether it is not 
* a glaring Piece of Artifice of the Captain's, to 
ha * * . to bring 

« Irom 


kw b A of the 


in Middleton gave it in as his Opi- 
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I had not the Oppottun 


c from Baffin's | Bay and Hudſon's Strait, of -which 
« Jaſt Strait your Opinion 1s: deſired, whether it 
« has not been much widened in his Drau to 


«what it is in fact, n "OP 
66 through his frozen Strait 7” #90 = 


Anſ. As I was not aſhore at Care: Fright, 1 can 
no more concerning the frozen Straits, than 
what Captain Aiddleton, and the reſt that were there 
rold me: But this I know, that there is no ſuch 


ſtrong Tides run through between the low Beach 


and Cape Frigid, altho* confin*d to ſuch a narrow 
Paſſage as what runs in Wager r. 1 Aud, 


QUERY XVI. ct 
« Whether, after owning in Council, that you 
4 had found ſtrong rapid Tides, - broken Lands, 
<« and deep Inlets and Bays, from Lat, 635. 200, 
in your Outward-bound Paſſage, you, did not ne- 
e glect to try that Part of the Welcome in your Re. 
« turn, tho' it was agreed to ſearch it. The Rea- 
„ ſon why you did not, and whether you was near 
enough the * te lien it io be be Maip- e 
« or Iſlands ? W gee” 
# 9 8 
Auſ. The *. ae ee. held in Repulſe Buy, 
preſent at; and 
for any Neglect in trying ides in our Return 
to Marble land, I know that I had no Opportunt- 
ty to try it, being obliged to crowd all the Sail we 
could to keep Cs with the Furnace z, we were 
ſeldom near enough the Shore to alen whether i it 
was Main- land or Iſlands. 17 


au E R Y XVIII. 
« What Sort of a Boat was it that he . 


85 ien were pat u when turn d aſhore ? * 


> 


Boat being had from your Veſſel; was it tighe? 

Did they know how to manage it? Or if they - 

got to the Main- land, was there not the 

« P ility of their falling into the Hands of 
* their moſt mortal Enemies the Eſtimaux 2”? 


Anſ. The Boat was a very indifferent one; 
but it was made as tight as the Carpenter could 
make it. They knew no more how to manage it, 
than what they had ſeen in going in the Boat in 


$3.43 


* 4 2 
5: Fa 1 
ns 4 2 2 
f 1 
. - 5 2 = 
4 
£ 1% 
; * 
ys v7 a r * 
b F - z # 
* - * - 
+ T { * - 7 ” 
8 % * 94 « 1 1 * 
* * 
1 * 7 - 1 
i * : < 
* 
* * 
4; F ; REY 7 
- * WV \ \ [ 5 „ £7 
SY \ p . 


— 


8 — Y 
* — 
3 I_— 
* 
— — 2 —h— 
* * > 
. ,” - 
ld 97.7 
3 
— » 7 
4 8 1 
>. 
- 
— * L 
S 
- 4+ % 4 
- 
8 Ya 


. 


- 


D 


